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tion,and  openly  inveighing  against 
the  corruptions  which  had  been 
introduced  into  the  Roman 
Church.  These  zealous  and  faith¬ 
ful  men  were  either  soon  appre¬ 
hended  and  put  to  death,  or  com- 
Winram,  which  are  mentioned  by  pelled  to  seek  refuge  in  England, 
Mr.  Nisbet  in  the  first  volume  of  or  in  countries  more  distant, 
his  Book  of  Heraldry.  Mr.  John  Other  of  our  reformers  were 
Win  ram,  the  Reformer,  seems  to  of  a  more  timid  spirit,  or  thought 
have  been  of  the  family  of  Kirk-  that  they  could  most  successfully 
ness. 

In  the  early  part  of  his  life  he 
entered  into  the  order  of  the 
Monks  of  St.  Augustine,  and  after 
having  been  a  regular  canon  for  they  were  conversant,  and  over 
some  years,  was  elected,  about  whom  they  might  expect  to  have 
the  year  1540,  sub-prior  of  their  some  influence.  In  their  public 
abbey  or  monastery,  at  St.  An-  preaching  they  taught  the  pure 
drews.  The  prior,  who  was  doctrines  of  the  Gospel,  but  in 
Lord  James  Stewart,  and  natural  such  a  way  as  if  there  had  been  no 
son  of  King  James  V.  w  as  then  in  controversy  concerning  them, 
his  nonage ;  and  consequently,  Mr.  Winrarn  seems  to  have 
much  of  the  common  business  been  of  this  last  kind.  While  he 
of  the  abbey  devolved  on  Mr.  j  was  enlightening  the  minds  of 
Winrarn.  His  character,  while  |  many  in  the  knowledge  of  truth, 
he  professed  popery,  is  thus  |  especially  the  minds  of  his  bre* 
given  by  Archbishop  S[)ottisw'ood,  |  thren,  the  monks,  most  of  whom 
“  He  w  as  a  man  of  good  learn- 1  afterward  became  Protestant  mi- 
ing,  and  one  who  secretly  fa- 1  nisters,  he  avoided  uttering  in 
voured  the  truth.*’  !  public  any  thing  that  might  sub- 

There  appears  to  have  been  ajject  him  to  persecution, 
diversity  in  the  temper  and  con- ;  His  dexterity  in  this  respect, 
duct  of  our  reformers.  Some  of!  and  at  the  same  time  what  may 
them  were  men  of  a  bold  spirit, !  possibly  be  reckoned  his  timidi- 
they  went  about  daily,  to  dilTcr-  ty,  were  evident  at  the  trial  of 
ent  parts  of  the  kingdom,  preach-  Mr.  George  Wishart,  at  St.  Ail¬ 
ing  the  doctrines  of  the  roforma*  ‘  drews,  February  28.  L^4fl.  JVfr 
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promote  the  general  cause,  by 
disseminating  in  a  private  man¬ 
ner  the  Protestant  principles 
among  the  persons  with  whom 
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Tm  'RE  were  several  respect¬ 
able  families  of  the  surname  of 


k’.VAMlKLICAL  GUARIHAN 


o  f  } 

Wiiiram  had  hcon  dcsiroil  hy 
Cardinal  J*»e;it<)n,  and  the  other 
l)ishoj>s  tlicre  assembled,  to 
preach  to  them  a  suitable  sermon. 
Accordingly,  after  Mr.  Wishart 
had  been  brought  as  a  prisoner 
into  the  court,  \vhich  was  hehl  in 
the  Abbev  Church,  Mr.  AVinram 
went  up  to  the  pulpit,  and 
preached  on  that  part  of  the  thir¬ 
teenth  chapter  ofAlatthew,  which 
contains  the  parables  of  the  sow¬ 
er,  and  of  the  tares  among  the 
wheat.  Both  Knox  and  bpottis- 
wood  thouijht  it  proper  to  detail  , 
in  their  histories  tlie  particulars 
of  the  sermon. 

iMr.  W inram  showed  that  by 
the  good  seed,  w  hich  w  as  adapted 
to  bring  forth  good  fruits,  was 
meant  the  ])ure  word  of  God, 
which  was  preached  by  Clirist 
and  his  apostles,  and  is  conveyed 
to  us  in  the  Holy  Scriptures. 
'I’he  bail  seed  which  produced 
(ares,  he  said  wais  heresy  ;  and 
lie  defined  heresy  to  be  “  a  false 
opinion,  clearly  repugnant  to  the 
w’ord  of  God,  and  pertinaciously 
defended.’'  'flms  he  made  the  test 
of  heretical  o[)inions  to  be  a  con¬ 
trariety  to  the  plain  wortl  of  God, 
and  not  to  the  traditions  or  com¬ 
mandments  of  men. 

Spealving  of  the  causes  of  here¬ 
sy,  he  said,  The  great  cause 
of  heresy  in  this,  and  in  all  other 
realms,  is  the  ign<}rance  of  those 
to  whom  hris  been  committed  the 
rare  of  souls.  The  persons  w  ho 
a.re  entrusUd  ivish  so  weighty  a 
charge  ought,*’  said  he,  to  have 
a  true  understanding  of  the  Scri{>- 
lures,  that  so  with  the  sw'ord  ol' 
the  Spirit,  which  is  the  word  of 
God,  tlicy  may  he  able  to  coinhat,' 
and  to  confute  the  adversaries.” 

lie  then  proceeded  to  enume¬ 
rate  the  qualifications  requisite 
in  bishops  aiul  other  ciiurciimcn. 


chiefly  referring  to  w  hat  the  apos¬ 
tle  Baiil  says  concerning  them  in 
the  third  chapter  of  his  fust  epis¬ 
tle  to  Tiinotliy.  But  the  descrip¬ 
tion  w  hich  he  gave  of  what  good 
hisho|)S  or  pastors  ought  to  be, 
was  in  all  respects  so  notoriously 
ojiposite  to  tlic  character  and 
conduct  of  the  Gardinal  and  some 
other  bishops,  that  many  of  the 
|)Coj)le  in  the  Church  considered 
it  as  a  just  reproof  of  these  pre¬ 
lates. 

lie  WMvered,  however,  at  the 
fCnd  ol'  bis  discourse.  When  be 
jcaine  to  speak  of  the  manner  ifi 
iwbicb  heretics  should  be  treat¬ 
ed,  be  oliserved  that  in  the  para¬ 
ble  it  is  enjoined  that  the  tares 
and  the  wheat  should  be  allowed 
to  grow’  together  until  the  har¬ 
vest,  which  he  said  was  the  end 
of  the  world,  or  tlie  day  of  judg¬ 
ment.  But  he  felt  himself  at  last 
induced  to  say,  that  “  though  it 
might  ap[)ear  contrary  to  the  Gos¬ 
pel,  yet  heretics  ought  to  suller 
death,  or  should  be  put  down  by 
the  law  and  tlie  chief  magistrate, 
even  in  this  present  world  ”  An 
assertion  for  which  lie  had  before 
showed  there  was  no  ground  in 
the  [larabie,  and  wbicli  tlierefore. 
it  was  tliouglit  be  wished  should 
not  be  believed.  But  by  bis 
having  made  this  declaration,  he 
was  saved  from  being  called  by 
the  Cardinal  to  a  strict  account 
for  bis  sermon. 

The  trial  having  lasted  many 

O  9/ 

hours,  the  multitude  w'cre  order¬ 
ed  to  withdraw  from  the  Church, 
and  tlien  sentence  was  pro¬ 
nounced,  that  .*\Ir.  George  ^Vi^h- 
art  should  sulfer  as  a  heretic. 

Spottiswood  relates  Mr.  Win- 
ram's  alter  behaviour  with  regard 
to  Mr.  W  ishart.  “  Early  in  the 
morning  of  March  J,  1540,  the 
prelates  sent  to  31  r.  Wishart  two 
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friars,  to  atlvcrtise  him  that  he 
uas  to  (lie  that  day  ;  and  they 
asked  if  he  would  confess  liiiii- 
self.  He  answered  that  he  had 
no  business  with  friars,  nor  would 
he  willingly  confer  with  them  ; 
but  if  they  w  ere  disposed  to  gra¬ 
tify  him  in  that  sort,  he  desired  to 
speak  with  the  learned  man  who 
had  preached  the  day  before. 

'This  being  permitted,  Mr. 
Winram,  the  sub-j)rior,  came  and 
talked  with  him  a  good  space. 
At  last  he  asketl  Blr.  George  if  he 
would  receive  the  sacrament  of 
our  Lord’s  Supper.  He  an¬ 
swered,  Most  willingly  would  I 
receive  it,  so  1  may  have  it  mi¬ 
nistered  according  to  Christ’s  in¬ 
stitution,  under  both  kinds,  viz. 
of  bread  and  w  ine. 

Hereupon  the  sub-prior  went 
to  the  bishops,  and  told  them  that 
he  had  conferred  with  the  pri¬ 
soner,  wlio  <lid  solemnly  allirm 
that  he  w  as  free  of  all  the”  (dead¬ 
ly)  “  crimes  ;  and  that  he  did  ut¬ 
ter  this,  not  out  of  any  desire  he 
had  of  life,  but  that  he  might  ma¬ 
nifest  before  men  his  innocenev, 
wliich  was  known  to  God. 

“  The  Cardinal,  offended  with 
these  speeches  of  the  sub-prior, 
said.  It  is  a  long  time  since  we 
knew  what  a  man  thou  art.  The 
sub-prior,  answering  nothing  to 
this  rebuke,  only  asked  if  they 
wo'uld  allow  the  sacrament  to  be 
given  to  the  prisoner.  The  Car¬ 
dinal,  conferring  with  the  bishops 
for  a  while,  rcphctl  iti  all  tlieir 
names,  tliat  it  was  not  reasonable 
to  give  any  spiritual  benelit  to  an 
.obstinate  heretic  condemned  by 
the  Church.” 

From  those  few  sharp  words 
wdiich  Spottiswood  mentions  as 
having  been  s|)oken  by  the  Car¬ 
dinal,  Mr.  Winram  easily  jjer- 
ceived  that  his  real  principles 


were  known,  and  that  it  was  ne¬ 
cessary  he  should  act  with  a 
great  deal  of  caution. 

Cut  his  anxiety,  with  regard  to 
the  Cardinal,  was  soon  at  an  end. 
Early  in  the  morning  of  May  29, 
151G,  David  Beaton,  archbishop 
of  St.  Andrews,  Cardinal  of  “  St. 
Stephen  in  the  heavenly  mount,” 
when  he  thought  himself  at  the 
height  of  his  power,  and  in  full 
safety,  was  assassinated  in  the 
fifty-third  year  of  his  age,  in  his 
castle  of  St.  Andrews,  and  w  ithin 
his  own  chamber,  by  John  Lesly 
and  iiis  associates.  While  he  was 
entreating  that  they  would  not 
kill  him,  because  he  w’«as  a  priest, 
they  told  him  that  the  innocent 


blood  of  ]\Ir.  George  Wishart 


was  crying  for  vengeance,  and 
that  they  were  come  to  inflict  it. 

The  actions  of  these  persons  is 
not  to  be  commended,  for  they 
had  no  right  to  take  into  their 
ow’n  hands  the  distribution  of  jus¬ 
tice.  If  private  individuals  w  ere 
to  assume  such  a  privilege,  the 
conseejuences  would  be  fatal  to 
the  peace  and  safety  of  society. 
But  his  death  was  far  from  being 
generally  lamented.  It  is  evident 
that  he  was  a  man  naturally  of  a 
cruel  disposition  ;  and  w  ho  seemed 
to  think,  that  for  the  support  oi 
the  outward  grandeur  of  a 
Church,  which  was  then  greatly 
corrupted,  and  of  the  interests  of 
the  Pope’s  dominion,  the  lives 
and  consciences  of  those  men  who 
o[)posed  themselves  behooved  to 
be  sacrificed. 

1  he  immediate  consequences 
were  favourable  to  the  reforma¬ 
tion.  On  the  same  day  in  w  hich 
the  Cardinal  was  put  to  death, 
the  conspirators  seized  the  cas¬ 
tle,  and  being  joined  by  a  consi¬ 
derable  number  of  persons  from 
the  country,  kept  possession  of  it 
IG  * 
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.about  fourteen  months.  During 
that  space  of  time,  a  great  change 
appeared  in  the  city  of  St.  An¬ 
drews,  where  popery  had  for¬ 
merly  been  awfully  predominant. 
Protestant  ministers  preached  in 
the  castle,  and  under  its  protec¬ 
tion,  also  in  the  parish  Church 
of  the  town.  The  controversy 
about  religion  was  carried  on,  not 
with  the  aid  of  burning  and  impri¬ 
sonments,  but,  as  it  ought  always 

to  have  been,  bv  the  lawful  and 

^  •/ 

rational  methods  of  preaching  and 
writing. 

The  principal  champion  on  the 
popish  side  of  the  controversy 
was  John  Annand,ilean  of  St.  An¬ 
drews,  who  both  wrote  and 
preached  against  the  doctrines  oti 
the  Reformation.  His  chief  an- j 
tagonist  was  John  Knox,  » who  | 
wrote  answers  to  the  dean,  and 
afterward,  having  become  a 
preacher,  answered  him  also  from 
the  pulpit. 

When  Mr.  Knox  preached  his 
first  sermon,  in  which  it  was  ex¬ 
pected  he  w  as  to  make  a  full  re¬ 
ply  to  the  dean,  there  assembled 
to  hear  him  in  the  parish  Church, 
Mr.  John  Winram,  sub-prior  of 
the  abbey,  who  now,  during  the 
Tacancy  of  an  archbishop,  was 
vicar-general  of  the  diocess  ;  a 
great  number  of  the  canons  of  St. 
Augustine,  and  of  the  friars  of  St. 
Dominic  and  St.  Francis  ;  Mr. 
John  Major,  Professor  of  Divini¬ 
ty,  and  all  the  other  members  of 
the  university.  In  the  argumen¬ 
tative  parts  of  the  sermon  Mr. 
Knox  acquitted  himself  well  in  the 
opinion  of  most  of  the  people 
present,  who  said,  that  even  more 
explicitly  than  < George  Wishart 
had  done,  he  had  exposed  the 
iniquities  of  the  Roman  Church. 

But  the  proceedings  thus  al¬ 
lowed  at  St.  Andrews,  gave  great 


offence  to  the  violent  Papists  in 
other  places.  John  Hamilton, 
who  had  been  elected,  but  was 
not  yet  consecrated  to  the  arch¬ 
bishopric,  wrote  an  angry  letter 
to  Mr.  Winram,  expressing  his 
surprise  at  his  permitting  such 
practices,  and  requiring  that  he 
should  immediately  put  a  stop  to 
them. 

iMr.  Winram,  on  his  having  re¬ 
ceived  this  letter,  saw  it  would 
be  proper  for  him  to  show’  some 
compliance  ;  but  in  his  doing  so, 
he  still  adhered  to  his  favourite 
plan,  of  submitting  the  cause  in 
dispute  to  calm  reasoning  or  ar¬ 
gumentation.  He  summoned  to 
appear  before  himself,  and  some 
friars  whom  he  had  selected,  Me- 
John  Rough,  who,  under  the  pro¬ 
tection  of  the  Karl  of  Arran  the 
Governor,  had  long  been  a  Pro¬ 
testant  minister  in  Scotland,  and 
also  Mr.  Knox. 

The  convention  was  held  “  in 
St.  Leonard's  Yards.”  We  arc 
not  tohl  of  wliat  passed  at  the 
examination  of  Mr.  Rough,  but 
the  particulars  of  the  conference 
with  Mr.  Knox  are  related  by 
Spottiswood,  and  by  Mr.  Knox 
himself,  if  be  really  was  the 
w  riter  ot  that  history  which  goes 
under  his  nanie.  The  account  of 
what  may  be  called  .^Ir.  Knox's 
examination,  may  be  abridged, 
with  the  language  in  some  degree 
modernized  in  the  following  man¬ 
ner. 

A  list  was  read  to  him  of  cer¬ 
tain  articles  of  doctrine,  which  he 
was  said  to  maintain.  1  rejoice,” 
said  he,  ‘*that  before  so  modest, so 
honourable,  and  judicious  an  au¬ 
ditory,  I  am  called  to  declare  my 
mind  upon  the  points  which  have 
now  been  read.”  Then  address¬ 
ing  himself  more  particularly  to^ 
the  sub-prior,  Mr.  Winram,  who 


sat  as  preses  of  the  meeting,  “  It  Mr.  Knox  gave  a  serious  an- 
is  a  long  time  since  I  have  heard  swer.  Upon  which  Mr.  Winram 
that  you  are  not  ignorant  of  the  said,  “  Forgive  me;  what  I  spake 
truth.  lUit  I  now  charge  you  be-  was  only  in  jest,  and  1  was  indeed 
fore  the  supreme  Judge,  if  you  thirsty.”  Then  turning  to  the 
believe  in  your  conscience  that  aged  friar,  he  said,  “  Father,fol- 
the  articles  for  which  1  am  blamed  low  the  argument;  you  have 
are  contrary  to  the  word  oi’  God,  heard  what  1  said,  and  the  answer 
that  then  you  will  plainly  oppose  j  which  he  lias  given.’’ 
them,  and  not  suffer  the  people  'The  friar  seemed  to  be  in  his 
to  be  deceived.  Rut  if,  on  the  dotage.  In  the  course  of  the  ar- 
contrary,  you  know  them  to  be  gument,  he  so  far  forgot  himself 
true  and  sound,  then  I  crave  your  as  to  affirm,  that  the  apostles  had 
jiatronage,  that  by  your  authority  not  received  the  Holy  Ghost 
the  people  may  be  moved  to  em-  when  they  wrote  their  epistles, 
brace  the  truth,  whereof  many  but  after  they  had  received  the 
are  doubtful  because  of  your  in-  promised  gifts  of  the  Spiirit,  then 
difTerency.”  they  ordained  the  ceremonies. 

Mr.  Winram  replied,  “  I  ami  Mr.  Knox  started  >vith  surprise, 
come  here,  not  as  a  judge,  but|“  Father,”  said  Mr.  Winram, 
only  to  talk  familiarly.  1  will !“  what  do  you  say?  God  forbid 
therefore  neither  affirm  nor  con- 1  that  your  affirmation  should  be 
demn  these  points  ;  but  if  you  jtrue,  for  if  it  be  truth,  then  fare- 
please  we  will  reason.  Why  ,  well  to  the  foundation  of  our 
may  not  the  Church,  for  good  hope.” 

Causes,  devise  ceremonies  to  de- 1  Spottiswood  tells  us,  that  short- 
corate  the  sacraments,  and  other  ly  afterward  Mr.  Winram  dis¬ 
parts  of  God’s  service  ?”  i  missed  both  Mr.  Rough  and  Mr. 

Mr.  Knox  answered,  “  What-  Knox,  “with  this  brotherly  ad- 
soever  is  not  of  faith  is  sin,  and  monition,  that  they  should  take 
faith  cometh  by  the  hearing  of  heed  of  what  doctrine  they  de- 
the  word  of  God.  If  you  contend  livered  in  public.” 
that  the  ceremonies  are  observed  A  plan,  seemingly  devised  by 
with  faith,  and  are  pleasing  unto  Mr.  Winram,  was  now  adopted 
God,  you  must  first  prove  that  by  by  the  Popish  clergy  at  St.  An- 
his  express  words  he  has  com-  drews.  The  learned  men  of  the 
manded  them.”  abbey,  convents,  and  university, 

“  Will  you  bind  us  so  strait,”  agreed  to  preach  in  their  turns,* 
said  Mr.  Winram,  “  that  we  may  in  the  jiarish  Church  on  the  Sab- 
do  nothing  without  the  express  bath-days.  They  resolved  that 
w’ordofGod?  what  if  1  shoulil  ask  they  would  not  give  offence  to 
a  drink  ?  Do  you  think  that  in  this  any  persons  of  a  tender  con- 
I  would  be  committing  sin  ?  and  science,  and  that  therefore  they 
yet  I  reckon  that  I  have  not  the  would  avoid  in  their  sermons  the 
word  of  God  for  me.”  He  spake  mention  of  any  points  of  contro- 
this  rather  in  a  jocular  way,  and  versy.  That  this  caution  might 
was  wishing  to  refer  the  argu-  be  the  better  observed,  the}^ 
ment  to  an  old  Franciscan  friar  agreed  “  to  pen  their  sermons.” 
of  the  name  of  Arbuthnot,  or  Ar-  Mr.  Winram  began  this  course  of 
buckle.  '  preaching,  and  was  followed  by 
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the  rest  according  to  their  rank 
or  seniority. 

JMr.  Knox  was  tliereby  pre¬ 
cluded  from  preaching  in  the  pa¬ 
rish  Church  on  the  Sabbaths,  but 
he  was  not  hindered  on  the  week 
days.  He  regularly  attended  as  a 
hearer,  the  sermons  which  were 
delivered  by  the  Popish  clergy. 
On  the  week  days  he  praised  Cod 
that  the  Gospel  was  now  preach¬ 
ed,  though  he  regretted  that 
these  men  were  not  as  busy  in 
other  places  where  they  were 
more  needed.  “  I  have  not  yet,’ 
said  he,  “  heard  them  say  any 
thing  contrary  to  the  doctrines 
which  1  maintain.  Hut  if  thev 
should  say  any  thing  in  my  ab 
sence,  opposite  to  what  they  say 
in  my  presence,  then  I  entreat 
you,  my  hearers,  to  suspend  your 
judgment  till  you  shall  hear  me 
again.” 

So  remarkable  was  the  liberty 
which  the  Protestants  at  St.  An¬ 
drews  now  enjoyed,  that  many  in 
the  castle  and  in  the  town  par¬ 
took  of  the  sacrament  of  our 
Lord’s  Supper,  in  the  same  scrip¬ 
tural  manner  in  which  that  ordi¬ 
nance  was  administered  after  the 
establishment  of  the  Keforma- 
tion. 

But  this  favourable  season  came 
to  an  end,  the  castle  having  been 
assaulted  by  armed  galleys  which 
had  arrived  from  France,  was 
surrendered,  JulyCiO,  1517.  Ma¬ 
ny  in  the  castle,  one  of  whom 
ivas  Mr.  Knox,  were  condemned 
to  serve  as  slaves  in  the  French 
galleys  ;  and  though  the  princi¬ 
ples  of  the  Heformation  were  now 
become  more  generally  know  n  in 
the  town  and  in  its  neighbour¬ 
hood,  and  were  privately  em¬ 
braced  and  promoted  by  Mr. 
Winram,  and  some  other  literary 
men,  yet  the  outward  restrictions 


‘were  restored,  nearly  as  severe 
i\s  they  had  been  before  the  Car¬ 
dinal’s  death. 

An  anecdote  related  by  8pot- 
tiswoo(l,  in  which  Mr.  Winram 
was  concerned,  may  now  be  taken 
notice  of :  It  is  not,  indeed,  of 
any  great  imporlance,  farther  than 
as  it  serves  to  illustrate  Mr.  Win- 
ram's  cheerfulness  of  temf)er,  his 
url)anity  of  manners,  and  the  rea¬ 
diness  witli  which  he  embraced 
every  favourable  o[)portunity  of 
ex|)osing  the  fooleries  of  the 
Popish  Church. 

About  the  year  1551,  Richard 
Marshall,  who  was  Prior  of  the 
Dominicans  at  Newcastle,  and 
w  ho  had  imbibed  some  Protestant 
principles,  came  on  a  visit  to 
Scotland.  ^Vhen  at  St.  Andrews, 
where  the  people  had  contracted 
a  fondness  for  hearing  disputes 
on  religion,  he  preached  several 
sermons,  in  one  of  w  hich  he  had 
the  courage  to  assert,  that  the 
l^atcr  noster,  or  Lord's  prajer, 
should  be  addressed  to  God  ordy  ; 
and  that  it  was  a  perversion  of 
our  Saviour’s  intention,  when 
that  prayer  was  addressed  to  any 
of  the  saints. 

Some  of  the  doctors  of  the  uni¬ 
versity  were  highly  ofl’cnded,and 
excited  a  Franciscan  friar,  who  is 
said  to  have  been  an  ignorant 
and  audacious  fellow,  to  preacb 
against  this  new  doctrine,  and  to 
endeavour  to  refute  it.  But  the 
arguments  the  Franciscan  used 
were  so  plainly  sophistical  and 
inconclusive,  as  excited  the  laugh¬ 
ter  of  his  hearers.  He  rendered 
himself  so  completely  ridiculous, 
that  even  the  children  who  met 
him  in  the  streets,  called  to  him, 
giving  him  the  name  of  “  Friar 
Pater  noster,”  which  made  him 
at  length  so  much  ashamed,  that 
he  left  the  citv. 


'i'iic  doctors,  however,  were 
.’'oriously  divided  in  their  0[)in- 
ions,  some  of’  them  declaring 
themselves  on  the  side  of  the  Do¬ 
minican,  and  others  on  the  side 
of  tlie  I’ranciscan.  All  the  scho¬ 
lastic  terms  and  distinctions  pos¬ 
sible  on  such  a  subject  were  in¬ 
troduced  ;  and  the  matter  in  de¬ 
bate  was  at  la^t  referred  to  the 
judgment  of  a  provincial  synod, 
which  was  to  meet  at  Kdinburgh, 
ami  of  which  3Ir.  Winrain  was  a 
member. 

While  the  controversy  liad 
boon  going  on  at  St.  Andrews,  Mr. 
Winrarji's  servant,  wiioae  name 
was  Thomas,  and  who  was  rec- 
kofiod  a  very  simple  person, 
thinking  that  there  >\  as  some  great 
matter  in  hand  which  made  tlie 
tloctors  so  olten  to  convene,  asked 
him  one  night  as  lie  went  to  bed, 
what  that  business  might  he  ! 
IMr.  Winrarn  merrily  answered, 
“  Tom,  we  cannot  agree  to  whom 
the  Pater  noster  should  be  said 
“  To  whom,  answered  Thomas, 
should  it  be  said,  but  unto  God  V' 
“  Put  wliat  tlien,  replied  31  r. 
AVinrarn,  shall  we  do  with  the 
saints  'i'homas's  answer  was 
nearly  in  these  words,  Give 
them  in  the  name  of  the  great 
enemy  Aves  and  Creeds  enow/’ 
ilail,  Mary  !  hail,  St.  Peter! 
hail,  St.  Andrew!  ^c.)  for  that 
may  suthce  them  ;  but  let  God 
liave  his  glory.”  Mr.  ^\  inram 
was  pleased  w  ilh  his  servant's  sa¬ 
gacity,  and  did  not  fail  to  re¬ 
port  it. 

The  judgment  pronounced  by 
the  Synod  at  I'dinhurgli,  was, 
“  that  Mr.  Winrarn  should  return 
to  St.  Andrews,  and  settle  the 
minds  of  the  people  there,  by 
telling  them,  that  the  J^ord’s 
prayer  ought  to  be  addi’cssed  to 
God  ;  vet  so  as  that  the  saints 


j  also  ought  to  be  invocated 
Whicli  was  an  ambiguous  deter¬ 
mination  ;  and  many  afterward 
observed,  that  a  simple  man 
had  given  a  wiser  decision  than 
the  doctors  had  done,  with  all 
their  learned  distinctions.” 

It  may  be  presumed,  that  Mr. 
W'ini’am  and  his  Prior,  JiOrd 
.lames  Stewart,  who  was  after- 
wai’d  Earl  of  Murray,  fully  un¬ 
derstood  each  other's  sentiments 
^vith  regar’d  to  religion,  and  that 
they  concurred  in  such  wise  and 
|>rudent  methods,  as  apfieared  to 
them  best  calculated  for  promot¬ 
ing  tlie  sure  progress  of  the  re¬ 
formation. 

So  late,  liowever,  as  April, 
lo5J>,  when  Mr.  Walter  Mill  was 
tried  and  condemned  at  St.  An¬ 
drews,  31  r.  Winrarn  had  not 
wholly  laid  aside  his  outward  pro¬ 
fession  of  popery,  as  sub-prior  of 
the  abbey,  and  consequently  a 
member  ofthe  archbishop's  chap¬ 
ter,  or  select  council,  he  behooved 
to  be  ])i’esent  at  the  trial,  unless 
he  had  subjected  himstdf  to  the 
wrath  ofthe  adversaries.  Put  it 
is  not  to  be  su[)poscd,  tliat  he  ap- 
jiroved  of  the  condemnation  of 
that  faithful  martyr,  but  rather 
that  he  spoke  against  it ;  as  Alex¬ 
ander,  Earl  of  Glencairn,  had 
done  some  vears  before,  in  the 
case  of  Adam  W'allace,  another 
martyr,  who  was  tried,  and  suf-. 
fered  death  at  Edinburgh. 

I  have  met  with  no  particular 
account  of  the  time  and  manner  in 
which  he  disowned  all  connexion 
with  the.  j^opish  Cinirch.  It  was 
probably  about  the  end  of  the 
vear  15oo,  that  he  became  more 
bold  in  declaring  his  real  princi¬ 
ples  ;  and  there  can  be  no  doubt 
that  he  was  an  open  professor  of 
the  truth  in  the  summer  of  1559, 
when  his  prior  and  many  other 
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noblemen  publicly  espoused  the 
cause  of  the  reforming  congrega¬ 
tion. 

In  April,  15G0,  he  was  held  in 
such  high  estimation,  as  a  learned 
man  and  sound  Protestant  teacher, 
that  he  was  one  of  those  ministers 
to  whom  the  Lords  of  the  congre¬ 
gation  committed  the  important 
trust  of  compiling  the  old  Confes¬ 
sion  of  Faith,  and  the  first  Book 
of  Discipline.  In  this  work,  one 
of  his  coadjutors  was  Mr.  John 
Knox,  with  whom  he  had  for¬ 
merly  disputed  at  St.  Andrews  ; 
and  he  seems  ever  afterward  to 
have  lived  with  him  in  the  most 
entire  friendship. 

When  the  committee  of  par¬ 
liament,  July,  1560,  nominated 
the  five  ecclesiastical  superin¬ 
tendents,  Mr.  John  Winram  was 
chosen  to  be  one  of  them.  He 
had  long  resided  as  a  public  per¬ 
son  at  St.  Andrews,  which  seems 
to  have  been  the  reason  that  the 
province  assigned  to  his  jurisdic¬ 
tion  was  the  county  of  Fife,  with 
the  district  of  Strathern,  including 
the  town  of  Perth. 

The  particulars  to  be  now 
mentioned,  relating  to  his  charac¬ 
ter  and  conduct  after  he  began  to 
bear  an  office  in  the  Protestant 
Church,  will  not  be  many.  He 
was  a  faithful  attendant  on  the 
meetings  of  the  General  Assem¬ 
bly,  and  was  employed  in  their 
committees  on  the  most  important 
affairs.  Like  the  other  superin¬ 
tendents.  he  was  called  to  give  an 
account  of  the  proceedings  in  his 
province,  and,  in  common  with 
them,  was  sometimes  accused  of 
neglects  of  duty. 

So  early  as  June,  1662,  the 
Assembly  thought  it  necessary  to 
enjoin  ministers  to  be  obedient  to 
their  superintendents.  But  so 
much  was  required  of  those  vene¬ 


rable  men,  both  as  to  a  spotless 
behaviour  and  exertion  of  talents, 
that  it  was  an  easy  matter  for  dis¬ 
contented  persons  to  find  some 
grounds  of  complaint.  In  Decem¬ 
ber,  1502,  Mr.  Winram  told  the 
Assembly  that  some  things  for 
which  he  was  blamed  “  lay  out 
of  his  power  to  amend.”  And  in 
1674,  he  ofl'ered,  in  a  formal 
manner,  a  resignation  of  his  of¬ 
fice  ;  hut  the  Assembly  refused 
to  .accept  it. 

When  Queen  Mary  had  arrived 
from  France,  to  take  possession 
of  her  own  kingdom,  August  19, 
1561,  she  was  allowed,  contrary 
to  the  minds  of  some  nfmisters,  to 
enjoy  so  much  liberty  of  con¬ 
science,  as  to  have  the  Popish 
services  performed  in  her  own 
chapel  of  Holyrood  House.  This 
privilege  was,  how'ever,  abused  ; 
for  other  Papists,  besides  those 
of  her  own  household,  resorted 
to  her  chapel.  It  was  at  last 
strongly  coniended,  that  the  li¬ 
berty  granted  her  should  be  with¬ 
drawn,  and  that  some  other  se¬ 
verities  should  be  used  against 
her  as  an  idolater. 

In  December,  1564,  the  Earls 
of  Murray,  Argyle,  Glencairn, 
Sir  William  Maitland  of  Lething- 
ton,  and  other  members  of  her 
privy  council,  being  under  some 
alarm,  thought  it  requisite  to  hold 
a  conference  with  some  ministers 
concerning  her.  W  hen  Mr.  John 
Douglas,  Rector  of  the  Universi¬ 
ty,  and  Provost  of  the  new  Col¬ 
lege  of  St.  Andrews,  was  asked, 
in  that  conference,  to  give  his 
opinion,  according  to  his  con¬ 
science,  he  said,  “  I  refer  it  to 
the  superintendent  of  Fife,  Mr. 
John  Winram,  for  1  think  that 
we  are  both  of  one  judgment  ;  yet 
if  it  be  your  will  that  I  should 
speak  first,  my  conscience  is,  that 
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ii  the  Queen  oppose  herself  to|ters,  and  commissioners  of 
our  relic;ion,  which  is  the  only! Kirks  within  the  realm  of  Scot- 


true  religion,  in  that  case,  the 
nobility  and  states  of  this  realm, 
(viz.  the  parliament  or  the  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  the  kingdom)  who 
have  professed  the  true  doctrine, 


land,  unto  their  brethren,  the 
bishops  and  pastors  of  England, 
who  have  renounced  the  Roman 
antichrist,  and  are  professing  with 
them  the  Lord  Jesus  in  sincerity. 


may  justly  resist  or  oppose  them- 1  wish  the  perpetual  increase  of 


selves  to  her.  But  as  concerning 
her  own  mass,  which  I  know  is 
idolatry,  1  am  not  yet  resolved 
whether  by  violence  we  may  take 
it  from  her  or  not.”  Mr.  Win- 
ram  said,  “  The  same  is  my  con¬ 
science.”  It  may  be  remarked, 
that  the  national  revolution,  which 
took  place  in  1688,  was  conduct¬ 
ed  in  a  manner  conformable  to 
this  opinion. 

As  yet  the  English  and  Scot¬ 
tish  Churches  had  not  expressed 
any  uncharitable  opinion  of  each 
other.  3Jany  members  of  both 
Cliurches  seem,  for  a  considera¬ 
ble  number  of  years,  to  have 
maintained  an  amicable  corres¬ 
pondence.  The  Assembly,  Le¬ 


the  Holy  Spirit. 

“  Reverend  pastors,  it  has 
come  to  our  knowledge,  both  by 
I  word  and  writ,  that  divers  of  our 
dearest  brethren,  among  whom 
are  some  of  the  best  learned  in 
our  realm,  have  been  deprived  of 
their  ecclesiastical  function,  and 
forbidden  by  you  to  preach,  be¬ 
cause  their  consciences  will  not 
sutler  them  to  take  upon  them 
such  garments  as  w^ere  used  in 
the  times  of  blindness  and  idola- 
trv. 

“  We  will  not  enter  into  the  ar¬ 
gument,  which  we  understand  is, 
with  greater  vehemency  than  is 
necessary,  agitated  with  you, 
whether  such  apparel  is  to  be  ac- 


cember,  1566,  granted  to  Mr.  | counted  among  the  things  which 
John  Knox  leave  of  absence  for j are  simple  and  indifferent;  but 
about  six  months,  that  he  might  jin  the  bowels  of  Christ  Jesus,  we 
go  into  England  to  transact  some ’crave,  that  Christian  charity  may 
of  his  own  affairs,  and  especially  Iso  far  prevail  in  you,  that  ye 
to  visit  his  two  sons,  who  were  |  would  not  do  unto  others,  what 
prosecuting  their  studies  at  the 'ye  would  not  wish  that  others 
university  of  Cambridge.  The  should  do  unto  yoti. 

Assembly  gave  him  an  ample  tes- j  “  You  cannot  be  ignorant  how 
timonial,  subscribed  by  their  tender  a  thing  the  conscience  of 
clerk,  in  which  he  was  earnestly  I  man  is.  All  that  have  knowledge 
recommended,  ‘‘as  a  true  and  j  are  not  alike  persuaded.  Your 
faithful  minister  of  the  Evangel  of  j  conscience  reclaims  not  at  the 
Jesus  Christ.”  using  of  such  garments  ;  hut  many 

At  the  same  time  they  took  the  j  thousands  of  godly  and  learned 
opportunity  of  sending  by  him  to  men  are  of  another  mind  ;  they 
the  bishops  of  England,  a  Chris-  cannot  consent  to  the  surplice, 
tian  and  friendly  letter,  which -the  corner  cap,  and  tippet,  for 
Mr.  Knox  himself  had  been  de-|  these  things  were  formerly  il)f 
sired  to  indite.  The  address  and .  badges  of  idolatry,  and  as  such 
substance  of  the  letter,  were  as  were  worn  bv  them  who  were 
follows  :  j  employed  in  the  acts  of  idolatry. 

“  Idle  superintendents,  minis-  Our  brethren  who  conscientious- 
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]y  reject  that  unprofitable  appa¬ 
rel,  do  neither  damn  nor  molest 
you  who  use  such  vain  trifles  ;  if 
ye  shall  do  the  like  to  them,  wc 
doubt  not  but  therein  ye  shall 
please  God,  and  comfort  the 
hearts  of  many,  who  are  wounded 
wdth  your  severity  to  our  godly 
and  beloved  brethren. 

“  AVe  look  that  you  will  not 
refuse  the  humble  request  of  us 
vour  brethren,  in  whom  albeit 
there  appears  no  great  worldly 
pomp  ;  yet  we  suppose,  that  ye 
will  not  so  far  despise  us,  as  not 
to  esteem  us  in  the  number  of 
them  who  tight  against  the  Roman 
antichrist,  and  travail  that  the 
kingdom  of  Jesus  Christ  may  be 
universally  promoted. 

“  To  the  protection  of  the 
Lord  Jesus  we  heartily  commit 
you.  From  Edinburgh,  out  of 
our  General  Assemblv,  and  third 
session  thereof,  December  27, 
lo6G  :  from  your  loving  brethren 
and  fellow-preachers  in  Christ 
J  esus.'’ 

Keith  inserts  in  his  history  this 
remarkable  letter,  of  which  the 
above  is  only  an  abridgment.  In 
the  Assemblv  it  was  subscribed 
by  such  of  the  superintendents  as 
were  then  present,  and  by  some 
other  res[)ectable  ministers,  of 
w  hose  character  the  bishops  were 
not  ignorant.  Keith  and  Calder- 
w’ood  give  the  names  of  the  sub¬ 
scribers,  one  of  whom  was  Mr. 
John  “  Winrhame,”  superintend¬ 
ent  of  Fife,  with  the  moderation 
of  whose  sentiments  the  strain  of 
the  letter,  and  the  request  w  hich 
it  contained,  were  known  fully 
to  correspond. 

It  may  not,  I  think,  be  impro- 
]>erto  observe,  that  if  the  bishops 
of  England,  at  this  period,  had 
hearkened  to  the  well-meant 
counsel  of  the  Scottish  Church, 
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they  would  not,  perhaps,  have 
had  cause  to  distinguish,  as  they 
soon  did,  some  of  their  people 
by  the  name  of  Puritans  ;  many 
of  whom  proceeded  at  length  to 
dissent  from  the  English  Church, 
and  to  profess  Presbyterian  prin¬ 
ciples.  It  may  also  be  observed, 
that  in  a  course  of  time  arose, 
from  among  those  who  were  dis¬ 
contented,  a  sect  who  were  called 
Brownists,  or  Independents.  His¬ 
tory  informs  us  of  w  hat  these 
English  Brownists  or  Independ¬ 
ents,  (who  were  hostile  to  ITes- 
i)yterian  as  well  as  to  Episcopal 
government,)  afterward  accom¬ 
plished  under  the  leading  of  Oli¬ 
ver  Cromwell.  Thus,  from  a 
small  beginning  of  strife,  even 
about  the  meanest  trifle,  obsti¬ 
nately  maintained,  an  increased 
animosity  may  be  expected  to  en¬ 
sue. 

'Po  some  persons,  however,  it 
may  be  satisfactory  to  add,  that 
the  early  Puritans,  who  disliked 
fantastical  habits,  do  not  appear 
to  have  found  any  fault  w'ith  the 
grave  apparel,  which  was  then, 
as  it  is  now,  used  by  ministers  in 
^Scotland,  and  in  the  best  reformed 
Churches  abroad.  'Phey  consi¬ 
dered,  that  such  an  outward  at¬ 
tire,  though  not  absolutely  ne¬ 
cessary  as  to  its  particular  form 
or  fashion,  was  decent,  and  most 
suitable  for  those  persons  who 
were  w  arning  their  hearers  against 
the  vanities  of  the  wmrld,  and  dis¬ 
coursing  to  them  of  the  serious 
truths  of  religion.  But  I  may 
possibly  be  deviating  too  much 
from  my  proposed  account  of  Mr. 
Win  ram. 

There  w  as  still  a  great  scarcity 
of  Protestant  ministers  in  Scot¬ 
land,  so  that  many  parishes  in 
the  country  remained  unprovid¬ 
ed.  Superintendents,  and  “  com- 
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inissioners  of  the  country,”  as  mony  of  inauguration,  as  he  now 
they  were  commonly  called,  who  veiy  much  disapproved  of  what 
were  occasionally  a[)|>ointed,  and  I  the  Assembly  had  done.  ]\Ir. 
endowed  with  authority  equal  to  I  Winram  did  not  feel  so  much  re- 
tliat  of  superintendents,  were  still ,  luctance.  Considering  that  his 


reckoned  to  be  needful. 


friend  Mr.  Doujrlas  was  to  be  ac 


In  1571,  the  Earl  of  Morton,  j  countable,  like  himself,  to  the 
who,  though  not  yet  regent,  had  i  general  meetings  of  the  Church, 
the  chief  management  of  all  pub-'  he  went  up  to  the  ]mlpit,  and 
lie  affairs,  took  advantage  of  this  after  havino:  given  a  short  cxlior- 
neccssity,  and  prevailed  with  the  'tation,  admitted  him  to  the  otlice 
Assembly  to  allow  a  limited  K[)is-  of  archbishop,  by  using  the  same 
copacy.  It  was  agreed,  that  some  Ibnn  which  was  set  down  in  “  the 
ministers  should  be  chosen  to  the  Itook  of  Common  Order,”  for  tliC 
name  and  rank  of  bishops,  but  admission  of  superintendents, 
wlio,  like  the  superintendents,!  'J'he  county  of  Fife  was  an  an- 
should  be  accountable  for  their  cient  part  ot*  the  diocess  of  ^t. 
conduct  to  tlie  Cieneral  Assem- j  Andrews.  IMr.  Winram,  tlierc- 
blies.  I  fore,  with  the  consent,  or  by  the 

it  w'as  not  his  intention,  that  appointment  of  the  General  As- 
the  Church  should  thereby  reco*  sernbly,  resigned  it  to  the  new 
ver  any  considerable  part  of  its  archbishop,  and  confined  himself 
])atrimony,  as  some  fondly  hoped,,  to  the  district  of  Strathern.  lie 
but  that  the  ministers  chosen  to  Was  appointed  archdeacon  of 
he  hisho[)s  miglit  be  invested  Andrews,  hut  was  commonly  de- 
with  a  legal  right  of  alienating  its  nominated  superintendent  of 
revenues  to  himself,  and  to  some  vStrathern,  (hiring  the  two  years 
other  powerful  persons.  Alany  in  which  Mr.  Douglas  continued 
good  men  in  the  Assembly,  not  to  live.  After  Mr.  Douglas  liad 
aware  of  the  views  he  enter-  died,  Mr.  Winram  was  a[)pointcd 
tained,  thought  that  no  great  dan-  to  resume  the  w  hole  of  his  for¬ 
ger  could  be  apprehended  from  nier  lu’ovince. 
such  an  allowance,  for  tliat  these  At  a  meeting  in  1572,  lie  w’as 
nominal  bishops,  being  under  the  nominated  one  of  the  commis.^ion- 
control  of  the  Assembly,  would  ers  for  compiling  what  is  called 
be  as  pious  in  their  lives,  as  cir-  the  Second  Book  of  Discijilinc. 
cumspect  in  their  transactions.  It  was  hoped  that  this  book,  when 
and  as  unambitious  of  extending  completed,  would  serve  to  llx  the 
their  authority,  as  the  superin-  outward  constitution  of  the 
tendents  were,  and  had  always  Church,  wliich  was  now’  inclining 
been.  sometimes  tow’ards  Fresbyterv, 

On  the  Lord's-day,  February  and  sometimes  towards  Fpisco- 
10,  1572,  which  w'as  the  day  on  pacy.  The  commissioners  were 
which  Mr.  John  Douglas  was  to  occupied  in  their  work  about  six 
be  admitted  to  the  archbishopric  years  ;  and  their  final  determina- 
of  St.  Andrews,  the  Karl  of  Mor-  lion,  in  which  tliey  w'cre  season- 
ton  was  present  in  tfie  Church,  ably  assisted  by  the  zealous  Mj-. 
Mr.  John  Knox,  who  was  then  at  Andrew  Melvin,  or  iVlelvil,  who, 
St.  Andrews,  preaclied  a  sermon,  in  1571,  arrived  from  Geneva, 
hut  refused  to  perform  the  cere- 1  was  on  the  side  of  Freshytery. 
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But  while  the  work  was  going 
on,  the  Earl  of  Morton,  who  had 
become  regent  of  the  kingdom, 
made  an  attempt,  in  1576,  to  pro¬ 
vide  an  archbishop  to  St.  Andrews, 
who  should  have  no  dependence 
upon  the  General  Assembl}’.  He 
presented  Mr.  Patrick  Adamson 
to  that  archbishopric,  who  wms  a 
man  of  great  learning  and  of  emi¬ 
nent  talents,  but  bold  and  ambi¬ 
tious.  Mr.  Adamson,  without 
any  election,  or  ceremony  of  ad¬ 
mission,  and  without  consulting 


rially  in  the  county  of  Fife.  and  subtle  dis'juisitions,  which 

The  Assembly  were  justly  were  fondiy  taught  and  practised 
olTended.  Alany  upright  men  in|  in  the  schools  in  the  popish  times, 
the  Assembly  now  saw  how  much  |  No  blot  is  known  with  regard 
the  regent  had  furnierlv  deceived  to  his  moral  character;  and  no 
them,  and  that  his  aim  was  to i  Presbyterian  church  w’ritcr,  that 
establish  an  unlimited  Episcopal  I  have  heard  of,  has  expressed 
government.  They  appointed  a'any  censure  on  him  for  his  hav- 
eoinmiltce  with  powders  to  meet,jing,  once  in  his  life,  assented  to  a 
and  call  Mr.  Adamson  to  an  ac-, limited  Episcopacy.  The  unre¬ 
count  for  his  undutifnl  hehavionr.,  milting  attention  which  he  gave 
Mr.  Winram,  being  then  super-i  during  such  a  great  number  of 
intendent  of  Fife,  and  therefore!  years  to  the  interests  of  religion, 
a  person  more  immediately  con-  bind  us  charitably  to  believe, 
cerned,  wa<5  nominated  one  of|  that  he  was  actuated  by  the  most 
these  commissioners.  P>ut  thej  serious  impressions  of  its  infinite 
Assembly,  having  kno\yledge  of  importance. 

the  great  failure  of  his  health j  J^erhaps  it  may  be  wished  that 
and  strength,  appointed,  that,  “inj  he  had  sooner  made  an  open  de¬ 
case  of  his  inability,*’  twm  otherj  claration  of  his  Protestant  princi- 
ministers,  wdiom  they  named,' pies.  But  at  this  distance  of 
should  supply  his  place.  He  was:  time,  it  is  only  a  few  circum- 
now'  an  old  man,  and  was  indeed  stances  with  which  we  are  ac- 
unal>ie,  and  as  no  after  mention' quainted,  and  therefore  we  are 
is  made  of  him,  it  is  most  probable  not  competent  judges  of  the  line 
that  he  died  in  that  same  year.  I  of  conduct  which  it  was  his  duty 
He  could  not  be  very  young,  ' to  follow.  It  is  evident,  that  his 
when,  about  the  year  1540,  he  real  principles  were  early  known 
w'as  raised  to  the  olhce  of  sub- 1  to  Protestants  ;  and  that  even  at 
prior  at  St.  Andrews  ;  especially  the  time  of  George  Wishart’s 
as  because  of  the  prior’s  non- 'death,  they  were  knowm  to  Car- 


and  RFVIE\N'. 


253 


ilinal  Beaton.  In  concert  with 
other  persons  who  were  secret 
favourers  of  the  reformation,  he 
appears  to  have  been  all  along 
weakening  the  efforts  of  the 
popish  party,  and  pa\inga  sure 
way  for  a  general  acknowledg¬ 
ment  of  the  truth. 

Such  a  person  as  he  w  as,  and ! 
there  were  many  such  among  our 
original  reformers,  added  in  the 
eyes  of  other  nations  a  considera- 1 
ble  degree  of  respectability  to  the 
Protestant  cause  in  Scotland. 
Contrary  to  the  blind  assertion  of 
some  adversaries,  we  are  war¬ 
ranted,  after  a  careful  inquiry,  to 
say  tliat  our  reformation  was 
planned  and  conducted,  not  by  a 
mean  and  illiterate  multitude  of 
people  who  had  no  right  know¬ 
ledge,  but  by  some  of  the  princi¬ 
pal  noblemen  of  the  kingdom,  and 
by  pious  and  learned  clergymen, 
who  had  received  at  the  univer¬ 
sities  a  liberal  education. 

Mr.  George  Martine,  in  his 
History  of  the  See  of  St.  Andrews, 
informs  us  that  there  w’ere  seven¬ 
teen  monks  of  the  Augustine  pri¬ 
ory,  or  abbey,  who  became  Pro¬ 
testant  ministers,  and  were  pro¬ 
vided  in  churches  which  had  be¬ 
longed  to  the  abbey.  Their  con¬ 
version,  it  may  be  presumed,  w  as,  j 
under  God,  much  owing  to  the] 
pious  endeavours  of  their  sub-  • 
prior  when  he  resided  among' 
them.  j 

Both  Mr.  Win  ram  and  his  ] 
prior,  the  Earl  of  Murray,  retain¬ 
ed  their  abbey  revenues  after  the 
reformation.  It  may  indeed  be 
remarked,  that  when  the  mo¬ 
nastery  buildings  in  Scotland  were 
demolished,  the  monks  and  friars 
were  not  thrown  destitute,  but 
had  yearly  salaries  allotted  them, 
which  were  called  “  Friars  Pen¬ 
sions.'’ 


Mr.  Winram  was  a  benefactor 
to  St.  Leonard’s  College  in  St. 
Andrews.  As  prior  of  Portmoak, 
viz.  of  the  monastery  of  St.  Ser- 
vanus's  Isle,  in  Lochlevin,  which 
was  a  cell  belonging  to  the 
Augustine  abbey  of  St.  Andrews, 
he  annexed,  October  5,  1570,  to 
the  said  college  the  aforesaid 
I  priory,  with  the  baronies  of  Kirk- 
ness  and  Auchmaire. 


Brief  Statement  of  the  Evidences 
and  Uses  of  Divine  Revelation. 

Reasoning  from  the  nature  of 
Deity,  we  might  conclude,  a /priori, 
that  the  mind  of  rational  man 
must  have  a  natural  sense  of  the 
existence  of  a  supreme  intelli¬ 
gence.  God  made  all  things 
good.  That  goodness  consisted 
in  part  at  least,  in  a  suitableness 
in  the  creature  to  answer  the  end 
I  of  its  creation. 

The  inferior  animals  were 
placed  on  this  earth,  with  a  pe¬ 
culiar  design  to  subserve  the  use 
of  man.  In  order  to  answer  this 
end  the  fear  of  man  was  consti- 
tutionally  connected  with  their 
existence.  Was  it  not  for  this, 
not  only  the  largest  and  the  most 
useful  animals,  but  even  the  most 
fe(d)lc  and  seemingly  insignificant, 
might  soon  overpower  the  lord 
of  the  manor,  and  drive  him 
from  his  earthly  possessions. 
Gen.  X.  2. 

Man  w^as  designed  to  give  unto 
God  active  praise,  (iod  conse¬ 
quently  created  man  under  such 
constitutional  regulations  as  that 
he  must  inevitably  have  a  senti¬ 
ment  of  a  divine  existence  as  soon 
as  the  moral  and  rational  facul¬ 
ties  wmuld  be  capable  of  render¬ 
ing:  obedience  to  their  I’rince. 
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of  the  utmost  importance.  The 
maker  ol  mind  iiad  intercourse 
with  minds  particularly  sanr  tified 
for  the  Master’s  use.  'Rhus,  he 
raised  up  patriarchs,  prophets, 
apostles  and  evangelists,  to  re¬ 
ceive  a  revelation  from  himself, 
and  to  cotnmnnicate  its  truths  to 
the  nations.  'J'his  is  the  revealed 
system,  which  is  contained  iu 
the  Scriptures,  and  is  the  sure 
and  perfect  rule  of  human  con¬ 
duct. 

Among  others  qualified  by  the 
Holy  iiliost  to  write  the  will  of 
heaven,  Paul  was  a  chosen  ser¬ 
vant.  Distinguished  as  a  preacher 
and  missionary  of  the  cross,  he 
was  no  less  eminent  as  a  writer 
for  the  canon  of  Scripture  ;  in  re¬ 
lation  to  which  he  savs,  2  Tim. 
iii.  16.  All  Scripture  is  given  by 
inspiration  of  God,  and  is  profit- 
al)le  for  doctrine,  for  reproof,  for 
correction,  and  for  instruction  in 
righteousness. 

'I'his  passage  contains  two  dis¬ 
tinct  propositions,  which  shall  be 
brielly  discussed  in  this  article. 


SufTicient  argtiments  mav  be  ad- 
vanced,  a  posteriori,  to  prove  the 
existence  of  an  innate  sense  of 
Deity  in  the  human  heart.  The 
operations  and  effects  of  this  sen¬ 
timent,  torturing  the  consciences 
of  some  in  the  midst  of  their  re- 
vellings,  soothing  the  minds  of 
others  in  the  midst  of  their  dis¬ 
tresses  ;  the  universality  of  this 
sentiment  through  all  nations, 
(later  accounts  having  contra¬ 
dicted  the  exce})tionS'  whicli 
Locke  and  others  liad  quoted) 
and  even  the  si/stems  of  Atheists 
themselves,  who  notwithstanding 
their  professions,  do  all  in  an  un¬ 
guarded  moment  betray  their  be- 
liel  of  some  supreme  intelligence, 
are  sufficient  for  this  purpose. 

iuit  aliliough  the  })rinciple 
exists,  it  is  extremely  confused 
and  indefinite  in  its  exercise 
The  fall  has  impaired  every  na¬ 
tural  endowment,  and  has  exceed¬ 
ingly  obscured  our  pros]»ects  into 
futurity.  That  there  is  a  future 
existence  is  generally  believed  ; 
but  the  modus  of  that  existence 
is  a  mystery  to  the  natural  man. 
'J'hal  it  is  affiteted  somehow'  by 
our  comluct  in  tins  life  is  also  a 
prevalent  o[)inion  ;  but  the  con¬ 
nexion  bet\veen  our  conduct  in 
time  and  our  state  through  eter¬ 
nity,  is  very  itidislinctly  known. 
[)arkne.ss  and  doubts  obscure  our 
pros[>ects  of  God  and  futurity,  and 
mar  our  religious  investigations. 
Nor  is  tliere  a  possibility  of  at- 
l.'.lning  to  certainty  concerning 
tlic.'-e  subjects  by  any  exertion 
of’  luiman  reason,  unless  asserted 
by  supernatural  aid.  Such  an  aid 
is  actually  alfortled  us.  Our  God, 
graciotis  and  merciful,  has  deign¬ 
ed  to  become  our  instructer. 
U[)on  our  ignorance  he  has  had 
compassion,  and  has  provided 
information  for  us  upon  a  subject 


I.  The  Scriptures  are  a  Divine 
Revelation. 

II.  This  Revelation  is  useful  to 
mankind. 

I.  The  Scriptures  of  the  Old 
and  New  Testament  are  a  Divine 
Revelation  ; 

The  Scri[»tures  of  which  Ikiul 
s[»eaks,  must  have  been  those  of 
the  Old  Testament,  as  the  New 
had  then  no  existence.  Rut  it  is 
easily  denmnstrable  that  if  the  Old 
be  taken  for  truth,  the  rect.'ption 
of  the  New  cannot  be  rationally 
avoided  ;  and  besides,  the  apostle 
in  our  text,  does  not  limit  the  pro¬ 
position  to  the  .lewish  canon. 
“  All  Scri[>tiirc  is  given  by  inspi- 
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ration.’*  In  this,  Paul  at  least 
bears  witness  to  the  truth  of  all 
his  own  epistles,  and  indeed  to  all 
the  books  of  the  New  Testament, 
except  the  writings  of  John,  of 
Jude,  and  the  second  epistle  of 
Peter,  lie  well  knew  that  all  ex¬ 
cept  these,  which  had  not  yet  been 
written,  were  at  this  time  in  the 
possession  of  the  churches,  and 
publicly  received  by  them  as  a 
revelation  of  Heaven’s  mind.  We 
need  be  in  no  doubt  therefore 
but  he  would  recommend  their 
perusal  to  Timothy,  in  this  second 
epistle.  Nay  more,  it  would  have 
suggested  to  him  the  propriety 
of  receiving  the  whole  canon  of 
Scripture  w  hich  the  inspired  Paul 
then  knew  to  be  incomplete.  All 
those  portions  of  Divine  truth 
which  come  sanctioned  to  the 
churches  by  apostolic  authority, 
are  certainly  to  be  received  as 
such.  And  thus  the  assertion, 

“  all  Scripture  is  given  by  inspi¬ 
ration,”  evidently  includes  all 
those  Scriptures  which,  either 
then  or  in  a  future  time,  should  be 
recommended  to  the  church  by 
lier  inspired  directors; — all  those 
writings  which  the  church  has 
universally  received  as  forming 
the  complete  canon  of  the  oracles 
ol  God. 

To  pious  Christians  in  the 
exercise  of  gracious  atVections, 
no  further  proof  of  the  proposi¬ 
tion  is  necessary,  than  that  which 
this  and  other  collateral  passa¬ 
ges  allord,  2  Pet.  i.  21.  Ileb. 
ii.  4. 

Christianity,  nevertheless,  obli¬ 
ges  us  to  be  al)le  on  every  firoper 
occasion,  to  render  a  reason  of  i 
the  hope  that  is  in  us.  And  as 
he  w  ho  is  able  to  swim  in  the  wa¬ 
ters,  can  wade  the  farthest,  so 
are  Christians  whose  faith  quali¬ 
fies  them  to  swim  through  myste¬ 


rious  disputations  and  doubts,  able 
to  w  ade  deepest  in  the  waters  of 
rational  argumentation.  If  unbe¬ 
lievers  have  made  an  appeal  to 
reason,  to  reason  let  the  contro¬ 
versy  be  carried.  No  Christian 
is  afraid  to  let  reason  have  its  full 
scope.  When  it  passes  its  own 
bounds,  it  becomes  raving  mad¬ 
ness.  Then  only  do  we  reject  it 
as  an  umpire.  No  Christian  need 
be  unwilling,  carter  is  paribus,  to 
meet  with  any  infidel  upon  the 
fair  field  of  reason  and  argument. 

I  shall  therefore  attempt  to  con¬ 
firm  the  apostolic  assertions,  by 
arguments  drawm  from  the  store¬ 
house  to  which  infidels  themselves 
have  recourse.  In  the  first  place 
then, 

1.  History  proves  the  divine 
authority  of  the  Scriptures. 

God  in  our  formation,  gave  us 
a  constitutional  propensity  to  be¬ 
lieve  what  is  told  us.  This  was 
necessary  for  the  preservation  of 
our  lives.  If  a  system  of  universal 
doubt  prevailed  in  early  life,  the 
child  should  never  have  arrived 
at  youth,  nor  the  youth  to  the 
maturity  of  manhood.  Nature 
teaches  us  to  believe  ;  the  fre¬ 
quent  experience  of  deception,  to 
doubt.  When  all  probability  of 
deceit  is  removed,  we  fulfil  a  law 
of  our  nature  by  firmly  believing 
tbe  report  of  witnesses,  whether 
by  w  ord  or  by  writing.  We  have 
the  testimony  of  many  witnesses 
to  the  truth  of  our  holy  religion. 
Dvery  possibility  of  their  being 
deceived  themselves  in  what  they 
relate,  and  of  their  having  any 
ability  or  design  to  deceive  others, 
is  removed.  In  short,  creditable 
witnesses,  moral  in  their  charac¬ 
ters  and  virtuous  in  all  their  de¬ 
portment,  have  w  ritten  an  account 
of  doctrines  w  hich  they  were  in- 
spired  to  teach  ;  they  have  con- 
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firmed  their  mission  and  doc¬ 
trines  by  a  seal  which  could  not  be 
even  counterfeited  without  disco¬ 
very.  The  seal  of  miracles  per¬ 
formed  frequently,  openly,  and 
pow^erfully.  Numbers  of  wit¬ 
nesses,  eyewitnesses  too,  have 
written  to  those  who  had  every 
opportunity  of  proving  the  truth 
or  falsehood  of  their  narratives, 
an  account  of  a  life  spent  in  a  con¬ 
stant  series  of  good  offices,  the 
performance  of  numberless  mira¬ 
cles,  and  that  in  the  presence  of 
a  people  learned,  powerful,  and 
zealous  for  their  own  ways,  and 
prejudiced  against  him  and  his 
doctrines.  They  have  written  this 
without  contradiction  and  without 
detection.  Their  enemies,  their 
persecutors,  have  also  w  ritten  in 
confirmation  of  the  capital  cir¬ 
cumstances  which  they  them¬ 
selves  have  related.  Jewish,  hea¬ 
then,  as  well  as  Christian  histo¬ 
rians  have  added  their  suffrages 
to  the  truth  of  the  Scripture  ac¬ 
count  of  certain  persons  deliver¬ 
ing  certain  doctrines,  and  per¬ 
forming  certain  miracles  in  attes¬ 
tation  of  their  divine  origin. 

In  resisting  such  evidence, 
therefore,  infidels  resist  an  ac¬ 
knowledged  law  of  their  nature, 
and  consequently  they  act  un¬ 
manly,  unreasonably,  and  capri¬ 
ciously. 

2.  Reason  itself  confirniS  the 
truth  of  this  proposition. 

Reason  informs  us  that  man 
could  not  have  been  his  ow  n  crea¬ 
tor,  and  that  being  possessed  of 
active  power  and  design,  he  who 
made  him  must  have  possessed  in¬ 
telligence  and  power  in  perfec¬ 
tion.  Our  constant  dependence 
upon  the  Author  of  life,  is  also  a 
doctrine  of  reason.  It  teaches 
that  human  afi’airs  are  in  great 
disorder.  It  teacher)  that  human 


knowledge  is  extremely  limiteov 
that  it  is  no  more  than  ignorance 
concerning  the  end  of  our  crea¬ 
tion,  and  the  prospects  of  a  future 
existence. 

We  meet  with  phenomena  for 
which  it  cannot  account  in  every 
quarter,  especially  where  our  best 
interest  is  at  stake.  It  shows  the 
need  of  information  respecting  the 
origin,  the  present  condition,  and 
the  destination  of  man.  It  shows 
the  probability  that  his  Maker  will 
show  kindness,  and  afford  such  in¬ 
struction  as  is  required  upon  these 
important  topics.  It  does  more. 
It  teaches  that  when  a  revelation 
from  heaven  is  pretended  to  be 
made,  that  if  it  tends  to  debase 
humanity,  suppress  the  nobleness 
of  soul,  to  encourage  whatsoever 
is  ruinous  to  peace  and  order, 
such  a  system  cannot  be  from 
God.  It  teaches  us  that  when 
men  of  credit  and  honour,  though 
of  little  power,  declare  certain 
things  w  hich  lay  them  under  the 
severest  distresses  of  body,  and  po¬ 
verty,  without  a  possibility  of  af¬ 
fording  them  any  earthly  comfort, 
or  advancing  their  secular  inter¬ 
est  ;  when  such  men  form  a  sys¬ 
tem,  w'ise  in  its  contrivance,  vir¬ 
tuous  in  its  tendency,  powerful  in 
its  reforming  effects  upon  those 
who  embrace  it,  calculated  to  pull 
down  ambition,  luxury,  and  pride, 
to  exalt  the  noble  and  benevolent 
affections  of  mind,  such  men  are 
what  they  give  themselves  out  to 
he.  But  such  is  the  system  which 
theGos[>el  contains,  which  Christ, 
his  prophets,  and  apostles  have 
published,  and  tliey  gave  them¬ 
selves  out  to  be  authorized  and 
commissioned  by  heaven.  We 
are  therefore  obliged  to  believe 
them,  or  otherwise  to  reckon 
them  the  vilest  of  impostors,  a 
thought  against  which,  reason  rr 
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coils.  Black  indeed  must  that 
heart  be,  and  hardened  with  sys¬ 
tematic  guilt,  which  can  read  the 
Bible  and  study  its  pure  morality, 
and  yet  can  in  a  moment  of  calm 
reflection  believe  or  assert,  that 
those  teachers  of  sincerity,  those 
sublime  preachers  of  virtue,  who 
included  thoughts  and  words  as 
well  as  actions  under  the  sentence 
of  their  approbation  or  disappro¬ 
bation,  could  have  been  the  worst 
of  men,  the  vilest  impostors. 

3.  The  intrinsic  excellence  of 
the  Scriptures  announce  their 
origin  to  be  divine. 

This  excellence  appears  from 
many  considerations. 

1.  The  ideas  they  give  us  of 
God,  are  gloriously  applicable  to 
the  necessary  existent  Creator  of 
.all  things.  The  religion  of  the 
heathen  represented  their  gods 
more  like  brutes  than  holy  beings. 
Their  multiplicity  of  deities,  in¬ 
ferior  and  superior,  was  shocking 
to  reason  itself.  Not  so  the  God 
of  the  Scriptures.  His  self-ex¬ 
istence,  his  power,  his  glory,  his 
spotless  purity,  his  overruling 
providence,  his  glorious  conde¬ 
scension,  his  constant  superin¬ 
tendence  over  human  affairs.  His 
all  sublimely  transcends  the  spe¬ 
culations  of  Plato  himself,  much 
more  the  trash  of  Pagan  mytho- 

logy- 

2.  They  alone  afford  a  proba¬ 
ble  history  of  man. 

Extremely  childish  have  been 
the  visions  of  infidels  about  the 
origin  of  humanity,  and  the  na¬ 
ture  of  mind.  No  man  of  sense, 
can  peruse  without  a  smile  of 
contempt,  or  a  sigh  of  compassion, 
the  Ruins  of  V^olney,  or  the  ideal 
vagaries  of  Hume.  And  yet  these 
are  truly  philosophic  writers  up¬ 
on  other  subjects  Had  they  even  I 
been  contented  to  ridicule  refi-^ 
VoL.  n....No. 


gion,  and  insiduously  to  attack 
some  of  its  isolated  and  detached 
doctrines,  like  the  prince  of  im¬ 
piety,  Voltaire,  they  would  not 
have  so  much  exposed  their  owa 
absurdity.  But  as  soon  as  an  infi¬ 
del  proposes  asystem,  or  publishes 
a  history  of  being,  then  does  the 
futility  of  their  pretences  glar¬ 
ingly  appear,  and  the  glorious 
Gospel  recommend  its  solid  truth 
to  the  inquisitive  mind.  The 
creation,  the  nature,  the  fall  of 
man,  the  depravity  of  his  conduct, 
his  whole  history,  is  accountable 
and  intelligible  upon  the  scheme 
of  the  Gospel,  and  upon  it  alone. 

3.  The  morality  which  revela¬ 
tion  establishes  is  pure,  spotless, 
and  every  way  perfect.  It  alone 
is  founded  upon  a  true  knowledge 
of  human  nature,  and  the  relation 
in  which  it  stands  to  being  in  ge¬ 
neral.  The  stoical  philosophy 
was  founded  on  a  belief  that  man’s 
nature  was  more  excellent  than  it 
really  is.  The  Epicureans  found¬ 
ed  their  system  upon  a  supposi¬ 
tion,  that  human  nature  is  entirely 
material,  carnal,  sensual.  The 
former  taught  the  duty  of  im¬ 
proving  the  mind,  of  putting  on  a 
firm,  resolute,  unmoved  charac¬ 
ter,  to  the  total  neglect  and  con¬ 
tempt  of  the  body,  and  those  men¬ 
tal  affections  which  are  more  im¬ 
mediately  the  result  of  our  em¬ 
bodied  state.  The  latter  neglect¬ 
ed  the  higher  virtues,  and  culti- 
v.ated  the  bodily  appetites  with 
the  utmost  care  and  attention. 

Both  were  right  in  some  parts 
of  their  systems,  and  wrong  in 
others. 

They  erred  on  opposite  ex¬ 
tremes.  The  morality  of  the 
Bible  is  alone  perfect.  It  is 
founded  upon  the  relations  in 
which  our  complex  nature  stands 
Uo  God,  and  makes  provision  for 
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the  cultivatiuii,  the  })leasure,  and 
improvement  of  every  faculty 
and  power  of  our  nature.  Man 
is  a  contrast.  Spirit  united  with 
matter ;  sublimity  and  dignity  with 
weakness  and  sensuality.  The 
Stoics  cultivated  that,  and  despi¬ 
sed  this  ;  the  Epicureans  this,  and 
neglected  that.  True  morality 
gives  each  its  place,  and  reduces 
both  to  the  highest  state  of  im¬ 
provement.  It  instructs  us  in 
our  duty  to  God,  to  our  brethren 
of  mankind,  and  to  ourselves.  It 
is  not  satisfied  with  externals.  It 
reaches  the  heart,  and  prescribes 
rules  for  thinking  as  well  as  for 
speaking  and  acting.  Obedience 
to  its  dictates,  will  inevitably  pro¬ 
cure  comfort  and  happiness  to  in¬ 
dividuals,  peace  and  prosperity  to 
society,  honour  and  glory  to 
God. 

4.  The  plan  for  a  universal 
reformation,  which  revelation 
proposes  and  promises  to  esta¬ 
blish,  infinitely  surpasses  all  the 
systems  of  politicians  and  the  vi¬ 
sions  of  infidel  philosophers.  One 
class  of  politicians  taking  advan¬ 
tage  of  human  corruption,  for 
their  own  exaltation  and  aggran¬ 
dizement,  assert  that  nations  must 
be  forced  by  the  sword  and  the 
cannon  to  do  their  dutv.  To  ob- 
tain  a  strong  energetic  executive, 
armed  with  severe  laws  and  a 
horde  of  mercenary  hirelings  at 
his  disposal  to  enforce  them  by 
stripes,  by  imprisonments  and  tor¬ 
tures,  is  the  height  of  that  refor¬ 
mation  for  which  these  contend. 
They  only  propose  an  established 
religion,  and  a  hireling  priesthood 
as  a  subsidiary.  Another  class, 
equally  erroneous,  suppose  that 
the  essence  of  reformation  con¬ 
sists  in  the  total  abolition  of  every 
species  of  religion,  and  of  every 
form  of  government  with  which 


any  force  is  connected.  Under  the 
system  of  the  former  class,  the 
world  and  outraged  humanity  have 
now  for  a  long  time  groaned.  The 
incapacity  of  the  latter  plan  to  af- 
I  ford  any  real  amendment,  will  per- 
i  haps  be  experienced  before  ma¬ 
il^  years  are  passed  over  our.beads. 
It  is  difficult  to  know  which  inost 
ito  detest,  the  hypocrisy  of  the  old, 
j  or  the  avowed  impiety  of  the  new, 
j  politicians.  The  Ifible  alone  pro- 
I  poses  a  scheme  of  politics,  wliicli 
jif  universally  embraced,  would 
give  immediate  peace  to  the  eartli, 
and  would  for  ever  sliut  the  tem¬ 
ple  of  Janus.  May  the  Lord  open 
the  eves  of  mortals  to  see  it,  and 
to  embrace  it  for  the  comlart  ot 
this  distressed  world ! 

Science,  though  it  in  part  disco¬ 
vers  duty%  cannot  at  all  dispose 
the  mind  to  practise  it.  Liberty, 
though  it  puts  us  in  possession  ot 
our  privileges,  is  not  able  to  in¬ 
troduce  such  a  subjective  state  as 
is  calculated  either  to  enjoy  these 
privileges,  or  to  preserve  them 
from  the  wiles  of  artifice,  or  the 
grasp  of  ambition.  Keal  religion 
supplies  this  defect.  .  It  changes 
the  heart,  destroys  sordid  selfish¬ 
ness,  and  introduces  into  the  soul 
the  love  of  God  and  of  man.  It 
plucks  up  by  the  roots  the  weeds 
of  corruption  and  pride,  it  sub¬ 
jects  the  passions  under  the  sway 
of  reason,  and  directs  the  acti¬ 
vity  of  man  to  its  appropriate 
objects.  In  sliort,  while  it  teaciies 
man  his  duty  to  superiors,  infe¬ 
riors,  and  equals,  it  enables  him 
to  discliarge  it  with  punctuality 
and  care. 

4.  The  fourth  evidence  for  the 
divine  authority  of  the  Scriptures, 
we  proposed  to  draw  from  the  ful¬ 
filment  of  prophecy. 

God  alone  knows  what  is  in  the 
womb  of  time,  and  vvhonever  fu 
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(tirity  is  revealed,  we  must  ac-  Bible  in  their  hands  would  have 
knowledge  it  to  be  from  him.  known  the  certainty  of  the  event, 
The  fulhlmerit  of  prophecy  and  consequently  the  nations  call- 
proves  the  divinity  of  our  reli-  ed  Christian,  would  rise  in  a  body 
gion  by  occular  demonstration,  to  dethrone  the  holy  see.  Inti- 
W  e  can  have  no  reason  to  doubt  dels  might  thence  argue,  that  the 
of  the  truth  of  prophecy,  and  con-  Christians  palmed  these  prophe- 
sequently  of  the  truth  of  revela-  cies  upon  the  world,  and  then  had 
tion,  when  we  see  instances  of  the  impiety  to  arise  to  fulfil  their 
things  which  could  no  ways  de-  false  pretensions.  Such  artitices 
pend  upon  human  conjecture,  are  frequently  practised  upon  a 
foretold  with  the  greatest  clear-  smaller  scale,  and  would  undoubt- 
ness,  and  fulfilled  hundreds  of  ediy  detract  from  the  evidence  of 
years  afterward  with  the  greatest  our  religion, 
exactness.  We  actually  see  in  But  the  prophecies  though  ob- 
the  state  of  men  and  things  around  scure  are  equally  certain.  The 
us,  the  com[)letion  of  many  of  the  1  blinded  protestant  nations  see  not 
prophecies  ;  and  there  is  no  room ;  the  period  appointed  for  the 
to  suspect  so  much  as  a  possibility  dovvnfal  of  the  man  of  sin  ;  and 
of  forgery  or  illusion,  since  the  consequently  instead  of  helping 
prophecies  are  received  in  books  to  pull  down  antichrist,  they  af- 
which  have  been  constantly  read  ford  him  all  possible  support, 
in  public  assemblies  these  nine-  This,  though  base  in  them,  is  a 
teen  centuries  ;  nay,  they  have  thing  in  which  God’s  glory  is  ul- 
been  translated  into  all  languages,  timately  advanced.  The  infidels 
dispersed  through  all  nations,  and  themselves  are  at  this  day  the 
commented  upon  by  difl'erent  an-  persons  who  directly  fulfil  the  pfo- 
thors  of  difTerent  ages,  oi'difi'erent ;  phecies  of  Daniel,  of  Paul,  and  of 
nations,  and  of  different  ranks.  John.  Our  eyes  behold  a  real 
Obscurities  there  are  indeed  in  miracle,  an  ample  confirmation  of 
the  prophetic  writings,  for  which  our  holy  Scriptures  performed 
many  good  reasons  might  he  as-  by  divine  Providence,  through 
signed,  and  this  particularly  be- ;  the  instrumentality  of  his  very 
Cause  prophecies  are  the  only ;  enemies.  Time,  which  detracts 
species  of  writing  which  isde-ifrom  the  evidence  of  other  wri- 
signed  for  the  instruction  of  future  I  ters,  is  daily  adding  something 
ages  more  than  the  times  for  to  the  credit  and  authority  of  the 
which  they  are  written.  If  tlie  j  prophets. 

prophecies  had  been  delivered!  Future  ages  will  comprehend 
in  plainer  terms,  some  persons  more  than  the  present,  and  the 
might  he  for  hastening  their  ac- }  present  more  tiian  the  last.  And 
cornplishment,  as  others  njight  at- 1  the  perfect  accomplishment  will 
tempt  to  defeat  it.  Men’s  actions  j  produce  a  perfect  knowledge  of 
would  not  appear  so  free,  nor ,  all  the  prophecies.  Many  passa- 
(iod’s  providence  so  conspicuous  ges  might  he  cited  in  that  hook 
in  their  completion.  If,  for  in-'  which  we  hold  in  our  hands,  and 
stance,  the  apostle  John  had  de-  the  events  corresponding  to  them 
dared  that  the  Pope  of  Rome  pointed  at  in  the  fate  of  the  Arabs, 
should  be  dethroned  in  the  year  the  Jews,  the  Turks,  and  the  fol- 
1798,  all  those  who  have  the  j  lowers  of  antichrist.  Inconfirma- 
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tion  of  the  visions  of  Daniel  and 
John,  we  now  see  antichrist  tum- 
blingfrom  the  throne  of  blasphemy 
on  which  he  sat.  In  answer  to 
the  prophetic  prayer  of  Ezekiel, 
xxi.  27.  dreadful  overturnings  are 
experiencing  in  every  quarter  of 
the  globe.  The  mosque  of  Ma¬ 
homet  shakes,  the  impostor  Peter 
has  dropped  his  keys,  the  horns 
of  the  beast  which  for  ages  push¬ 
ed  the  church,  and  made  her 
dearest  blood  flow  through  the 
streets,  are  now  turned  against 
himself,  and  will  prevail.  Accord¬ 
ing  to  Paul’s  prophecy,  Heb.  xii. 
26,  27,  the  heavens  of  political 
power  quake,  and  the  earths 
which  they  overlook  tremble ; 
and  those  things  which  are  now  a 
shaking,  will  be  changed  in  their 
nature  and  aspect,  so  that  the  per¬ 
manent  reign  of  reason,  of  liberty, 
and  of  piety  may  bless  the  inha¬ 
bitants  of  earth  with  constant  and 
virtuous  civilization."*^ 

5.  And  lastly,  the  truth  of  re¬ 
velation  appears  from  its  internal 
and  external  effects  upon  those 
who  embrace  it  with  faith  and  with 
cordiality. 

Whatever  infidels  may  think 
upon  the  subject,  the  reception 
given  by  true  Christians  to  the 
Gospel  of  the  Son  of  God,  does 
not  entirely  consist  in  that  rational 
belief  which  it  in  common  with 
other  histories  forces  from  them. 
Believers  have  an  internal  sense 
bestowed  upon  them  by  the  Holy 
Ghost,  peculiarly  calculated  to 
judge  of  the  truth  of  revelation. 
This  makes  it  a  direct  revelation 
to  every  one  so  qualified.  It  is 
not  considered  merely  as  deli¬ 
vered  to,  and  coming  from,  Moses 
and  the  prophets,  but  principally 

*  The  above  was  written  some  years 
ago. 


as  an  immediate  message  from 
God  to  the  soul.  “  He  that  be* 
lieveth,”  saith  John,  “  hath  tiic 
witness  in  himself,”  1  Epis.  v. 
10.  Was  a  blind  man  to  argue 
against  colours,  and  ridicule  those 
who  had  their  eyesight  as  often 
as  they  spake  about  seeing  the 
sun,  we  would  treat  him  with 
contempt  and  pity.  A  blind  man, 
however,  who  would  argue  against 
the  possibility  of  man’s  having  a 
fifth  sense,  because  he  himseli 
has  only  four,  would  act  not  more 
irrationally,  than  infidel  philoso¬ 
phers  do,  who  argue  against  the 
existence  of  an  internal  sentiment 
which  realizes  spiritual  objects, 
as  much  as  the  external  eye  does 
visible  objects,  because  they  arc 
themselves  destitute  of  that  pri¬ 
vilege. 

Christians,  under  the  banner 
of  the  captain  of  the  Lord's  host, 
are  however  secure  from  their 
envenomed  shafts.  They  may 
barb  anew  the  arrows  of  former 
adversaries,  they  may  dip  them 
in  their  deadliest  poison,  they  may 
whirl  them  at  the  shield  of  faith, 
but  like  the  feeble  dart  of  aged 
Priam  they  will  fall  to  the  ground 
without  a  stroke.  The  internal 
comfort,  joy,  confidence,  and  light 
which  divine  revelation  commu¬ 
nicates  to  the  believing  soul,  is  a 
sufficient  demonstration  of  its  au¬ 
thenticity,  although  the  saved 
subject  of  this  experience  should 
be  totally  unable  to  answer  the 
arguments  of  irreligion  and  un¬ 
belief. 

'riie  external  effects  which  re¬ 
velation  has  had,  and  continues  to 
have  upon  societies  and  individu¬ 
als,  are  pretty  generally  known. 
Early  did  it  splendidly  triumph 
over  every  opposition  which  the 
Combined  force  of  ignorance  and 
learning,  of  prejudice  and  of 
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earthly  interest,  of  power  and  of 
cunning,  of  hell  and  of  earth,  could 
erect.  The  weakest  and  most 
feeble  instruments  completed  a 
revolution  through  all  the  nations, 
and  the  despised  cross  of  a  cruci- 
tied  Master  triumphed  over. the 
glittering  crow.ns  of  empurpled 
inonarchs.  Those  who  embraced 
the  Gospel,  were  immediately 
changed  from  their  vicious  habits, 
to  the  best  behaviour.  Meekness, 
virtue,  and  charity  adorned  their 
lives.  They  surpassed  the  Epi¬ 
cureans  in  their  care  of  the  body, 
while  their  tirmness  and  perseve¬ 
rance  in  the  path  of  mental  im¬ 
provement,  far  exceeded  the  ex¬ 
ertions  of  the  disciples  of  Zeno. 
If  we  examine  the  external  man¬ 
ners  of  men  in  this  very  age  and 
country,  the  friends  of  Zion  wdll 
bear  a  comparison  with  their  most 
moral  neighbours.  Christianity 
enforces  and  sanctions  every  duty , 
by  every  motive  which  can  ef¬ 
fectually  interest  our  hopes  and! 
our  fears.  LD 

(To  be  continued,^ 


THE  EXCELLENCY  OF  THE  KNOW- j 

LEDGE  OF  CHRIST  JESUS.  I 

I 

IT  is  the  peculiar  glory  of  the 
Gospel  of  the  Son  of  God  to  com¬ 
mend  itself  to  the  affections  and 
the  pursuits  of  man,  upon  princi¬ 
ples  the  most  repugnant  to  human 
wisdom,  and  the  most  humiliating 
to  human  pride.  The  preaching 
of  “  Christ  crucified,”  which  to 
them  that  believe  is  “  the  wisdom 
of  God  and  the  power  of  God,” 
ever  has  been,  and  ever  will  be, 
to  the  prejudices  of  this  world 
“  a  stumbling-block,”  and  to  its 
philosophy,  “  foolishness.”  This 
reception,  however,  is  not  to  be 


wondered  at,  since  the  religion 
of  the  Lord  Jesus  completely  in¬ 
verts  all  its  calculations  and  pros¬ 
trates  all  its  dignity.  The  high¬ 
est  ambition  of  sinful  man  is,  to 
glorify  himself ;  and  his  greatest 
happiness,  to  be  glorified  by  his 
fellow-men.  His  desire  of  dis¬ 
tinction  is  seen  in  every  action  of 
his  life,  and  heard  in  every  breath¬ 
ing  of  his  heart ;  and  to  gratify  it, 
under  any  or  every  form  of  afflu¬ 
ence  or  pleasure,  of  honour  or 
of  power,  he  will  count  no  labour 
too  severe,  no  sacrifice  too  great. 
That  however  which  he  esteems 
and  pursues  as  the  consummation 
of  his  happiness  and  the  perfec¬ 
tion  of  his  nature,  is  but  the  mark 
of  his  folly  and  a  proof  of  his  sin¬ 
fulness  ;  and  the  longer  he  con¬ 
tinues  the  vain  pursuit,  the  more 
eager  and  desperate  are  the  pant- 
ings  of  his  spirit,  and  the  further 
does  he  rove  from  the  fountain 
of  his  peace,  his  blessedness,  and 
his  glory. 

In  this  career,  no  man  ever 
went  with  more  impetuosity  or 
success  than  did  Saul  of  Tarsus. 
A  greater  or  a  loftier  spirit  never 
breathed  in  our  world.  His  was 
a  soul  of  celestial  fire — his  an  in¬ 
tellect  of  the  most  enormous 
power  and  the  most  comprehen¬ 
sive  grasp— his  a  nerve  that  no 
danger  could  shake,  and  a  zeal 
j  that  no  difficulty  could  quench — 
whose  acquisitions  were  as  un¬ 
equalled  as  his  talents  were  unri- 
!  vailed — whose  honours  were  as 
brilliant  as  his  merit  was  trans- 
j  cendent — who,  before  his  conver¬ 
sion  to  the  faith  of  Jesus,  enjoyed 
among  his  countrymen  every  pri¬ 
vilege  and  distinction  to  which  his 
heaH  could  aspire  :  for,  “  if  any 
man,”  says  he,  “  hath  whereof  he 
might  glory,  I  more  ;  circumcised 
the  eighth  day,  of  the  stock  of 
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Israel,  of  the  tribe  of  Benjamin, 
an  Hebrew  o‘*  the  Hebrews  ;  as 
touching  the  law,  a  Pharisee  ; 
concerning  zeal,  persecuting  the 
church  ;  touching  the  righteous¬ 
ness  which  is  in  the  law,  blame¬ 
less.'’  But  all  these  thiiiirs, 
which,  before  the  light  of  the 
Gospel  of  the  Son  of  God  dashed 
its  convictions  upon  my  soul,  “  I 
counted  gain  to  me  for  which 
my  brethren,  according  to  the 
flesh,  despise  the  rest  of  the 
world,  and  on  which  alone  they 
trust  for  their  acceptance  with 
God,  “  these  things  I  counted  loss 
for  Christ.” — “  Yea,  doubtless,*' 
says  he,  as  his  spirit  kindles  with 
the  subject,  even  now  that  my 
eyes  have  been  opened  to  behold 
the  glory  of  God  in  the  face  of 
Jesus  Christ — even  now,  with  all 
my  Chrisiian  privileges,  and  my 
Christian  honours,  my  apostleship, 
niy  gifts,  my  power, my  labours,  my 
sufl'erings,  my  zeal,  my  purity,  my 
interest,  my  prospect,  my  life — 
“  Yea,  doubtless,  I  count  all 
things  but  loss  for  the  excellency 
of  the  knowledge  of  Christ  Jesus 
my  Lord.”  Give  me  every  thing 
else  that  my  heart  can  wish  or 
my  imagination  conceive,  and  if  I 
have  not  the  knowledge  of  the 
Lord  Jesus,  1  should  suffer  inti 
nite  loss.  In  comparison  with 
this,  all  other  things  have  no  va¬ 
lue,  no  beauty,  no  attraction,  no 
glory.  This  life  woiild  be  a  bur¬ 
den,  this  earth  a  wilderness  ;  yea, 
heaven  itself  w  ould  be  a  dungeon 
without  the  knowledge  of  the 
Lord  Jesus.  To  gain  this,  is  the 
supreme  desire  of  my  affections, 
the  exclusive  object  of  my  pur¬ 
suit,  the  great  blessedness  of  mt^ 
being.  “Yea,  doubtless,  I  count 
all  things  but  loss  for  the  excel¬ 
lency  of  the  knowledge  of  Christ 
Je'iiis  my  Lord.” 


Our  object  in  this  article  is,  to 
vindicate  the  Apostle’s  prefer¬ 
ence,  by  endeavoiiring  to  show 
wherein  the  nature  and  excel¬ 
lency  of  this  knowledge  consist. 

I.  The  Lord  Jesus  is  the  sum 
and  substance  of  whatever  he- 
lot)gs  to  the  salvation,  tiie  hope 
and  glory  of  a  sinner.  Wlien  we 
had  insulted  the  government  and 
despised  the  favour  of  heaven  — 
when  the  cry  of  our  rebellion  had 
reached  the  ears  and  provoked 
the  indignation  of  that  God  “  w  ith 
whom  is  tc‘rrihle  majesty,'’  what 
stayed  the  arm  of  Omnipotence 
when  lifted  up  to  crush  the  rebel  ? 
Why  did  not  his  thunderbolts  in¬ 
stantly  sweep  rebellious  man  into 
the  bottomless  pit,  as  they  did  the 
lebellious  angels  ?  W  hy  <lid  not 
the  blackness  of  despair  gather 
upon  every  soul  of  man  ?  Wh}'^ 

was  not  the  sword  of  vengeance 
immediately  bathed  in  our  blood? 
It  was  because  a  voice  wa.s  heard 
in  heaven,  “  Awake,  O  sword, 
against  the  man  that  is  my  fellow  !” 
U  was  because  Jesus  bared  his 
breast  and  poured  out  his  blood, 
till  the  Avenger  said,  “  It  is 
enough.”  Oh,  if  the  lightnings 
of  heaven  had  not  streamed  and 
exhausted  their  fury  around  his 
head,  thick  and  horrible  darkness 
had  for  ever  enwrapped  our  earth, 
save  w'hat  glimmerings  these  light¬ 
nings  had  produced,  to  make  our 
darkness  more  visible  and  our 
despair  more  awful.  But  because 
Christ  interposed  for  our  help, 
when  all  creation  had  justly  con¬ 
spired  for  our  ruin,  this  darkness 
vanished,  the  thunders  ceased  to 
roar,  the  deluge  of  the  divine 
wrath  was  rolled  back  to  hell, 
the  rainbow  of  the  eternal  cove¬ 
nant  smiled  on  the  heavens,  while 
swift  from  the  paradise  above 
came  the  angel  of  mercy  bearing 
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in  her  hands  the  olive  of  peace,, 
and  on  her  lip<«  the  accents  of 
love,  to  welcome  and  conduct  the' 
ransomed  of  the  Lord  up  to  the 
bosom  of  their  Saviour  and  their 
(iod.  “God  is  in  Christ  recon- 
cilins;  the  world  unto  himself — 
not  imputing^  unto  men  their  tres¬ 
passes — for  he  hath  made  him  to 
be  sin  for  us  who  knew  no  sin, 
that  we  mijiht  be  made  the  righ¬ 
teousness  of  God  in  him.”  In 
ourselves  we  have  neither  right¬ 
eousness,  nor  hope,  nor  help ;  and 
unless  wc  are  covered  with  a  robe 
of  complete,  perfect  righteous¬ 
ness,  in  which  the  eye  of  God 
himself  cannot  find  the  least  blem¬ 
ish,  not  one  of  us  can  live.  Hut 
now,  O  wondrous  and  transport¬ 
ing  truth  1  since  God  has  set  forth 


clothes  us  with  a  garment  of  more 
than  angelic  beauty.  Christ  alone 
is  the  fountain  of  whatever  enters 
into  the  life,  the  peace,  the  hope, 
the  glory ,  of  a  ransomed  sinner.  He 
has  the  Spirit  poured  out  upon  him 
without  measure,  and  he  distri¬ 
butes  the  gifts  of  this  Spirit  to  his 
follovvers,  as  they  severally  need  ; 
so  that  there  is  not  an  aspiration 
of  their  hearts  after  higher  com¬ 
munion  with  their  Father,  not  a 
victory  they  gain  over  their  cor¬ 
ruptions,  not  any  strength  they 
experience  in  their  contlicts,  not 
any  consolation  they  obtain  under 
their  trials,  not  any  elevation  of 
their  hearts  above  surrounding 
difficulties,  not  any  expansion  of 
the  good  and  holy  principles  of 
their  renovated  nature,  not  any 


the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  as  the  pro- ;  progress  they  make  in  the  race 
pitialion  for  sin,  tliis  is  our  tri-jset  before  them,  but  tlows  from 
umphant  challenge  — “  Who  shall'the  life  and  fulness  of  the  Captain 
lay  any  thing  to  the  charge  ofl  of  their  salvation.  He  is  not  only 
God’s  elect  ?  It  is  God  that  justi-Ithe  source  of  their  beauty,  but 
ficth.  Who  is  he  that  condemn-  he  himself  is  the  beauteous  model 
eth  ?  It  is  Christ  that  died,  yea,  to  which  they  are  to  be  con- 
rather  that  is  risen  again— who  is  formed. 

also  at  the  right-hand  of  God —  And  while  he  carries  them  on 

who  also  maketh  intercession  for'from  strength  to  strength,  and 
us.”  The  righteousness  and  from  glory  to  glory,  in  every 
blood  of  Jesus  alone  can  pacify  tribulation  through  which  they 
our  conscience  and  satisfy  the  de- 1  have  to  pass,  he  revives  their 
mands  of  God.  “  There  is  none; hearts — in  every  moment  of  sor- 
other  name  given  under  heaven  |  row  he  kindly  wipes  away  their 
among  men,  whereby  we  must  be  tears — over  every  enemy  he 
saved.”  And  as  Jesus  is  the  07i/y,i  makes  them  more  than  conquer- 
so  he  is  the  perfect  Saviour,  ors — and  their  last  enemy,  the 
There  is  no  sin  of  too  deep  a  stain,  king  of  terrors,  he  transforms  into 
exce[)ling  the  sin  against  the  Holy  an  angel  of  pence,  to  carry  up 
(ihost,  which  his  blood  cannot  their  spirits  to  join  the  spirits  of 
wipe  away — there  is  no  con- j  the  just  made  perfect, 
science  so  enanguished  but  hej  II.  We  have  nowhere  but  in 
can  soothe  its  pain — there  is  notthe  Lord  Jesus  any  adequate  view 
heart  so  hard  but  he  can  soften  it.jof  the  perfections  of  the  divine  na~ 


His  blood  cleanses  not  only  from  Dire.  God  is,  in  his  own  nature. 


the  guilt  of  sin,  but  from  its  pol-  altogether  incomprehensible.  He 


lution  and  power.  He  not  merely  dwells  in  light  which  no  man  can 


strips  off  our  filthy  rags,  but! approach  unto  ;  and  yet  the  true 
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knowledge  of  this  rery  God, 
“  whom  no  man  hath  seen  or  can 
see,'’  is  essential  to  the  religion, 
and  hope,  and  happiness  of  a  sin¬ 
ner.  “  'l-he  heavens  do  indeed 
declare  his  glory,  and  the  firma¬ 
ment  showeth  forth  his  handy 
work  and  “  the  invisible  things 
of  God,  from  the  creation  of  the 
world,  are  clearly  seen,  being  un¬ 
derstood  by  the  things  that  are 
made,  even  his  eternal  power  and 
Godhead but  still  no  reflec¬ 
tions  of  himself  upon  any  finite 
creation,  or  in  any  finite  creature, 
can  aflbrd  a  satisfactory  repre¬ 
sentation  of  the  infinite  God.  And 
hence  it  is,  that  they  who  have 
had  no  other  knowledge  of  (iod 
than  what  they  derived  from  the 
works  of  his  bands,  have  alwavs 
corrupted  the  glory  of  the  in¬ 
corruptible  God  by  images  njade 
like  unto  corruptible  man.” — 
The  world  by  wisdom  knows 
not  God  and  ignorance  of  the 
divine  perfections  ever  has  been, 
and  ever  will  be,  a  prolific  source 
of  iniquity  and  misery  in  our 
world.  But  now,  though  “  no 
man  hath  seen  God  at  any  time, 
yet  the  only  begotten  Son  who  is 
in  the  bosom  of  his  Father,  he 
hath  declared  him.”  He  has  not 
merely  in  his  words  given  us  the 
knowledge  of  God,  but  he  has,  in 
his  owzx  person^  given  us  the  image 
of  God — of  God  as  he  is  the  ob¬ 
ject  of  our  faith  and  love,  of  our 
trust  and  obedience.  “  He  is  the 
brightness  of  his  Father’s  glory, 
and  the  express  image,  the  exact 
likeness,  the  perfect  delineation 
of  his  Father’s  person  ;  so  that 
he  that  hath  seen  the  Son,  hath 
seen  the  Father  also.”  We 
know  nothing  of  “  the  light  of  the 
knowledge  of  the  glory  of  God,” 
as  sinners  ought  to  know  it,  but 
in  the  face  of  Jesus  Christ.”! 


!  If  we  behold  it  not  there,  we  be^ 
j  hold  it  not  at  all.  And  as  there  ip 
no  other,  so  there  never  can  be 
a  more  glorious  representation  of 
the  divine  excellencies  than  we 
have  in  him.  The  meanest  be¬ 
liever  in  the  Lord  Jesus,  has  infi¬ 
nitely  more  knowledge  of  the  per¬ 
fections  of  God,  of  his  wisdom, 
love,  righteousness,  holiness, 
grace,  truth,  than  the  niost  pro¬ 
found  philosopher  on  earth,  or 
the  most  exalted  angel  in  heaven 
could  ever  attain  merely  by  their 
own  intellect.  Every  other  know¬ 
ledge  of  God,  but  as  he  is  reveal¬ 
ed  and  represented  in  the  Lord 
Jesus,  is,  for  all  the  purposes  of 
our  being,  utterly  worthless  and 
fruitless.  It  may  consist  with  a 
rejection  of  his  truth,  and  con¬ 
tempt  for  his  love.  But  this  is  not 
only  delightful  and  enrapturing, 
but  unutterably  useful  and  pro¬ 
ductive  ;  for  they,  and  they  only, 
that  behold  the  image  of  God  in 
the  Lord  Jesus  are  transformed 
into  the  same  image  from  glory  to 
glnry,  as  by  the  Spirit  of  the 
Lord.  It  is  the  contemplation  of 
this  image  that  is  the  great  em¬ 
ployment  of  our  faith  in  this 
world,  and  the  great  mean  of  all 
our  life  and  beauty  :  and  it  is  the 
perpetual  and  immediate  vision  of 
it  hereafter,  that  shall  consti¬ 
tute  our  everlasting  blessedness 
and  glory.  “  Here  we  see 
through  a  glass  darkly — but  then 
face  to  face  :  here  we  know  but 
in  part — but  then  shall  we  know 
even  as  also  we  are  known.” 
And  “  though  now  it  doth  not  ap¬ 
pear  what  we  shall  be,  yet  we 
know  that  when  he  shall  appear, 
we  shall  be  like  him,  for  we  shall 
see  him  as  he  is.” 

III.  All  the  counsels  of  God 
were  founded  in  the  Lord  Jesus. 
He  represents  to  ns  the  divine 
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excellencies  not  merely  as  they 
belong  essentially  to  the  divine 
nature,  but  as  they  are  exercised 
in  determining,  beforehand,  what¬ 
soever  was  to  happen  ;  and  more 
especially,  in  designing  the  salva¬ 
tion  of  the  Church.  The  pur¬ 
poses  of  God’s  will  were  all  pur¬ 
posed  in  the  Lord  Jesus  alone. 
**  Jehovah  possessed  him  in  the 
beginning  of  his  ways,  before  his 
works  of  old— he  was  set  up  from 
everlasting,  from  the  beginning, 
or  ever  the  earth  was.”  As  the 
eternal  counsels  of  God  are  the 
results  of  his  infinite  wisdom,  the 
expressions  of  his  infinite  love, 
and  the  sources  of  his  infinite 
glory,  his  chief  delight  and  com¬ 
placency  are  centred  in  them. 
And  as  they  were  all  to  be  ac¬ 
complished  in  and  by  the  Lord 
Jesus,  the  Father  delighted  in 
him  from  eternity.  Hence  he  is 
said  to  have  been  always  “  in  the 
bosom  ot  the  Father.”  We  ne¬ 
ver  shall  know  any  thing  of  the 
divine  purposes,  but  what  we 
learn  from  him  who  was  always 
“  in  the  bosom  of  the  f'ather 
for  as  he  alone  has  power  to  ex¬ 
ecute  them,  so  he  alone  has  wis¬ 
dom  to  unfold  them.  The  mys¬ 
teries  of  the  everlasting  counsels, 
no  creature  in  earth  or  heaven 
can  ever  explore  :  but  when  they 
would  contemplate  them,  even 
Gabriel  must  exclaim,  with  Paul, 
“  O  the  depth  of  the  riches,  of  the 
wisdom,  and  the  knowledge  of 
God  I  How  unsearchable  are  his 
judgments,  and  his  ways  past  find¬ 
ing  out  I”  But  behold,  that  vo¬ 
lume  which,  to  all  created  intel¬ 
ligence  combined  is  a  “  sealed 
book,”  has  been  delivered  into 
the  hands  of  the  Lord  Jesus.  He 
alone,  throughout  the  universe  of 
God,  is  found  worthy  to  break 
the  seal  thereof  and  unfold  its 


momentous  contents :  for  this 
roll  of  heaven’s  edicts,  which  has 
been  laid  up  from  eternity  in  the 
archives  of  the  skies,  and  into 
which  the  angels  and  the  Church 
desire  to  look,  was  written  in  his 
own  blood  and  sealed  by  his  own 
Spirit.  Upon  that  roll  he  him¬ 
self  has  engraved  the  destinies  of 
every  creature,  and  inscribed  the 
name  of  every  ransomed  sinner  : 
and  as  he  now  stands  in  the  high¬ 
est  heavens,  with  this  roll  in  his 
hands,  his  voice  from  on  high  to 
his  redeemed  upon  earth  is, 
“  Come  up  hither,  and  I  will 
show  thee  things  which  must 
be  hereafter.”  What  knowledge 
then  is  so  desirable,  so  interesting, 
so  stu|)endous  as  the  knowledge 
of  the  Lord  Jesus  !  What  song 
so  triumphant  and  so  transporting 
to  those  who  w’ould  study  the  re¬ 
cords  of  eternity,  as  that  to  which 
they  “  whose  names  are  written 
in  the  book  of  life”  tune  their 
I  harps  ?  “  Thou  only  art  worthy 
to  take  the  book,  and  unloose  the 
seals  thereof ;  for  thou  wast  slain, 
and  hast  redeemed  us  to  God  by 
thy  blood,  out  of  every  kindred, 
and  tongue,  and  people,  and  na¬ 
tion.” 

IV.  The  Lord  Jesus  is  the  ob¬ 
ject  and  centre  of  all  the  dispensa- 
tions  of  divine  Providence, 

Of  every  revolution  that  has 
occurred  or  shall  occur — from 
that  moment  when  the  morning 
stars  shouted  their  first  jubilee  to 
celebrate  the  glory  of  the  Crea¬ 
tor,  and  to  sound  the  march  of  his 
Providence  over  our  world,  until 
that  period  w^hen  his  magnificent 
march  shall  be  finished,  the  Lord 
Jesus  has  been,  and  will  be,  the 
end,  the  source,  and  the  glory. 
His  finger  touches  all  the  springs 
that  govern  the  machinery  of  the 
natural,  the  intellectual,  and  the 
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moral  worlil ;  and  lio  directs  them 
all  to  fultil  the  purposes  of  his 
government  and  advance  the  wel¬ 
fare  of  his  Church.  All  the  laws 
that  regulate  the  movements  of 
nature,  not  only  in  this  world, 
but  throughout  the  universe,  he 
controls  as  his  wisdom  sees  best, 
to  succour  his  people  or  destroy 
his  adversaries.  What  arc  the 
devouring  fire,  the  noon-day  pes¬ 
tilence,  the  wasting  famine,  the 
overwhelming  tempest,  that  have 
so  often  buried  millions  in  an  un¬ 
timely  tomb  ?  They  are  the  mes¬ 
sengers  of  Jesus,  and  the  execu¬ 
tioners  of  his  will.  Who  is  he 
that  crowns  the  year  with  his 
goodness,  and  gives  fruitful  sea¬ 
sons  to  fill  the  heart  of  the  hus¬ 
bandman  with  food  and  gladness  ? 
Who  makes  the  bills  rejoice,  and 
the  valleys  to  shout  for  jo3'  ? 
Who  makes  all  nature  beauty  to 
the  eye  and  music  to  the  ear  ?  It 
is  even  that  Jesus  who  “  hangs 
creation  on  his  arm,  and  feeds- it 
at  his  board.”  The  movements 
of  all  the  rational  and  irrational 
creatures  are  equally  under  the 
operation  of  his  hands  ;  and  how’- 
ever  complicated  their  motions 
may  appear,  he  regulates  them 
all,  from  the  meanest  brute  that 
perisheth  to  the  archangel  above 
or  the  arch  fiend  below.  All 
heaven  is  the  theatre  of  his 
praise — all  the  armies  of  heaven 
move  at  his  w  ill — all  hell  is  naked 
to  his  eyes — all  its  fiends  are  but 
ministers  to  subserve  his  plea¬ 
sure-all  their  malice  and  fury 
against  his  Church  but  occasions 
to  pour  more  brilliant  glory 
around  himself,  and  more  tre¬ 
mendous  horror  upon  them¬ 
selves.  All  the  passions  of  man, 
all  his  interests,  his  systems  and 
his  plans,  he  makes  to  illustrate 
his  ovvn  praise,  and  “  work  toge 


ther  for  good  to  them  that  love 
him,  and  are  the  called  according 
to  his  purpose.”  What  mean 
the  stupendous  revolutions  that 
have  employed  the  historian’s 
pen  and  excited  our  wonder,  our 
admiration,  or  our  joy  ?  Where¬ 
fore  the  fall  of  kings,  .and  the 
I  crash  of  kingdoms  ?  It  is,  that 
I  upon  their  ruined  thrones  and 
over  their  shattered  sceptres 
may  be  erected  that  kingdom 
which  is  righteousness,  and  peace, 
and  joy  in  the  Holy  Ghost.” 
Who  is  he  that  often  shakes  the 
earth  to  its  centre,  and  shivers  in 
pieces  the  nations  with  the  tem¬ 
pest  of  his  fury  ?  Who  that  terri¬ 
ble  one  that  often  treads  the 
winepress  of  his  wrath,  and 
makes  blood  to  stream  out  even 
unto  the  horse-bridles  ?  Behold, 
it  is  the  King,  the  Redeemer  of 
his  Church  !  Why  do  blasphemy 
and  wild  misrule,  ambition  and 
death,  so  frcipiently  take  their 
sweep  ?  Wherefore  have  w  e 
heard  the  sighing  of  the  wddow', 
the  cries  of  the  orphan,  and  the 
groaning  of  millions  in  our  world  ? 
Wherefore  is  the  prince  of  dark¬ 
ness  allowmd  to  brood  over  na¬ 
tions  with  his  infernal  w'ings,  to 
overspread  them  with  midnight 
blackness,  and  breathe  upon  them 
the  pestilence  of  the  second 
death?  It  is  but  to  show  the 
I  brightness,  the  beauty,  and  the 
glory  of  the  coming  of  the  Son  of 
man.  It  is  that  from  the  east 
and  the  west,  the  north  and  the 
south,  that  song  of  triumph  may 
burst  with  sweeter  transport  on 
our  earth,  “  Alleluia ;  now  is 
come  salvation,  and  strength,  and 
the  kingdom  of  our  God,  and  the 
power  of  his  Christ” — that  the 
rapture  of  that  song  upon 
earth  may  be  a  prelude  and  a 
pattern  of  the  unutterable  bless- 
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%:ciness  anti  everlasting  song  in 
heaven. 

V.  The  Lord  Jesus  is  the 
great  fountain  of  the  glory  of  God, 
All  things  were  originally  made 
in  perfect  harmony  and  beauty, 
and  in  direct  subordination  to  the 
divine  glory.  But  when  man 
lifted  up  his  hand  and  voice  in 
rebellion,  instead  of  lifting  them 
up  to  glorify  his  Creator,  discord 
ensued  in  the  works  of  God  ;  yet 
his  purposes  seemed  to  be  de¬ 
feated,  and  his  wisdom  degraded, 
although  he  might  have  magni¬ 
fied  his  power  and  righteousness 
in  our  eternal  perdition. 

Now,  if  the  Lord  Jesus,  when 
he  interposed  not  merely  to 
rescue  the  rebels,  but  to  vindi¬ 
cate  the  glory  of  the  rebeFs  God, 
had  been  foiled  in  that  work, 
wherein  the  honour  of  the  divine 
throne  was  embarked,  not  onlv 
had  the  hope  of  man  perished 
with  him,  but  the  glory  of  Gorl 
from  this  lower  creation  would, 
for  the  most  part,  have  perished 
with  the  hope  of  man  ;  so  that 
hell  might  have  proudly  waved 
her  infernal  banner  over  our 
ruined  world,  and  inscribed  upon 
that  banner,  “  To  the  infamy  of 
the  wisdom  and  the  government 
of  God  !”  But,  all  th.mks  and 
praise  to  the  name  of  Jesus!  He 
destroyed  the  empire  of  darkness, 
and  despoiled  the  murderer  of 
the  human  race  of  his  prey,  not 
merely  by  power,  but  by  right. 
And  while  he  thereby  restored 
the  harmony  of  God’s  creation, 
and  secured  his  intended  revenue 
of  praise  from  man,  he  also  made 
a  more  brilliant  display  of  the 
divine  perfections  than  ever  had 
been  made  before.  Yea,  no¬ 
where  does  the  glory  of  God  ap¬ 
pear  so  magnificent  as  in  the  sal- 
ration  of  man.  Combine  all  the 


splendours  that  are  to  be  found 
in  his  universe,  every  other  dis¬ 
play  he  has  made  of  himself  in 
heaven,  in  earth,  or  hell,  and 
when  they  are  all  concentred  in 
one  luminous  blaze,  they  are 
utterly  eclipsed  by  this  glory  that 
excelleth.  Nowhere  but  in  the 
Lord  Jesus  has  he  made  a  full 
display  of  his  perfections.  No¬ 
where  else  is  that  peculiar  glory 
of  God  to  be  seen  as  the  pardoner 
of  sin,  it  is  not  to  be  found  in 
the  works  of  creation,  or  in  the 
evolutions  of  Providence.  But 
this,  his  greatest  glory,  is  known 
only  in  the  Church,  and  by  the 
Church  alone  revealed  to,  earth 
and  heaven.  The  angels  know 
nothing  of  it  but  what  they  learn 
I'rom  sinners  redeemed  by  the 
blood  of  the  cross— and  a  great 
portion  of  their  blessedness  con¬ 
sists  in  discovering  the  wonders 
and  ministering  to  the  heirs 
of  redeeming  grace — so  that 

Christ,  having  bound  them  toge¬ 
ther  in  one  common  interest, 
has  “  gathered  all  things  in  hea¬ 
ven  and  earth  under  one  head  in 
himself,”  and  cemented  them  in 
a  union  which  no  power  can  dis¬ 
solve,  and  no  time  can  destroy  : 
and  thus  the  glory,  which  God 
will  now  receive  from  the  angels 
and  the  redeemed  throughout 
eternity,  will  unutterably  surpass 
that  which  he  would  have  receiv¬ 
ed  if  man  had  never  rebelled  : 
and  if  the  interposition  of  the 
Lord  Jesus  shall  render  the  notes 
of  praise  from  the  glorious  hosts 
above  infinitely  more  enraptur¬ 
ing  than  otherwise  they  would 
have  been,  it  will  also  make  the 
shrieks  of  horror  from  the  bot¬ 
tomless  pit  infinitely  more  awful. 
Yea,  the  very  torments  of  hel^ 
shall  add  to  the  blessedness  of 
heaven  :  and  while  the  smoke  of 
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the  torments  of  the  damned  shall 
be  for  ever  ascending  up  more 
and  more  ghastly  to  show  the 
fierceness  of  his  terrors,  the  more 
and  more  ardent  will  be  the  alle¬ 
luias  of  the  spirits  of  the  just 
made  perfect,  to  proclaim  the 
wonders  of  his  love. 

But  not  only  from  this  world 
shall  God  receive  a  revenue  of 
glory  through  the  Lord  Jesus, 
but  also  from  all  the  worlds  he 
has  made  :  for,  from  the  analogy 
of  his  dispensations,  and  the  infi¬ 
nite  excellence  of  the  person  of 
our  Redeemer,  it  is  exceedingly 
probable  that  his  dispensations 
towards  our  little  world  shall  be 
but  the  commencement,  the  cen¬ 
tre,  and  the  pledge  of  dispensa¬ 
tions  still  more  stupendous,  of 
glory  still  more  magnificent, 
throughout  his  boundless  uni¬ 
verse  ;  and  that  those  w'ho  were 
ransomed  by  his  blood  in  our 
world,  shall  be  employed  as  in¬ 
struments,  by  whom  the  countless 
millions  of  the  countless  worlds 
that  are  made,  shall  bring  their  j 
tribute  of  love  to  our  Redeemer 
and  of  glory  to  our  God  :  so  that 
all  these  worlds  and  systems 
which  now  revolve  around  each 
other,  shall  hereafter  revolve  as 
satellites  around  the  Lord  Jesus. 
And  while  they  shall  for  ever 
revolve  around  him  as  the  centre 
of  their  blessedness  and  beauty, 
oh  !  what  glory  shall  be  added  to 
his  cross,  and  what  brilliancy 
poured  around  the  throne  of  (iod, 
when  not  only  from  earth  to  hea¬ 
ven  and  from  heaven  to  earth, 
but  from  world  to  world,  shall  be 
re-echoed  round  the  universe 
of  God  that  transporting  song. 
Blessing,  and  honour,  and  glory, 
and  power  be  unto  Him  that  sit- 
teth  upon  the  throne,  and  to  the 
Lamb  for  ever.” 


Such  is  “  the  excellency  of  the 
knowledge  of  Christ  Jesus  our 
Lord.”  But,  oh  !  how  weak  and 
imperfect  are  our  conceptions, 
how  feeble  and  poor  our  language, 
when  we  would  speak  of  Him 
whose  praises  aie  indeed  unut¬ 
terable,  and  whose  glory  sur- 
passeth  all  comprehension.  But 
is  not  even  the  little  glimpse  we 
can  catch  of  his  beauty  abund¬ 
antly  suibcient  to  cast  into  the 
shade  every  earthly  glory  ?  Is  it 
not  enough,  and  more  than 
enough,  to  make  us  count  all 
things  hut  loss,  in  comparison 
witii  this  Jesus,  who  is  altogether 
lovely  ?  Is  not  every  other  ob¬ 
ject  of  ])ursuit  worse  than  worth¬ 
less,  in  competition  with  him  ? 
Is  there'  any  other  possession  be¬ 
neath  the  skies  so  infinitely  pre¬ 
cious  ?  Is  any  other  knowledge 
whatever  so  useful  or  interesting, 
so  valuable  or  so  productive,  so 
delightful  orso  ennobling?  Come, 
all  ye  sons  of  science,  ye  philo¬ 
sophers,  with  all  yonr  boasted 
wisdom  and  virtue !  Come,  ye 
who  toil  day  and  night  to  amass 
riches,  come  with  all  your  trea¬ 
sures  !  Come,  ye  devotees  of 
pleasure,  with  all  your  enchant¬ 
ments,  your  rioting  and  your 
mirth !  Come,  all  ye  who  glitter 
in  earthly  honours,  with  the 
proudest  wreaths  that  adorn  your 
brows!  Come,  heap  together 
your  riches,  your  pleasures,  your 
glories — pile  heaps  upon  heaps — 
yea,  present  the  whole  world, 
with  all  its  thrones,  and  wealth, 
and  attractions — yea,  if  in  your 
power,  offer  the  whole  universe 
to  an  humble  believer  in  exchange 
for  the  knowledge  of  Christ  Jesus 
his  Lord,  and  though  he  were  in 
rags,  and  counted  as  the  ofiscour- 
ing  of  the  earth,  he  would  spurn 
your  offer  with  infinite  indigna- 
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lion.  “  If  our  Gospel  be  hid, 
it  is  hid  to  them  that  are  lost, 
in  whom  the  god  of  this  world 
hath  blended  the  minds  of  them 
which  believe  not,  lest  the  light  j 
of  the  knowledge  of  the  glory  ofj 
God  in  the  face  of  Jesus  Christ! 
should  shine  unto  them.”  Where-  f 
fore  then,  O  sinner,  do  you  spend 
your  money  for  that  which  is  not 
bread,  and  your  labour  for  thatj 
which  satisficth  not  ?  Why  do  you  ! 
reckon  this  Lord  Jesus,  with  all  j 
his  grace  and  truth,  with  all  | 
his  loveliness  and  beauty,  with 
all  his  kingdom  and  glory  that  he 
holds  out  for  your  acceptance,  as 
altogether  beneath  your  regard, 
in  comparison  with  the  poor,  pal¬ 
try,  perishing  objects  of  earthly 
ambition?  Wherefore  do  you 
even  sacrifice  your  immortal  souls 
in  chasing  these  bubbles  that 
vanish  when  they  are  grasped  ?| 
When  this  Lord  Jesus,  whorni 
sinners  now  consider  unworthy  j 
of  their  thoughts  or  their  pursuit,  j 
shall  come  to  take,  vengeance  onj 
all  that  know  not  God,  but  to  be; 


glorified  in  his  saints  and  admired 
in  all  them  that  believe — when 
he  shall  be  revealed  in  fiaming 
fire,  with  all  the  armies  of  heaven 
in  his  train — when  they  shall  hear 
his  trump  summon  heaven,  and 
earth,  and  hell  to  his  bar — shall 
see  his  lightnings  kindle  up  the 
flames  that  shall  enwrap  our  world, 
and  shall  behold  these  heavens 
passing  away  as  a  scroll — then, 
oh  !  then  what  would  they  not 
give  for  this  knowledge  of  the 
Lord  Jesus  ?  But  it  is  too  late — 
the  Judge  is  upon  the  throne — the 
sentence  is  passed — and  the  thun¬ 
derbolts  of  his  wrath  hurl  them 
down  to  everlasting  horror  ?  But 
they  who  here  counted  all  things 
but  loss  for  Christ,  shall  then  find 
their  choice  to  have  been  infinite 
wisdom,  and  their  loss  infinite 
gain — shall  come  forth  from  the 
fires  of  the  lastday,shiningwiththe 
effulgence  of  celestial  beauty — 
shall  swell  theshontof  victory  from 
the  Captain  of  their  salvation,  and 
mount  up  with  their  triumphant 
King  to  the  paradise  of  Godl 
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COTTAGE  PHARISEE. 

following  sketch  of  a  Cot¬ 
tage  Pharisee  will,  it  is  hoped,  be, 
by  God’s  blessing,  useful  to  some 
of  our  readers.  It  is  a  sketch  of 
a  very  common  character ;  and ! 
therefore^  in  my  estimation,  more! 
likely  to  be  beneficial.  Anec¬ 
dotes  of  extraordinary  depravity. 


like  extraordinarv  pietv,  mav 
astonish  more,  but  may  accom¬ 
plish  less.  As  the  one  seems  to 
be  above  imitation,  so  the  other  is 
supposed  to  sink  helozv  it ;  and 
they,  who  are  yet  far  from  the 
kingdom  of  heaven,  take  courage 
from  the  exhibition  of  such  pic¬ 
tures  of  deformity,  and  affect  to 
thank  God  that  Ihey  arc  not  as 
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such  men  are.  They  are  not 
such  (Irunkanhs  ;  they  are  not 
such  atlulterers  ;  they  have  not, 
like  them,  hands  stained  with 
human  blood.  They  trace  in 
them  no  likeness  to  themsidves  ; 
and,  therefore,  the  awful  truths 
deduced  from  such  narratives, 
often  make  no  W’holesome  im¬ 
pression  on  their  minds.  In  the 
following  sketch,  alas  !  how  many 
may  see  a  representation  of  their 
own  character  !  May  it  be  blessed 
to  the  everlasting  good  of  their 
souls  ! 

Not  many  months  ago,  a  friend 
led  me  in  one  of  those  walks,  in 
w  hich  we  have  often  taken  sweet 
counsel  together,  and  conversed 
upon  those  things  that  belong  to 
salvation,  to  the  cottage  of  a  pea¬ 
sant  ;  the  chambers  of  whose 
mind  seemed  barred  and  bolted 
against  the  admission  of  Christian 
truth.  He  told  us,  “  he  had 
pretty  regularly  attended  his 
church,  had  lived  an  honest,  in¬ 
offensive  life  and,  therefore, 
though  ignorant  of  the  tirst  prin¬ 
ciples  of  the  oracles  of  God,  he 
doubted  not  he  should  tinally  be 
saved.  It  was  in  vain,  that  the 
Scripture  declarations  of  the  cor¬ 
ruption  of  human  nature,  and  of 
the  necessity  of  a  Redeemer  and 
Sanctifier,  were  laid  before  him. 
“  All  this  might  be  in  the  Bible, 
but  the  Bible  he  could  not  read  ; 
and  the  Lord  did  not  expect 
great  things  from  one  who  was 
no  scholar.” 

Tired  of  a  conversation  w  hich 
was  intended,  under  God's  bless¬ 
ing,  to  convince  him  of  sin  ;  and 
angry  at  the  attempt  to  show'  him 
his  danger,  he  abruptly  turned 
away,  and  sought  to  hide  himself 
in  an  adjoining  orchard.  So,  how¬ 
ever,  he  did  not  escape.  Though 

w'us  tired,  tee  w’ere  not.  We 


presently  followed  him,  and  re- 
sumed  our  discourse.  Still  he 
maintained  his  integrity — still  he 
considered  his  salvation  sure. 
Not  a  bar  was  loosened,  not  a  bolt 
was  drawn  ;  and  at  length  we  left 
him,  as  we  irad  found  him,  a 
deaf  adder;” — a  hard,  ignorant, 
self-righteous  man. 

About  a  w’eek  ago,  my  friend 
heard  that  he  was  sick,  and  went 
to  his  assistance.  This,  thought 
he,  may  be  God’s  time,  tor  work¬ 
ing  on  his  heart,  and  it  ought  to 
be  improved.  As  he  proceeded 
on  this  visit  of  Christian  benevo¬ 
lence,  he  implored  of  the  Lord 
that  the  efficacious  blood  of  his 
Son  might  be  applied  to  his  guilty 
soul.  Cpou  reaching  his  bed¬ 
side,  he  entered  again  upon  the 
former  topics,  but  found  him  as 
unbelieving  and  as  determined 
against  the  truth  as  ever.  With 
equal  vehemence  be  denied  bis 
sinfulness — with  equal  confidence 
he  boasted  of  the  innocency  of 
bis  life.  He  was  strong  in  hope  ; 
but  that  hope  was  built  upon  the 
!supj)osed  excellence  of  bis  own 
conduct,  and  his  pretended  free- 
doni  from  sin. 

To  convince  him  of  his  error, 
the  spirituality  of  the  hnv  was 
pressed  upon  him,  and  the  pu¬ 
nishment  denoiiTiced  against  the 
smallest  breach  of  it  : — it  was 
proved  that  he  was  under  the 
curse — that  a  sentence  of  con¬ 
demnation  was  passed  against 
him  ;  and  that,  while  he  remained 
in  his  present  state,  tlie  expecta¬ 
tion  of  salvation  was  vain.  Still 
he  maintained  his  convictioti  oJ 
security,  and  “  laughed,”  as  it 
were,  “  at  the  shaking  of  the'’ 
Lord's  “  spear.”  He  was  then 
asked,  whether  he  had  not  fre¬ 
quently  confessed  at  church,  that 
he  was  “  a  miserable  offender  - 
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a  n/iserable  sinner — ami  that  wlto  arc  in  iliin; — that  it  is  a 
there  was  no  health  in  him,”  true  sa^in^^,  ami  worthy  ol  all  ac- 
arid,  as  such,*  cried  to  God  tor  ceptation,  tiiat  Jesns  Christ  came 
mercy.  He  confessed  tliat  he  to  save  even  the  c/a^of sinners — 
had  used  those  words,  but  con-  the  vilest  and  most  abandoned  of 
demned  the  church  for  putting  the  human  race.  About  this  pe- 
them  into  his  mouth.  Such  ex-  riod  of  the  discourse,  the  sick 
pressions,  lie  said,  ought  not  to  man,  as  if  struck  with  sudden 
have  been  introduced  into  the  conviction,  exclaimed  with  a  loud 
prayer-book.  U  was  very  pro- 1  voice,  “  Blessed  be  the  Lord — 

perly  and  forcibly  urged,  that,  |  blessed  be  Mr.  -  for  the 

u  liether  (he  church  was  right  or  |  word,  and  for  the  liglit  that  is  now 
w  rong  in  using  such  language,  j  come  into  my  mind  and  this  he 
one  thing  was  clear  ;  he,  in  ut-  repeated  again  and  again.  It  \\i\s 
tering  it,  proved  it  strictly  appli-  not  a  little  surprising,  however, 
cable  to  himself — he  proved  him-  that  when  prayer  was  now  pro¬ 
sell' to  be  that  miserable  sinner,  posed,  he  declined  it;  seeming 
which  was  there  described;  for  [to  wish  rather  to  be  left  to  his 
he  uttered  before  God  words,  j  meditations  on  what  had  passed  : 
which  he  did  not  believe  to  be  or,  perhaps,  as  he  was  in  great 
true.  He  had  been,  by  his  own  pain,  he  needed  rest, 
confession,  a  liar,  and  had  little  Let  iny  readers,  however, 
right  therefore  now  to  insist  upon  |  know,  that  no  time  is  lost  by 
his  own  righteousness.  But  even  prayer,  and  tiiut  even  bodily  pain 
this  observation  seemed  to  weigh  mav  be  lessened  by  the  exerci.ses 
light  on  his  mind.  of  devotion.  Freedom  or  deliver- 

He  was  then  assured,  that  it  ance  trom  it  may  be,  with  sub- 
would  be  no  difficult  matter  to  mission  to  the  Divine  will,  made 
prove,  that  he  had  broken  every  a  part  of  onr  supplications  ;  and 
one  of  the  commandments  of  God.  the  Lord,  w  ho  delights  to  answer 
Still  he  remained  immoveable,  prayer,  may  grant  us  the  reejuest 
My  friend,  therefore,  enteretl  on  of  our  lips.  But  the  poor  suf- 
a  new  topic,  naturally  resulting  ferer,  of  whom  we  are  now’ 
from  the  subject  of  his  fortiier  speaking,  if  truly  impressed,  (as 
discourse.  He  showed  hijii,  that  we  hope  he  was  i  had  yet  much  tc 
Jesus  Christ  came  from  heaven  learn.  His  vision  was  indistinct, 
to  save  sinners  ;  that,  if  he  thought  He  resembled  the  person,  on 
he  was  not  a  sinner,  he  was  not  wdiose  “  sightless  eyeballs”  the 
one  of  those  whom  Christ  came  to  Lord  “  poured  the  day,”  and  w’ho' 
seek — whose  business  was  not  to  s:uv  men,  like  trees  walking.  He 
call  the  righteous,  but  sinners  to  had  hut  that  moment  began  to 
repentance.  At  the  same  time  live  ;  the  offices  of  life,  there- 
it  was  distinctly  stated,  that,  if  he  fore,  were  scarcely  known  to 
renounced  his  self-righteousness,  him.  He  was  like  one  but  just 
and  believed  in  Jesus,  though  his  horn  ;  no  wonder  then,  that  his 
sins  had  been  as  scarlet,  yet  spiritual  faculties  w’ere  weak ; 

his  senses,”  for  w  ant  of  exer¬ 
cise,  were  unable  to  ‘‘  discern 
both  good  and  evil,”  (Heb.  v. 
1  L) 


should  they  become  as  white  as 
w  ool — that  the  Redeemer’s  blood 
cleanseth  from  all  sin,  and  that 
There  is  no  condemnation  to  those 
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Under  thib  impression,  my  from  him,  and  went  on  his  way 
friend  left  him  for  the  present,  rejoicing.  O  then,  ye  ministers 
Having  administered  medicine  to  of  religion,  and  all  who  plead 
the  diseased  soul,  he  went  home  religion’s  cause,  fail  not  to  exhibit 
to  provide  for  him  such  things  as  “  evidently  before  the  eyes  of 
might  be  necessary  for  his  sick  sinners,  Jesus  Christ  crucified.” 
body.  But  he  soon  returned  to  Denounce  the  curse,  but  forget 
him ;  for  much  he  needed  his  not  the  blessing.  It  is  the  Re¬ 
care.  He  found  him  still  in  great  deemer’s  cross,  that  alone  can 
pain,  entertaining  the  same  sen-  captivate  the  sinner's  soul,  “  I, 
timents,  and  using  the  same  Ian-  if  1  be  lifted  up  from  the  earth, 
guage,  as  he  had  entertained  and  will  draw  all  men  untome.”  His 
used  just  before  he  had  left  him.  blood  has  a  wondrous  power  to 
When  asked,  whether  he  thought  soften  the  hard  heart,  to  purify 
himself  a  sinner,  he  replied,  that  the  sinful,  and  to  humble  the 
he  was  a  great  sinner  :  yet  his  proud.  This  will  effect,  in  one 
manner  seemed,  in  some  degree,  moment,  what  not  all  the  moral 
to  qualify  the  confession  :  for  lectures  delivered  from  the  foun- 
w  hich  we  account  as  before — his  dation  of  the  world  could  accom- 
change  was  but  just  efi'ecting ;  plish  ;  it  will  deliver  from  the 
his  eyes  had  but  just  been  opened  love  of  iniquity,  as  well  as  rescue 
on  the  spiritual  world.  He  ap-  from  its  power. 

}»eared,  how’ever,  to  cast  himself  Another  lesson  we  may  learn 
on  Jesus  for  salvation,  exclaim-  from  the  above  sketch  ;  and  it  is 
ing,  “  Blessed  be  my  Saviour.”  one,  which  we  cannot  too  often 
At  this  time  no  danger  was  ap-  study,  or  too  carefully  practise, 
prehended  ;  though  his  bodily  It  is  this  ;  let  us  not  delay  to  do 
sufi'erings,  added  to  other  circum-  the  good  which  it  is  in  the  desire 
.stances,  still  prevented  the  exer-  of  our  hearts  and  in  the  power  of 
cise  of  prayer ;  but  on  the  next  our  hand  to  do.  The  opportuni- 
rnorning,  having  told  his  wife  that  ty,  which  is  presented  to-day, 
he  should  soon  be  quite  at  ease,  may  not  be  offered  to-morrow, 
he  expired.  Had  my  friend  pul  off  his  visit  to 

From  the  foregoing  circum-  the  sick  cottager  till  the  next 
stance  a  few  useful  hints  may  be  morning,  his  visit  had  been  paid 
collected.  If,  as  we  hope,  a  work  to  a  lifeless  corpse  ;  the  ear  had 
of  grace  took  place  in  this  cot-  been  for  ever  closed  against  in- 
tager,  it  commenced,  when,  after  struction — the  heart  had  been 
the  terrors  of  the  law  had  been  incapable  of  receiving  converting 
set  before  him,  a  Saviour  was  and  sanctifying  grace  through  the 
proclaimed — when  Jesus  was  re-  countless  ages  of  eternity, 
presented  in  all  his  bleeding,  dy-  Further,  we  may  learn  from 
ing  love,  offering  himself  up  a  hence,  “not  to  be  weary  of  well- 
sacrifice  for  sinners.  Thus  mer-  doing,”  nor  to  give  up  in  despair 
cy  won  the  heart,  which  justice  the  most  perverse  and  obdurate, 
could  not  subdue.  The  traveller.  Though  often  disappointed  in  our 
who  only  wrapped  his  cloak  the  attempt  to  convince  and  to  per- 
closer  about  him,  while  the  tem-  suade,  let  us  return  to  the  charge, 
pest  raged,  no  sooner  felt  the  j  as  good  soldiers  of  Jesus  Christ, 
beams  of  the  sun,  than  he  cast  it 'again  and  again.  Though  yester- 
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^ay  the  enemy  was  too  mighty  for|  guilt  and  danger,  and  cause  you 
us,  to-day  may  be  “  the  day  of  to  make  that  confession  of  your 
God’s  power  “  to-day  may  be  own  vileness,  which  sooner  or 
the  day  of  God’s  salvation  now  .  later  ye  will  be  compelled  to 
may  be  the  accepted  time;”  “  now  make!  From  the  example  be- 
the  prince  of  this  world  may  be  fore  you,  do  ye  also  learn  not  to 
cast  out.”  Let  us  remember,  delay  the  time — harden  not  your 
how  long  we  ourselves  were  heart  from  day  to  day  against 
wooed  before  we  were  won,  and  conviction,  turn  not  a  deaf  ejir  to 
let  us  patiently  endure  the  con-  him  that  pleads  the  cause  of 
tradiction  of  sinners,  and  hope  Christ.  In  this  cottager  ye  see 
even  against  hope.  just  enough  to  excite  a  languid 

Lastly,  ye  self-righteous,  see  to  hope:  but  that  hope  is  mixed 
what  ye  must  come  at  last.  Either  with  a  degree  of  doubt,  of  fear, 
in  this  world,  or  in  the  world  to  and  of  trembling.  He  died,  be¬ 
come,  ye  must  be  forced  to  ac-  fore  it  could  be  unquestionably 
knowledge  yourselves,  not  ioYm-\  evident^  that  his  heart  was  indeed 
ally  (as  now  perhaps  ye  do,)  but  changed,  and  his  soul  truly  con- 
feelingly  and  sorrowfully,  “  mi-  verted  to  God.  May  the  Lord 
serable  sinners.”  Jesus  'will  6c | deal  more  mercifully  with  you, 
exalted,  and  all  who  exalt  them¬ 
selves  against  Him  must  he  abased. 

Empty  forms  and  lifeless  cere¬ 
monies  will  nothing  avail.  The 
confession  of  the  lips,  however 
often  made,  if  unaccompanied  by 
contrition  of  spirit,  is  but  solemn  death  for  sinners.  So  when  ye 
mockery  of  God.  Prayers,  in  depart,  may  your  own  minds  be 
which  the  heart  has  no  share,  established  in  a  full  persuasion  of 
are  an  abomination  in  His  sight,  entering  into  eternal  glory,  may 
Ye  men  of  proud  looks  and  not  a  doubt  distress  you,  nor  a 
stubborn  spirits,  w  hose  bosoms  fear  sadden  your  soul  ;  and  thus 
swell  with  the  conceit  of  your  your  friends  around  you  will 
own  dignity,  and  who  claim  hea-  mix  smiles  of  joy  w'ith  the  tears 
vcn  as  the  due  rew’ard  of  your  of  sorrow  for  your  loss,  and  ex- 
dccds;ye  dishonour  ourchurches,  claim  over  your  grave,  “This 
and  pollute  our  altars.  How’  can  our  brother  is  happy — he  died  in 
yc  offer  up  your  prayers  ?  Those  the  Lord,  and  he  is  blessed.  For 
prayers  are  prepared  for  men  of  many  a  year  his  life  proved  that 
humble  hearts  : — to  use  them,  he  lived  by  the  faith  of  the  Son  of 
while  the  soul  is  filled  with  self-  God.  He  knew  himself  empty, 
righteousness,  is  to  bring  dow’n  a  and  therefore  lived  upon  the  Sa- 
curse  and  not  a  blessing.  God  viour’s  fulness  of  grace  ;  and  now 
grant,  that  this  humble  sketch  of  he  is  gone  to  receive  the  end  of 
one,  who  though  poor  in  purse,  his  faith,  even  that  fulness  of 
was  as  proud  in  heart  as  the  1  pleasure  and  glory  which  is  at 
richest  noble  in  the  land,  may  j  Christ’s  right  band  for  ever- 
aw'aken  and  convince  you  of  your,  more  I” 

V(u.,  11. ...No.  G.  18 


While  health  and  strength  are 
allowed  you,  may  His  work  of 
grace  begin.  May  ye  heartily 
feel  and  acknowledge  your  de¬ 
pravity  betimes,  and  live  long  to 
glorify  the  Saviour,  who  bled  to 
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FOURTEENTH  ANNIVERSARY 
Of  ihs  British  and  Forei^i  Bible  Society. 

(Continued  from  page  224.) 

ADMIRAL  Sir  James  Saumarez,  Bart. 
K.  G.  C.  B.  in  moving:  the  Thanks  to  the 
Vice-Presidents,  expressed  his  warm  attach¬ 
ment  to  the  object  of  the  Institution;  and 
declared,  that  in  the  whole  course  of  his 
professional  experience,  he  had  always 
found  those  seamen  who  read  the  Scriptures, 
most  attentive  to  their  duties,  most  obedient  j 
to  their  officers,  and  most  courageous  in  the 
hour  of  danger. 

The  Rev.  Ralph  Wardlaw,  Secretary  of 
the  Glasgow  Bible  Society. 

“  Thirteen  years  ago,  iny  Lord,  I  had  the 
pleasure  of  being  a  silent  spectator  and 
hearer  at  the  First  Annivei-sary  of  this  In¬ 
stitution  ;  and  I  should  have  been  pleased 
had  your  Lordship  and  the  Committee  per¬ 
mitted  me  the  ^ame  pleasure  on  the  present 
sccasion.  And  yet  1  knenv  not  whether  I 
ought  to  say  so ;  for  while  1  feel  a  diffidence, 
which  1  hope  is  not  aflected,  in  coming  for¬ 
ward  to  address  such  an  assembly  as  this,  1 
do  feel,  at  the  same  time,  a  glow  of  sacred 
satisfaction  and  delight,  which,  in  some  mea- 
•  sure,  contributes  to  lift  me  above  the  fear  of 
man ;  while  I  express  niy  warm  and  grow¬ 
ing  attachment  to  the  cause  of  the  British 
and  Foreign  Bible  Society.  And  I  partici¬ 
pate  in  the  satisfaction  expressed  alrtiady, 
this  day,  arising  from  the  progressive  tri¬ 
umphs  of  this  Institution,  from  the  time  of 
its  formation  to  the  present  hour. 

“  If,  my  Lord,  fifteen  yeai-s  ago,  any  man 
had  ventured  to  stake  the  cr«  dit  of  his  pro¬ 
phetic  sagacity  on  the  prediction  that,  so 
soon  after,  a  Society  should  exist,  sjiendirig 
at  the  rate  of  Fourscore  Thousand  Pounds 
a  Year,  in  the  distribution  of  the  Holy  Scrip¬ 
tures  alone,  and  surrounded  by  Auxiliary 
50cietie«  formed  upon  the  same  model,  he 


would  have  been  scouted  as  an  entliusiastic. 
visionary  ;  and  while  we  might  have  smiled 
at  the  good  man’s  sanguine  expectations, 
our  smiles  would  have  l>een  followed  by  a 
sigh  of  regret,  that  anticipations  so  delight¬ 
ful  should  only  be  a  dream.  Vet,  my  I.ord, 
the  dream  has  been  realized ;  the  vision  con¬ 
verted  info  a  reality  ;  and  our  minds  are  be¬ 
come  so  familiar  ivith  that  which  w'e  should 
then  have  regarded  as  utopian  and  visionary, 
that  we  have  almost  ceased  to  wonder  at  its 
astonishing  details.  If  any  thing  could 
[have  impressed  our  minds  with  a  deeper 
astonishment,  it  must  have  been,  that  such 
a  Society  should  ever  meet  with  opposition. 
But,  my  Lord,  I  consider  the  cause  of  the 
Bible  Society  as  the  cause  of  God  and  truth, 
and  that  all  opposition  to  it  is  like  the  force 
of  floating  feathers  against  the  rock  of  the 
ocean.  It  has  happened  to  this  Society,  as 
it  has  happcuied  to  Christianity  itself.  The 
opposition  cf  its  enemies  has  called  forth  ih'^ 
zeal,  the  talents,  the  argumeutalive  elo¬ 
quence  of  its  friends  ;  and  everv  fresh  assault 
has  only  confirmed  its  stability,  and  brought 
forth  its  righteousness  as  the  light,  and  it* 
judgment  as  the  ucx>n  day  Y  es,  this  tree 
of  life,  in  which  tliere  is  food  for  all,  and  the 
leaves  of  which  are  for  the  healing  of  the 
nations,  has  only  struck  its  roots  the  deeper 
by  the  blasts  by  which  it  has  fjeen  assailed ; 
it  has  extended  its  branches  the  more  wide¬ 
ly,  and  been  covered  with  the  more  abund¬ 
ant  fruits  of  salvation  for  mankind ;  and 
amidst  all  the  bla.sta  brought  upon  it,  not  a 
leaf  of  its  lovely  foliage  has  been  given  to 
the  wind.  Then,  my  Lord,  w  hen  1  consider 
the  object  of  this  Society,  and  how  dear 
that  object  must  be  to  the  God  of  the  Bible, 
that  God  who  doeth  marvellous  things  ;  J  do 
not  feel  that  I  am  presumptuous  in  applying 
to  this  Institution  the  language  of  ancient 
inspiration  ; — ‘  When  tliou  passcst  tlirough 
the  waters,  I  will  be  with  thee,  and  through 
the  fire,  thou  shalt  not  be  burned,  neither 
shall  the  flames  kindle  upon  thee.’  In  the 
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uiidst  oi  all  the  assaults  that  can  be  made  on  f  **  There  seems  (o  be  a  general  feeling 
fhi8  Society,  we  may  sit  down  and  sing  j  getting  abroad  in  the  world  of  the  unsatis- 
Marlin  Luther’s  Psalm,  ‘  God  is  our  refuge  !  factoriness  and  emptiness  of  the  idolatry  and 
and  strengtii and  possess  our  souls  in  tran-  ^  superstition  of  paganism.  There  seems  to 
Quillity  and  perfect  pc-ace.  be  an  agitated  state  of  mind,  as  if  the  whole 

“  My  Lord,  I  consider  the  British  and  Fo*  world  was  saying.  ‘  Wherewith  shall  I  come 
reign.Bible  Society  as  having  wrested  from  i  Ijefore  the  Lord,  and  bow  myself  before  the 
infidelity  two  of  its  favourite  sarcasms  and  j  most  high  God  Whatever  be  the  distress 
reproaches  which  it  has  cast  upon  Christians,  j  of  man,  it  is  distress  which  the  Bible  rc- 
The  first  I  allude  to  is  the  reproach  of  su- 1  lieves.  It  is  sent  to  men,  whether  savage 
pinencss  and  indifference  among  Christians  I  or  civilized  ,  to  men  in  every  conceivable 
wdth  regard  to  that  Bible  which  they  profess  j  condition,  whatever  be  their  wants,  what- 
to  believe.  Well  might  the  infidel  be  asto-  ever  their  distresses,  whatever  their  necessi- 
nished,  and  well  might  he  sneer  at  Chris-  ^  ties.  Now  whence  has  come  this  solace  for 
tians  w  ho  professed  to  believe  it,  and  yet  ’  all  the  woes  of  men,  and  this  relief  for  all 
seemed  to  show  so  little  concern  about  dif-  their  fears,  and  especially  in  reference  to 
fusing  the  knowledge  of  that  Book  which  the  prospects  w’hich  lie  before  them  in  a  fu- 
they  profess  to  regard  as  the  Book  of  God,  ture  world  Whence  has  it  come  but  from 
and  tlic  know’ledge  of  which  they  conceive  Him  who  has  adapted  his  Gospel  to  our  ne- 
to  be  connected  with  the  eternal  well-being  cessities.’  ‘As  it  is  appointed  unto  men 
of  their  fellow-creatures.  But,  my  Lord,  once  to  die,  and  after  death  the  judgment, 
that  reproach  is  now  rolling  away,  and  infi-  so  Christ  was  once  offered  to  bear  the  sins 
dels  must  see  that  Christians  are  in  earnest  of  many,  and  to  them  that  look  for  him,  he 
about  the  Bible.  May  we  all  show  the  most  shall  come  the  second  time  without  sin  unto 
an\ious  and  increasing  zeal  to  diffuse  the  salvation.’  I  look  upon  the  present  assem- 
knowledge  of  it  through  the  earth.  |  bly,  my  Lord,  as  the  celebration  of  the  tri- 

“  The  other  reproach  I  alluded  to,  my  umphs  of  tl»is  Society.  And  it  is  a  day,  I 
iyord,  is  the  reproach  of  alienation  and  dis- !  confess,  to  which  I  have  looked  forward 
cord  among  the  friends  of  the  Bible.  Cer-  with  longing  delight,  I  consider  it  as  the 
tainly  this  Society  has  contributed  most  ex-  celebnition  of  the  past  triumphs  of  ♦hi?  Soci- 
tensively  to  lake  from  infidelity  this  topic  of  ety,as  well  as  the  happy  anticipation  of  what 
rtrproach.  I  speak  for  Scotland,  w’hrn  I  say  it  is  yet,  through  the  blessing  of  Hra’  cn, 
that  this  Society  has  materially  changed  the  to  accomplish.  I  cannot  help  view  ina  our 
aspect  of  Christian  society  there.  Multi-  present  Meeting  as  a  kind  of  annual  festival 
tildes  have  met,  that  never  met  before,  and  held  upon  the  summit  of  a  mountain.  W« 
have  w  ondered  how  they  could  agree  so  come  up  with  our  hearts  glowing  with  mu- 
well.  They  have  looked  one  another  in  the  tual  love,  and  we  meet  at  the  top  with  shouts 
face,  have  embraced  one  another  in  the  of  joy  and  praise.  Here  w’e  rear  our  abar 
arms  of  peace,  affection,  and  love ;  and '  to  God,  here  we  plight  ou»*  common  fidelity 
joined  hand  and  heart  in  the  diffusion  of  that  to  the  cause  of  the  Bible.  From  this  eleva- 
Bible  which  is  the  charter  of  our  spiritual  tion  we  cast  an  eye  abroad  upon  the  perish- 
liberties,  the  bond  of  our  social  union,  and  ing  w’orld,  upon  the  millions  of  our  fellow- 
thc  ground  of  our  hopes  for  eternity.  creatures  yet  destitute  of  the  Bible,  who  are 

“  No  feature  of  the  present  times  strikes  ‘  living  without  God,  and  withoulChrist,  and 
inc  as  more  interesting  than  the  fact,  that  without  hope  in  the  world.’  Here  we  raise 
the  zeal  ol  Christians  tog/rethe  Bible,  is  .so  our  signal  to  the  surrounding  nations,  and 
remarkably  meeting,  throughout  the  whole  we  iuscrilje  upon  it,  ‘  Glory  to  God  in  the 
world,  with  a  zealous  desire  to  receive  it.  highest,  on  earth  peace,  and  good  will 
And  that  desire  to  receive  it  appears  to  to  men while  it  is  seen  and  hailed  with 
spring  from  a  principle  of  want.  '  rapturous  delight  from  afar,  it  is  comrauni- 
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catecl  from  |x>lc  to  pole  with  the  rapidity  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society  shad 

lightning,  and  *  distant  mountains  catch  the  never  want  its  due  proportion.” 

flying  joy.*  The  Lord  Bishop  of  Norwich,  on  moving 

Thanks  to  the  Royal  Dukes,  spoke  as  fol* 
“  Let  ino  just  advert,  my  Lord,  to  the  lows : 
grand  principle  of  this  Society,  to  circulate  JWy  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 

the  Bible  without  note  or  comment.  I  re-  “1  shall  not  attempt  to  bestow  upon  these 

joice  in  this  principle :  but  it  involves  ano-  illustrious  personages  the  eulogiums  to 
tiler,  a  principle  which  every  Protestant  which  they  are  so  justly  entitled.  Their 
should  be  fonvard  to  avow  ;  tliat  the  Bible  claims  to  our  grateful  regard  are  known  to 
itself  is  able  to  make  men  wise  unto  salva-  the  whole  of  this  assembly.  On  the  f'our- 
tion,  through  faith,  which  is  in  Christ  Jesus,  teenth  Anniversary  of  this  incomparable  In- 
I  rejoice  in  this  principle  too,  because  it  is  stitution,  it  cannot  be  necessary  for  me  to 
an  article  that  ties  together  all  the  Bible  So-  point  out  either  its  nature  or  its  dessign.  If 
cieties,  and  Auxiliary  Societies,  and  Branch  we  take  a  view  of  almost  every  part  of  the 
Societies,  and  Associations,  in  Britain,  and  ;  habitable  world ;  if  we  confine  our  view  to 
Europe,  and  throughout  the  world.  If  you  the  state  of  the  Christian  world;  and  still 
trench  u|ion  this  sacred  principle,  my  Lord;  more,  if  we  look  at  what  is  passing  under 
you  destroy  the  blessed  charm  that  binds  our  eye  in  this  United  Kingdom,  we  have 
the  whole  togetlier.  If  you  trench  upon  [  amjile  cause  to  be  tliankful  to  1‘rovidence 
this  sacred  principle,  you  overthrow  our  al-  ’  for  the. benefits  arising  from  this  excellent 
tars  which  we  have  erected  to  the  God  of  Institution.  That  truly  great  man,  the 
the  Bible.  Vou  silence  our  shouts  of  praise  ;  |  Emperor  of  Russia,  in  a  letter  to  the  Go- 
we  must  then  descend  to  our  respective  set-  j  vernor  General  of  Finland,  which  was  pub- 
tlements,  w  ith  hearts  deeply  grieved,  and :  lished  in  one  of  your  Reports,  says,  w  ith 
inscribe  on  our  Society,  ‘  Ichabod  tlie  j  great  truth,  that  religion  is  the  only  method 
glory  is  departed  ;  the  gloiy  is  departed  *  of  raiding  the  morals  of  a  people ;  and  that 
from  Britain,  for  the  Bible  .Society  is  no  ;  when  maintained  with  purity,  it  is  the  firm- 
more.  When  I  say  so,  my  Lord,  I  do  not '  est  bulwark  of  a  state.  *  i  therefore,’  say> 
use  language  stronger  than  expresses  the  |  this  illustrious  Prince,  ‘  give  a  part  of  that 
feelings  of  my  mind;  fori  do  consider  the  property  which  has  lately  l^een  applied  to 
British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society  as  one  of  j  the  purposes  of  the  State  to  defray  the  ex- 
the  principal  glories  of  the  age  in  which  we  '  pen.>e  of  publishing,  in  Finland,  a  Finnish 
live,  and  of  the  nation  to  which  we  belong,  i  Bible,  that  every  one  of  my  subjects,  how- 
I  consider  it  as  the  brightest  gem  in  the  dia-  ^  ever  poor,  may  have  the  advantage  and  the 
dern  of  Britain,  as  the  most  brilliant  ray  in  i  consolation  of  being  iji  the  possession  of  a 
ih  e  glory  that  cncii'cles  her  head.  My  Lord,  j  Bible.’  Ow  ing  to  the  exertions  of  this  In- 
ifyou  keep  sacredly  to  tlie  principle  just '  stitution,  this  sentiment  now*  prevails  every' 
adverted  to,  1  think  I  may  pledge  m\ self  where,  from  the  palace  to  the  cottage,  and 
for  Caledonia.  And  I  hope  there  is  not  a  j  tlie  etfects  of  it  cannot  fail  to  be  soon  very 
North  Briton  who  will  not  join  his  hand  in  visible;  and  indeed  they  arc  so  in  a  great 
the  pledge.  I  pledge  myself,  she  will  utter  |  degree  already.  We  may  fondly  aiilici- 
her  voice,  and  lift  up  her  hands  on  high,  in  pate  their  effects  in  the  diminution  of  juve- 
bt  half  of  the  Bible  Society.  She  will  do  nile  otiences ;  and  in  reducing  the  number 
more  than  this  ;  she  will  optui  her  treasures,  j  of  those  capital  executions  vc  hich  have 
and  present  her  gifts,  not  (»f  frankincense  j  brought  upon  our  Statute  Book  the  reproach 
and  myrrh,  for  tliese  her  soil  does  not  yield  :  of  being  sanguinary.  For,  most  assuredly, 
vet,  nj)  Lord,  her  sons  are  distinguished  for  Gentlemen,  ‘  righteousness  exalteth  a  na- 
the  faculty  w  hich,  by  a  sort  of  Midas-louch,  tion,  and  sin  is  the  reproach  of  a  people/ 
turns  every  thing  to  gold:  and  of  tliat  gold,  |  and  must  be,  sooner  or  later,  their  ruin.” 
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The  Lord  Bishop  of  Gloucester. 

“  I  have  been  requested  to  second  the  mo¬ 
tion  which  has  just  been  read  to  you  ;  and 
T  could  do  it  successfully,  wnthout  attempt¬ 
ing  to  add  another  word  to  the  forcible  re¬ 
marks  which  the  Bishop  of  Norwich  has  laid 
down  ;  at  the  same  time,  I  cannot  but  recol¬ 
lect,  that  the  first  time  I  addressed  this  as¬ 
sembly,  it  was  on  the  subject  of  a  similar 
Resolution  of  Thanks  to  those  illustrious  per¬ 
sons;  and  I  cannot  but  press  upon  your  con¬ 
sideration  the  proofs  we  have  of  their  resem¬ 
blance  to  their  revered  parent,  in  one  point: 
namely,  perseverance.  He  w’as,  as  we 
know’,  through  a  reign  of  peculiar  length, 
and  most  remarkable  trials,  pre-eminent  for 
his  inflexible  adherence  to  what  he  conceived 
to  be  his  duty.  AVhen  once  his  decision  was 
formed  on  mature  consideration,  he  never 
suffered  himself  to  be  drawn  away  by  the 
influence  of  persuasion,  or  deterred  by  the 
fear  of  reproach.  Those  illustrious  persons 
have,  in  this  respect,  shown  themselves  wor- 
ihy  children  of  such  a  father.  They  have, 
in  fact,  seen  nothing  in  the  objections  which 
have  been  made  to  this  Society  to  induce 
them  to  withdraw  ;  and  nothing  in  the  So- 
♦  iety  itself  but  what  should  encourage  them 
to  proceed.  The  voice  of  objection  seems 
to  have  been,  in  some  measure,  silenced  in 
this  country,  or  at  least,  in  that  part  of  the 
Empire  in  which  we  now  are ;  it  seems  to 
have  retreated,  in  a  degree,  to  another  part 
of  the  Empire,  from  vv^ch,  I  rejoice  to  say, 
we  have  had  a  representation  to-day,  which 
has  shown  us  that  such  objections  have  little 
or  no  effect  upon  the  generality  of  its  inha¬ 
bitants.  These  objections  have  sprung  from 
persons  who  have  been  converts  from  a 
church  which  objects  to  the  free  circulation 
of  the  Bible. 

“  But  these  illustrious  j’lersons  have  seen 
enough,  I  am  fully  persuaded,  to  encourage 
them  to  persevere  in  the  support  of  this  In¬ 
stitution.  They  have  seen  in  it  an  inflexible 
adherence  to  principle.  They  have  seen  in 
.it  effects  of  the  most  peculiar  importance  to 
the  welfare  of  our  Society.  The}’^  have  seen 
in  it  this  effect,  that,  where  a  variety  of  cir¬ 


cumstances  occur  to  produce  disturbance  in 
a  populous  district,  there  has  been  a  marked 
distinction  Ijetween  the  conduct  of  those 
connected  with  the  Bible  Society,  and  of 
those  w'ho  are  not.  In  the  one  they  have 
seen  contented  submission  to  privations,  and 
decided  loyalty  ;  and  in  the  other,  alas  !  they 
have  seen  the  exact  reverse  of  these  dispo¬ 
sitions.  They  have  likewise  seen  the  vast 
building  erected  in  Russia,  under  the  auspi¬ 
ces  of  the  Noble  Sovereign  of  the  North. 
They  have  seen,  likewise,  the  immense  ex¬ 
tension  of  the  Society  through  w’hat  I  may 
truly  call,  in  a  peculiar  sense,  a  sister  coun¬ 
try  ;  a  country  whose  sistcrhocxl  has  been 
pre-eminently  manifested  in  the  eloquent 
encomium  which  you  have  heard  from  the 
American  Ambassador.  These  illustrious 
persons,  then,  have  seen  nothing  to  induce 
them  to  withdraw ,  and  every  thing  to  en¬ 
courage  them  to  continue  their  patronage. 
Let  me  then  entreat  you,  my  I.ords  and 
(ientlemen,  to  follow,  in  this  respect,  their 
example  ;  to  cleave  closer  and  closer  to  an 
Institution  which  is  so  admirably  adapted  to 
communicate  to  each  individual  that  princi¬ 
ple  of  godliness  which  has  the  promise  of 
the  life  that  now  is,  and  of  that  which  is  to 
come;  which,  while  it  fixes  our  minds  in 
faith  upon  God  and  the  Saviour,  has,  at  the 
same  time,  such  a  tendency  to  promote  all 
the  duties  of  social  life— to  make  us  sound 
members  of  Society,  and  happy  in  our¬ 
selves.” 

{To  bt  coniinved.) 

THE  TWENTV-FOGRTH  GENERAL' 
MEETING  OF  THE  MISSIONARY 
SOCIETY, 

Held  in  London,  on  the  \3lh,  14f/i,  and 
I5fk  days  of  May,  1318. 

[Continued  from  pa^e  235.] 

Rkv.  Mr.  Eccles,  (of  Leeds.) 

AS  to  the  vote  of  thanks  w  hich  this  meet¬ 
ing  has  now’  passed  to  the  subscribers,  and 
active  agents  of  the  Society,  I  have  in  the 
first  place  to  observe,  that  it  will  afford  itrc 
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particular  pleasure,  when,  after  my  retut^ 
into  the  West  Killing  of  Vorksliire,  at  tlie 
approaching  anniversary  of  tliat  Auxiliary 
.Society  of  which  1  have  the  honour  to  be 
the  Secretary,  to  communicate  the  tlianks 
that  have  now  been  voted.  At  the  same 
time,  JMr.  Chairman,  allow  me  to  hope  that 
there  is  no  sucli  thing  intended  by  this  vote, 
as  may  be  called  an  expression  of  coinpti- 
ment.  We  come  tosrethcr  on  these  occa- 
sions  not  to  compliment  each  other — we 
have  other  and  higher  purposes  in  view  ; 
and  I  feel  a  degree  of  satisfaction  that,  if 
ever  there  was  any  reason,  on  former  occa¬ 
sions,  to  complain  on  tliis  subject,  that  it  is 
novv  on  the  decline' ;  and  that  the  day  is  fast 
appioaching,  when  there  will  not  be  tlie 
least  occasion  for  it. 

IV.'i'haps  1  inav  be  allowed  to  express 
another  hope,  which  is,  that  in  the  annual 
meetings  of  the  parent  Society,  a  vote  of 
thariKs  passed  to  Auxiliary  Societies,  and 
espcciuli^  to  the  active  agents  in  those  So¬ 
cieties,  is  not  intended  to  insinuate  that 
those  Societies  are  not  in  fact  integral 
parts  ot  tl'iis  Society.  Surely  it  is  not  to  be 
lor  a  moiijL.'it  doubted,  that  all  those  wlio 
in  the  various  parts  of  the  country  stand 
pledged  to  the  interests  of  this  Society,  are 
as  niuch  tlie  members  of  tliis  Institution  as 
tiiose  who  happen  to  reside  in  the  metro¬ 
polis.  Having  made  these  prefatory  obser¬ 
vations,  I  shall  only  add,  that  what  we  have 
done,  we  have  done  under  a  deep  impression 
that  it  was  our  imperious  duty ;  that  God 
our  Saviour  called  us  to  llrat  duty  ;  and 
that  we  were  bound,  as  the  disci|»les  of 
Jesus  Christ,  to  do  our  utmost,  in  order 
that  his  Gospel  may  be  preacticd  in  all  na¬ 
tions.  When  we  consider  what  our  Mis¬ 
sionary  brethren,  who  have  left  tlie  con- 

"  .  .  I 

venienccs  and  comforts  of  hotne,  are  doing 

I 

and  surtering  eveiy  day,  in  foreign  lands —  j 
w  e  can  scan  oly  think  that  any  tlianks  are  | 
duo  to  those,  who  are  serving  the  Society  at 
home.  And  1  would  also  observe,  that  we 
have  found  the  advantage  of  the  institution, 
in  refer*. ticc  to  our  own  immediate  aiivl  do- 
ror Stic  concern®.  I  know  not  arongu-galion 


in  the  West  Hiding  of  Yorkshire,  that  liaS 
entered  heartily  into  the  feelings,  interests, 
and  proceedings,  of  the  Missionary  Society, 
that  is  not  at  this  day  abundantly  the  better 
for  it.  1  can  testify  here,  to  the  glory  of 
God,  respecting  one  congregation,  vvith  the 
interests  of  which  I  am  best  acquainted,  that 
we  have  abundantly  profited  by  the  mea¬ 
sures  which,  in  reference  to  this  Society,  we 
have  seen  it  necessary  to  adopt.  And,  Sir, 
we  look  forward  to  the  great  day,  when  the 
secrets  of  all  hearts  shall  be  judged,  and 
when  every  man  shall  have  praise  of  God. 
And  though  we  are  encouraged  by  the  ex¬ 
pression  we  have  received  of  the  grateful 
and  aflectionate  feeling  of  our  brethren,  yet 
W’e  rejoice  particularly  in  the  anticipation 
of  that  Divine  and  gracious  plaudit—*  Well 
done,  good  and  faithful  servant.s,  enter  ye 
into  the  joy  of  your  Lord.’ 

Res.  III.  That  this  meeting,  deeply  sensi¬ 
ble  of  tlie  importance  of  voluntary  asso¬ 
ciations  among  the  friends  of  the  Redeemer, 
in  promotion  of  the  cause  of  missions,  not 
only  as  ail'ording  the  most  efficient  suppor  t 
to  die  funds  of  diis  Society,  but  as  tcndiii'r 
to  diffuse  among  Rrilish  C  hristians  a  due 
sense  of  tlieir  obligations  to  send  the  GosjicI 
to  Heathen  nations,  do  earnestly  press  upon 
the  attention  of  the  brethren  throughout  the 
united  kingdom  the  duty  of  extending  as 
far  as  possible  such  associations.  They 
beg  leave  also  to  recommend  the  formation 
of  Female  Associations  for  this  purpose, 
wherever  diey  can  with  jnopriety  be  intro¬ 
duced,  the  pious  zeal  of  some  female  Chris¬ 
tians,  botli  ill  town  and  countiT,  having 
already  proved  highly  beneficial. 

'I'lie  Kcv.  Ml'.  Kerry,  of  Warminster, 
moved  the  above  resolutions,  but  wishing  to 
give  place  to  lii.s  elder  brethren,  ho  mo¬ 
destly  declined  enlarging  on  the  subject 
of  it. 

Mr.  John  AViiks,  who  seconded  the  m<> 
iif*n, 

[After  dwelling  at  »(»ine  length  upon  the 
vast  and  wonderful  powers  of  the  human 
soul,  and  of  its  inlinilc  value  in  reference 
to  eternity,  proceeded  to  s.ay] — It  is  under 
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fhi»  conviction  of  tlie  value  of  the  soul  of i  motion  relates:  and  I  aru  sure  it  will  be 


;nai^  that  this  Society  has  been  org^anized. 
And  I  must  l>e  allowed  to  say,  that,  if  all 
the  energies  of  the  Society — if  all  the  money 
which  it  has  expended — all  the  prayers  that 
have  been  od’ered — all  the  labours  of  all  the 
various  institutions  which  it  has  contributed 
to  originate,  had  been  instrumental  but  to 
the  salvation  of  one  soul,  that  etfort  would 
have  been  worthy  of  Christian  benevolence, 
and  acceptable  to  our  Saviour  and  our 
God.  And  when  we  connect  with  that  re¬ 
flection,  the  multitude  of  those  W'ho  now  are 
jH‘rishing  for  lack  of  knowledge — die  many 
millions  of  the  human  race  who  are  per¬ 
petually  sinking  into  a  state  of  eternal 
wretchedness  and  torment — when  we  think 
how  perpetually  the  human  race  are  in¬ 
creasing,  and  doubling  their  population ; 
we  then  feel,  that  no  eflbrts  w  hich  can  be 
made,  can  be  too  great,  too  arduous,  or  im- 
jxirtant,  in  order  to  carry  the  measures  of 
such  a  Society  as  this  into  instantaneous  ef¬ 
fect.  It  is  therefore.  Sir,  that  1  second  this 
motion  with  peculiar  pleasure. 

[jre  lament  thaty  the  time  being  nearly 
flapsedy  the  motion  of  the  audience  in  with- 
drawingt  in  order  to  attend  the  succeeding 
Htt'vice.y  prevented  the  Reporter  from  dis- 
iirutly  hearing  this  and  the  following 
spteches.  The  Chairman^  aware  of  thisy 
''informed  the  meeting  that  only  two  Resolu¬ 
tions  more  remaintd  to  he  proposed.\ 

Rkv.  Thomas  Stbuthers. 

The  Resolution  I  have  the  honour  to 
propose,  is — 

1 V.  That  the  coixlial  thanks  of  this  meet¬ 
ing  be  given  to  the  Treasurer,  the  Secre¬ 
tary,  and  the  Directors  of  this  .Society,  and 
to  all  who  by  their  personal  services  have 
promoted  the  welfare  of  the  Institution. 

I  could  have  w'ished  that  this  Resolution 
had  fallen  into  the  hands  of  some  gentleman 
better  qualified  to  do  justice  to  the  object  of 
it,  than  I  feel  myself  able  to  do.  1  have  not 
the  honour  of  being  pereonally  known  to 
the  respecluble  individuals  to  whom  this 


most  acceptable  to  them,  if,  instead  of  com¬ 
pliment,  1  request  you  to  give  them  your 
fervent  prayers  at  the  throne  of  grace. 

Mr.  Marten, 

In  seconding  the  motion  said — I  should,  if 
time  had  permitted,  have  had  much  to  say 
in  their  commendation.  They  claim  the 
reward  of  your  thanks  for  all  those  anxieties 
which  they  have  manifested  for  the  best  in¬ 
terests  of  this  Society.  Having  held  in  other 
institutions  the  offices  both  of  Ti-easurer  and 
Secretary,  I  know  that  the  duties  of  such 
offices  are  not  performed  without  much 
labour  and  anxiety.  One  of  the  greatest 
anxieties  of  a  Treasurer  is,  that  he  may  not 
have  an  empty  purse :  another  is,  that  he 
may  have  an  empty  purse ;  for  he  wishes 
to  pay  away  the  money  as  fast  as  he  re¬ 
ceives  it. 

VVe  have  heard  from  one  of  our  brethren, 
that  it  is  not  this  Missionary  Society,  nor 
that  Missionary  Society,  but  that  Chris¬ 
tianity  itselfis  one  great  Missionary  Society : 
and  that,  in  a  sense,  neither  man,  w’oman, 
nor  child,  who  loves  Christianity,  can  be 
consistent,  without  being  a  Missionary  in  its 
cause  :  in  that  cause  we  must  live,  and  in 
that  cause  we  must  die. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  go  ten  thousand 
miips,  in  order  to  be  Missionaries.  We  may 
be  Missionaries  at  home — we  may  be  Mis¬ 
sionaries  to  the  poor  sailors — [alluding  to 
the  laifdable  efforts  made  in  the  port  of 
London  for  merchant  seamen,  and  the  open¬ 
ing  a  Floating  Chapel  for  their  use  on 
the  Thames] — all  are  engaged  in  the  same 
cause — all  put  their  hands  to  the  same 
work  :  and  only  recollect,  that  those  who 
labour  day  and  night  to  promote  the  great 
cause,  deserve  your  thanks ;  and  the  best 
thanks  you  can  render  will  be,  to  supply 
them  with  the  means  of  doing  more  good. 

Mr.  Burder,  in  a  few  words,  acknow¬ 
ledged  the  honour  conferred  bv  this  resolu- 
tion  on  the  persons  it  respected. 

Resolution  V.  That  the  Treasurer  and 
Secretary  be  requested  to  continue  in  their 
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appointincnUy  and  that  the  i'ollowing  gen¬ 
tlemen  be  chosen  Directors  for  the  year  en¬ 
suing,  in  the  room  of  those  who  by  rotation, 
or  otherwise,  have  retired.  [The  list  readJ] 

The  Rev.  J.  Philip,  of  Aberdeen,  and  the 
Rev.  Eu  Toung,  of  Whitby,  moved  and 
seconded  this  resolution ;  but  we  regret 
that  the  audience  being  impatient  to  re¬ 
move,  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  admis¬ 
sion  to  Tottenham  Court,  for  the  evening 
service,  these  gentlemen  had  not  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  fully  to  express  their  sentiments,  and 
were  scarcely  heard. 

Riv.  John  Philip  (of  Aberdeen.) 

Mr.  Philip  began  by  obser\'ing,  that  when 
o|ir  Lord  made  his  last  journey  to  Jerusa¬ 
lem,  the  whole  city  was  moved ;  so,  when 
Christ  appears  to  be  approaching  to  estab¬ 
lish  his  kingdom  throughout  the  w'orld,  the 
Church  at  large  is  in  motion. 

Our  f'athers  (said  he)  told  us  the  great 
ihings  w’hich  they  had  seen ;  but  we  have 
seen  far  g  reater  things  than  they.  The  work 
of  God  is  in  progress ;  it  is  in  operation,  and 
will  gradually  destroy  all  op|>osition — every 
link  in  the  chain  of  caste — the  inlluence 
every  false  deity,  and  will  finally  change  the 
character  of  the  interesting  population  of  In¬ 
dia.  I  was  happy  to  observe  in  your  report, 
that  the  civilization  of  Africa  is  carried  on 
in  conjunction  with  the  labours  of  the  Mis¬ 
sionaries.  When  the  Lord  created  man,  he 
placed  him  in  the  garden  of  Eden  ;  and  he 
was  to  labour  in  that  garden  with  his  hands  ; 
if  this  was  the  case  with  man  in  a  state 
innocence,  how  much  more  should  we  think 
it  necessary  that  tlie  heathen  should  be 
taught  to  cultivate  the  earth,  and  be  in¬ 
structed  in  those  employments,  which  are 
connected  with  civilization  in  the  present 
state  of  man  !  Your  report  contained  also, 
an  interesting  account  of  Russia.  But 
will  not  detain  you  longer.  I  only  remark, 
that  I  consider  it  as  a  high  honour  to  be 
connected  in  any  measure  with  this  Society. 
And  that,  when  the  Angel  of  the  covenant 
shall  descend  to  enlighten  the  earth  with 
his  glory — when  we  shall  see  how  much  the 


lalxjurs  of  this  Society  have  added  to  the 
numbers  of  the  redeemed,  and  promoted  the 
happines  of  heaven  :  it  will  be  found  a 
higher  honour  to  have  been  an  officer  or 
director  of  this  Society,  than  to  have  occ  4- 
sd  the  most  elevated  station  in  the  worldk 

Rrv.  E.  Young,  (of  Whitby.)  ' 

In  rising  to  second  the  motion,  permit  me 
simply  to  state  the  joy  which  I  feel  in  com¬ 
mon  with  my  brethren  in  the  glad  tidings 
this  day  communicated — particularly  the 
tidings  of  the  distant  islands  of  the 
South  Seas ;  and  in  connexion  with  these 
tidings,  allow  me  to  call  upon  yon,  to  look 
back  to  that  period,  when  those  islands  were 
first  brought  to  the  knowledge  of  the  civi¬ 
lized  world.  What  were  the  de.signs  of  those 
who  first  discovered  them  The  great  de¬ 
sign  of  those  who  went  thither,  was  to  en¬ 
large  the  field  of  human  knowledge — to  dis¬ 
cover  new  sources  for  commercial  enter¬ 
prise  ;  but  behold  !  how  God  has  overruled 
the  designs  of  men,  for  the  accomplishment 
of  his  own  gracious  purposes.  I  might  go 
on  to  notice  not  only  how  the  commendnble 
designs  of  men,  but  the  designs  of  men 
hostile  to  truth,  have  been  overruled  by 
God,  for  .the  advancement  of  his  own  king¬ 
dom  ;  but  at  this  late  hour  1  will  simply  ex¬ 
press  my  humble  concurrence  with  the  mo¬ 
tion  that  has  now  been  made. 

The  meeting  concluded  about  2  o'clock.  . 


Anniversary  Collections,  May,  1818. 
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d. 

Surrey  Chapel  . 

422 

12 

10 

Tabernacle 

178 

9 

0 

Albion  Chapel  . 

28 

0 

0 

.Spa  Fields  Do.  . 

116 

17 

3 

Tottenham  Court  Do. 

146 

14 

0 

St.  Bride’s  Church 

131 

0 

9 

Sion  Chapel 

116 

1 

0 

Silver-street  Do. 

37 

10 

3 

Orange-street  Do. 

85 

0 

0 

Total 

.  1262 

0 

1 
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MEMOIR  i  translated  and  published— the  New  Testa* 

RELATIVE  TO  THE  TRANSLATION  OF  THE  |  mcnt,  the  Fcntateucli,  Hiul  the  Historical 
FACRED  SCRIPTURES,  BY  THE  BAPTIST  !  Books.  Two  remain,  the  Hagiographa. 

All  SSI  ON  A  KIES  AT  ERR  AM  PORE.  which  is  HOW  put  to  prcss,  and  the  l*rophetir 

Very  dear  Brethren^  Books,  tlio  translation  of  which  is  nearN 

Both  the  season  of  the  year,  and  the  pre-  finished, 
sent  state  of  our  funds,  now  call  on  us  to  In  the  IJindee  language,  the  Historical 
lay  liefore  you  the  state  of  the  Translations  Books  are  printed  otl :  tim  e-fifths  of  the 
id  which  we  are  engaged.  In  doing  this,  whole  Scriptm-es  are  therefore  published  in 
however,  it  does  not  seem  necessar}'  this  this  language.  The  Hagiographa  is  also 
year  to  particularize  every  translation  in  our  put  to  press,  and  the  Prophetic  Books  trans- 
hands :  in  some  of  them  there  can,  of  course,  lated.  It  was  mentioned  in  the  last  Memoir, 
have  b<icn  but  little  progress  made,  as  they  that  the  second  edition  of  the  New  Testa- 
arc  chiefly  in  a  state  of  preparaUon;  while  ment  in  this  language  was  nearly  finished: 
in  others,  which  have  been  longer  in  hand,  it  is  now  in  circulation, 
the  progress  made  in  printing  has  been  In  the  JMahralta  language,  the  Historical 
more  rapid.  Books  are  nearly  printed  ofl”:  tlie  Pentateuch 

It  is  now  ten  years  since  we  matured  the  and  the  New*  Testament  have  been  long  in 
plan  of  giving  the  Scriptures  in  the  various  circulation.  These  five  are  the  languages 
languages  of  India,  taken  in  its  widest  sense,  in  which  the  Old  Testament  is  most  consi- 
as  embracing  China  and  the  countries  which  derably  advanced  at  press.  After  these, 
iie  lx:twecn  that  country  and  Bengal.  In  ranks  the  Shikhj  in  w  hich  the  New  Testa- 
this,  our  object  w  as  not  to  act  on  the  plan  of  mcnt  is  printed  ofl*,  and  the  Pentateuch  print- 
excluding  others,  but  to  secure,  to  the  ut-  ed  nearly  to  the  end  of  Exodus, 
most  of  our  power,  the  accomplishment  of  In  the  Chi/us€y  the  Pentateuch  is  put  to 
the  work.  At  that  time,  indeed,  there  w’as  press;  but  various  circumstances  have  con- 
not  an  individual  within  the  verge  of  our  curred  to  retard  the  printing.  The  method 
knowledge,  who  had  engaged  in  the  work ;  of  printing  w  ith  moveable  types,  being  en- 
and  that  others  have  since  been  excited  to  tirely  new  in  that  language,  much  time  is 
engage  in  the  same  undertaking,  we  account  necessarily  requisite  to  bring  it  to  a  due  de- 
<  lear  gain  to  the  cause.  At  the  end  of  ten  gree  of  perfection.  The  present  type  in 
years,  it  may  not  be  im[>roper  to  pause,  and  W'hich  we  are  printing,  is  the  fourth  in  size 
take  a  review  of  what  has  been  actually  ac-  which  we  have  cut,  each  of  which  has  sus- 
♦  omplished,  as  it  may  atlbrd  matter  for  gra-  tained  a  gradual  reduction.  This  last,  iii 
litnde,  and  ground  for  encouragement,  rela-  which  we  are  printing  both  the  Pentateuch 
tive  to  w  hat  remains.  What  has  been  done  and  the  Epistles,  is  so  far  reduced,  that,, 
will  appear  from  the  present  state  of  the  while  a  beautiful  legibility  is  preserved,  the 
diliVrent  versions  os  they  stand  at  press.  w  hole  of  the  Old  Testament  will  be  compri- 
Inthe  course  of  the  past  year,  the  Penta-  sed  in  little  more  than  the  size  of  an  English 
T«  ut  h  has  been  printed  ofl’ in  the  Orissa  Ian-  Octavo  Bible,  and  the  New  Testament  will 
guage.  This  fully  completes  that  version  of  be  brought  into  nearly  the  same  number  of 
the  Scriptures,  and  thus  the  whole  of  the  pages  as  an  English  New  Testament.  Tix 
Sacred  Oracles  are  now  jniblished  in  two  importance  of  this,  in  saving  paper,  and  in 
of  the  languages  of  India,  the  Bengalee  and  rendering  the  Scriptures  portable,  appeared 
the  Orissa.  such  as  to  induce  us  to  risk  the  delay  which 

In  the  Sungskrity  the  Historical  Books  would  be  unavoidably  occasioned  from  ever^ 
have  been  completed  at  press.  In  this  an-  character  being  cut  anew  botli  for  the  New 
cient  language,  therefore,  the  parent  of  and  Old  Testament.  Another  circumstance, 
nearly  all  the  rest,  three  of  the  five  parts  into  however,  has  added  to  the  delay:  while 
which  we  divide  th  Scriptures,  are  both  preparing  these  types,  w’e  put  to  press  an 
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Elementarv  T^■ork  in  Chinese,  under  the 
name  of  “  Clavis  Sinica,’’  which,  when  once 
begun,  it  was  re<juisite  to  finish.  This  work, 
together  with  tlio  text  and  a  translation  of 
the  Ta-hyohj  a  small  Chinese  work,  added 
by  way  of  appendix,  forms  a  volume  of  more 
than  six  hundred  quarto  pages.  Before  it 
was  fully  completed,  however,  we  were  re¬ 
quested  to  print  Brother  Morrison’s  Gram¬ 
mar  ;  and  this  w'ork  it  apj>earcd  desirable 
to  finish  also  with  as  little  delay  as  possible. 
The  unavoidable  employment  of  our  Chi¬ 
nese  types  and  w’orkmeii  in  printing  these 
Elementary  works,  which  together  exceed 
nine  hundred  pages,  has,  of  course,  much 
retarded  the  printing  of  the  Scriptures  ;  but 
as  the  last  of  these  works  will  be  finished  by 
the  end  of  August,  we  hopf^  in  future  to  pro¬ 
ceed  in  printing  the  Scriptures  w  ith  little  or 
no  interruption.  This  preparatory  work, 
however,  if  it  has  retarded  the  mere  printing 
of  tlie  Scriptures,  has  not  been  w  ithout  its 
advantages  in  improving  the  translation  of 
them.  In  this  department  much  progress 
has  been  made  :  in  addition  to  tlie  i\ew  Tes¬ 
tament,  the  translation  of  llie  Old  is  advan- 
aed  nearly  to  the  end  of  the  pro|>et  Ezekiel. 

In  the  Tdin^a  language,  the  New  Testa¬ 
ment  is  more  than  half  through  the  press. 
In  the  Bnij  also,  the  New^  Testament  is 
printed  nearly  to  the  end  of  the  Epistle  to 
the  Romans. — Three  of  the  fourCiospels  are 
tinished  in  the  Pushtoo  or  A  ffghan  language, 
Bie  Bulochee,  and  the  Assamese,  d’hose  in 
which  St.  Matthew  is  either  finished  or 
nearly  so,  are  the  Kuriiata,  the  Kunkuna, 
the  Moollanee,  the  Sindhee,  the  Kashmeer, 
the  Bikaneer,  the  Nepal,  the  Ooduypore, 
tiie  Marawar,  the  Jt/ypore,  the  Khassee, 
and  the  Burman  languages. 

From  this  sketch,  the  present  state  of  the 
Translations  iriay  easily  be  seen,  it  will 
appear,  tliat  tliC'  whole  ot  the  Scriptures  have 
been  j)ublishcd  in  two  of  the  languages  of 
India;  tlie  New’  I’e.rtament,  the  Pentateuch 
and  the  Historical  Books,  in  four  :  the  New 
Testament,  and  the  Pentateuch,  \i\five  :  die 
New  Testament  alone,  in  six ;  four  of  the 
Gospels,  in  tight  ,*  and  three  of  them  in  twelve 
)f  the  languages  of  India :  vvliile  in  iwfh'H 


others,  types  arc  prepared,  and  the  Gospel 
of  St.  Matthew  in  the  press. 

Having  thus  given  a  brief  view  of  (he 
present  state  of  (he  various  versions,  relative 
to  both  translating  and  printing,  we  now 
wish  to  lay  before  the  public  a  few  ideas 
res[)ecting  the  various  languages  spoken  in 
India,  of  which  the  present  advanced  state 
of  the  work  has  put  us  in  possession,  but 
with  which  we  were  not  fully  acquainted  at 
the  Ijeginning  of  the  work. 

To  those  who  examine,  with  a  critical  eye, 
the  languages  ol  India  already  enumerated, 
it  will  appear,  that  they  form  two  classes; 
those  which  owe  their  oritrin  wholly  to  die 
Sungskrit,  and  diose  which  have  a  certain 
alhnity  with  the  Chinese  in  its  colloquial  me¬ 
dium,  the  only  way,  indeed,  wherein  any 
language  can  be  connected  with  die  Chi¬ 
nese,  as  its  written  medium  stands  distinct 
from  every  alphabetic  language,  its  charac¬ 
ters  lieing  fonned  on  a  totally  different  prin¬ 
ciple.  The  monosyllabic  system,  however, 
with  its  tones,  and  the  peculiar  pronuncia¬ 
tion  of  the  Chinese  colloquial  medium, 
known  from  itsdehciency  in  certain  sounds, 
have  evideiitlv  so  affected  certain  lantniagres 
S|K>ken  near  China,  as  to  alter  the  sound  of 
many  letters  of  the  alphabet,  and  to  give 
the  languages  dicmselves  a  cast  of  so  pecu¬ 
liar  a  nature  as  cannot  be  accounted  for 
without  a  reference  to  die  C'hinese  system. 
Such  is  the  case  in  various  degrees  with  tlie 
Siamese,  the  Burman,  the  Khassee,  and  the 
Tibet  languages.  That  the  Chinese  lan¬ 
guage  had  either  originated,  or  greatly  af¬ 
fected,  the  languages  in  the  vicinity  of  China, 
was  more  than  suspected  by  us  nicuiy  years 
ago,  as  well  as  that  a  knowledge  of  Miinese 
would  throw  much  light  on  these  languages; 
which  added  to  its  own  intrinsic  value,  in¬ 
duced  us  to  dcteiiiiine  on  commencing  the 
study  of  this  language,  as  early  as  thirteen 
years  ago. 

But  it  is  to  those  languages  which  owe 
their  origin  to  tlie  Sungskrit,  a  class  by  far 
the  most  numerous,  that  we  would  now  call 
the  attention  of  the  public.  To  give  the 
.Scriptures  in  these,  after  the  acquisition  of 
the  parent  language,  and  one  or  two  of  the 
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ctiief  cognate  branches,  appeared,  from  the 
beginning,  a  work  by  no  means  involving 
insuperable  difficulties ;  and  our  opinion  re¬ 
lative  to  the  importance  of  the  object,  and 
the  certainty  with  which  it  can  be  accom¬ 
plished,  is  now  by  no  means  altered.  But 
in  our  prosecution  of  it,  we  have  Ibund,  that 
our  ideas  relative  to  the  number  of  langua¬ 
ges  which  spring  from  tlic  Sungskrit,  were 
far  from  being  accurate.  The  fact  is,  that 
in  this  point  of  view,  India  is  to  this  day  al¬ 
most  an  unexplored  countr)*.  That  eight 
or  nine  branches  had  sprung  from  that  grand 
philological  root,  the  Sungskrit,  we  well 
knew.  But  we  imagined  that  the  Tamul, 
the  Kurnata,  the  I'elinga,  the  Guzrattee,  the 
Orissa,  the  Bengalee,  the  Mahratta,  the  Pun- 
jabee,^  and  the  Ifindoostanee,  comprised 
nearly  all  the  collateral  bi*anchcs  springing 
from  the  Sungskrit  language ;  and  tliat  all 
the  rest  were  varieties  of  the  Ilindee,  and 
some  of  them,  indeed,  little  better  than  jar¬ 
gons  scarce!)  capable  of  conveying  ideas. 

Bui  although  we  entered  on  our  work 
with  these  ideas,  we  were  ultimately  con¬ 
strained  to  relinquish  them.  First,  one  lan¬ 
guage  was  found  to  differ  widely  from  the 
Hindee  in  point  of  termination,  then  another, 
and  in  so  great  a  degi-ee,  that  the  idea  of  j 
tlieir  being  dialects  of  the  Hindee  seemed 
scarcely  tenable.  Vet,  while  they  were 
found  to  |X>ssess  terminations  for  llic  nouns 
and  verbs  distinct  fi'om  the  Hindee,  they 
were  found  as  complete  as  the  Hindee  itself; 
and  we  at  length  perceived,  that  we  might, 
with  as  much  pro[)riety,  term  them  dialects 
of  tlie  Mahratta  or  the  Bengalee  language, 
as  of  the  Hindee.  In  fact,  w’e  have  ascer¬ 
tained,  that  there  are  more  than  twenty 
languages,  composed,  it  is  true,  of  nearly 
the  same  words,  and  all  equally  related  to 
the  common  parent,  the  Sungskrit,  but  each 
possessing  a  distinct  set  of  terminations,  and, 
therefore,  having  equal  claims  to  the  title  of 
distinct  cognate  languages.  Among  these, 
we  number  the  Ji/ypore,  tlie  Brwj,  the 
Ooduyporc,  the  Bikancer,  the  Alooltanee, 
the  Marawar,  the  Maguda  (or  South  Bahar,) 
jhe  .Sindh,  the  Mythd,  the  Wuch,  the  Kutch, 


the  Harutce,  the  Koshula,  &c.  language*, 
the  very  names  of  wdiich  have  scarcely 
reached  Europe,  but  which  have  been  re¬ 
cognized  as  distinct  languages,  by  the  na¬ 
tives  of  India,  almost  from  time  immemorial. 

That  these  languages,  though  differing 
from  each  other  only  in  their  terminations 
and  a  few  of  the  words  they  contain,  can 
scarcely  be  termed  dialects,  w  ill  appear,  if 
we  reflect,  that  there  is  in  India  no  general 
language  current,  of  which  they  can  be  sup¬ 
posed  to  be  dialects.  The  Sungskrit,  the 
parent  of  them  all,  is  at  present  the  current 
language  of  no  country,  though  spoken  by 
the  learned  nearly  throughout  India.  Its 
g  rammatical  apparatus  too,  the  most  copious 
and  complex  perhaps  on  eartli,  is  totally  un¬ 
like  that  of  any  of  its  various  branches.  I’o 
term  them  dialects  of  the  Hindee  is  prepos¬ 
terous,  when  some  of  them,  in  their  termi¬ 
nations,  approach  nearer  the  Bengalee  than 
the  Hindee,  w  hile  others  apj)roximate  more 
nearly  to  the  Mahratta.  I'he  fact  is,  indeed, 
that  the  latest  and  most  exact  researches 
have  shown,  that  the  Hindee  has  no  country 
j  which  it  can  exclusively  claim  as  its  own. 
Being  tlie  language  of  the  Mussulman  courts 
and  camps,  it  is  spoken  in  those  cities  and 
towns  which  have  been  formerly,  or  are 
now,  the  seat  of  Mussulman  princes  ;  and  in 
general  by  those  Mussulnians  who  attend  on 
the  persons  of  European  genileinen  in  almost 
every  part  of  India.  Hence,  it  is  the  lan¬ 
guage  of  which  most  Eumpeans  get  an  idea 
before  any  other,  and  which,  indeed,  in  ma¬ 
ny  instances,  terminates  their  philological 
researches.  These  circumstances  have  led 
to  the  supjxisition,  that  it  is  the  language  of 
the  greater  part  of  Hindoostan;  vvhilo  tlie 
fact  is,  tliat  it  is  not  always  understood 
among  the  common  people  at  the  distance 
of  only  twenty  miles  from  the  great  towns 
in  which  it  is  spoken.  These  sjieak  their 
own  vernacular  language,  in  Bengal  t.he 
Bengalee,  and  in  other  countries  that  w  hicli 
is  appropriately  the  language  of  tlie  country, 
which  may  account  for  a  circumstance  well 
known  to  those  gentlemen  who  fill  the  judi¬ 
cial  department;  namely,  diat  tl'.o  publijli- 
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iug  of  the  Hoiiouraole  Company’s  Regula-  imvc  since  settled  among;  them.  The^ 
tions  in  Hindoostanee  has  been  often  object-  towns  are  well  settled  with  able  fanners; 
cd  to,  on  the  ground  that  in  that  language  and  so  are  the  towns  of  Bastard  and  Kitley  ; 
they  would  \ye  unintelligible  to  the  bulk  of  but  most  of  the  other  towns  contain  but  few 


the  j)€ople  in  the  various  provinces  of  Hin- 
doostan.  Had  this  idea  been  followed  up, 
it  might  have  led  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
fact,  that  each  of  these  various  pi*ovinces 
has  a  language  of  its  own,  most  of  them 
nearly  alike  in  the  bulk  of  the  words,  but 
ditiering  so  widely  in  the  grammatical  ter¬ 
minations,  as,  when  spoken,  to  l)e  scarcely 
intelligible  to  their  next  neighbours. 

(To  be  coni i am d.) 


THE  RE\  .  MESS.  SCIIER.MERHOR.N 
A.\D  A'AN  VECHTEN’S  RETORT  OF 
THEIR  MISSIONARY  TOUR  IN 
UPPER  CANADA.  i 

I 

[Co  nth  wed  J'rom  page  237.] 

Johnstown  district  contains  alK)ut  12,000 
inhabitants,  and  comprises  the  following^ 
towns.  Churches,  and  Ministers.  | 

Edwardsburg,  1  English  Methodist,  • 
who  itinerates  in  this  and  tlie  former  dis¬ 
trict. 

Augusta  town,  1  Ej>iscoj>aI  Society.  1 
Cpiscojial  Ret  tor,  1  Episcopal  Missionarj’. 

Younge  town. 

Landsdown  town.  1  Baptist  Society.  1 
Baptist  Exhorter. 

Leeds  and  Crosby  towns. 

Bastard  town.  1  Baptist  Church.  1 
Baptist  Minister. 

Kitly,  \VoIford,  Oxford,  North  Cower, 
Soutli  Gower,  Marlborough,  Montague, 
Ulm^leVt  Bui’gt;^*^,  and  Bathurst  towns. 

Drunimond  town.  1  Presln  tcrian  Minis¬ 
ter,  1  Roman  Priest. 

B’rjkw’orth,  Coldsborougli,  and  Nepean 
towns. 

The  towns  of  fidwarddnirg,  Auguste, 
EJizal>elh,  and  Vounge  were  settled  by  dis¬ 
band*  d  trooj)s  that  served  <luring  the  revo¬ 
lutionary  war,  and  American  loyalists; 
but  rnaiiv  emigrants  from  the  United  States 


inhabitants;  and  in  some  of  them  the  set¬ 
tlement*  are  but  just  forming  by  disband(>dl 
trbops,  and  emigrants  from  Europe.  In 
Edwardsburg  is  the  village  of  Johnstown, 
wdiich  is  rapidly  declining,  owing  to  the 
seat  of  justice  being  removed  to  Brockville, 
and  the  trade  centering  at  Prescott,  a  small 
village  in  the  town  of  Augusta,  opposite  to 
Ogdensburg.  Though  there  is  no  Presby¬ 
terian  or  Dutch  Church  organized  in  the 
towns  of  Edwardsburg  and  Augusta,  there 
are  many  Scotch  and  Dutch  inhabitants 
Irom  about  Johnstown,  on  the  Mohaw’k 
river,  who  call  themselves  Presbyterians; 
and  if  a  Missionary  was  stationed  at  Pres¬ 
cott,  he  might  establish  a  very  useful  cir¬ 
cuit  through  the  neighbouring  settlements. 

In  Elizalxithtow'n  the  Rev.  William 
Smart,  from  the  Missionary  Society,  Lon¬ 
don,  was  stationed  in  1812,  w’ho  has  preach¬ 
ed  in  this  and  the  adjoining  towns  of  Vounge 
and  Augusta,  and  has  succeeded  in  gather¬ 
ing  a  Church  of  alxiut  32  communicants, 
partly  from  the  Reformed  Dutch  and  Pres¬ 
byterian  (’hurches  which  had  Ix'cn  orga- 
!nized  by  Missionaries,  and  partly  from  the 
fruit  of  his  own  labours.  Under  these  cir¬ 
cumstances,  wc  thought  it  would  be  wroiig 
I  for  us  to  attempt  to  revive  our  congregation, 
jeven  were  it  practicable,  as  this  would  only 
{ weaken  by  dividing,  and  abridge  the  in- 
tluencc  of  a  man  who  preaches,  and  seems 
to  love  the  true  Gosjk  1.  Such  conduct,  in 
'all  similar  cases,  would  be  policy  in  those 
'  who  wish  to  build  up  the  kingdom  of  Christ. 
He  has  succeeded  in  building  a  stone  Cha- 
!  pel  at  Box  kville,  a  flourishing  village.  The 
!  pews  which  have  been  sold  for  a  limited 
'  time,  piTxluce  an  annual  income  of  js700, 
[which  is  appwjpriatcd  to  his  support.  In 
the  town  of  Lansdown  is  the  village  of 
Guwanaqua,  where  there  was  considerable 
attention  among  the  Baptists  last  summery 
and  here  we  met  with  Elder  William  Car- 
son,  from  Scotland,  a  B3j)tist  Missionary. 
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Wmsiey,  Bui^cm,  Bathurst,  Drunnnoiid, 
Br»  kwith,  ai>(J  Coldsborough  liavc  been 
lately  settled  by  disbanded  troops,  princi- 
pallv  of  Dr  Walteville’s  regiment,  com- 
por-f.d  of  men  of  almost  every  nation  in  Eu¬ 
rope,  aid  even  Mamelukes  from  Egypt, 
ami  Scotch,  English,  and  Irish  emigrants. 
In  Burgess  are  settled  alxiut  150  families  of 
Scotch,  who  were  biought  up  Presbyte¬ 
rians.  In  the  other  towns  just  mentioned, 
lands  have  been  located  for  5000  families; 
and  in  July  there  had  arrived,  during  the 
last  season,  1009  settlers  at  Quebec.  The 
village  of  I’erth  is  in  the  tovvm  of  Drummond, 
on  the  river  Tay,  45  miles  north  of  Hrock- 
ville.  Here  is  settled  the  Rev.  V*'illiam 
Bell,  a  Presbyterian  Minister,  from  Scot¬ 
land,  who  is  sup]X)rted  by  the  British  gov- 
enrnent,  agreeable  to  a  promise  to  the  first 
emigrants.  There  resides  here  also  a  Ro¬ 
man  IViest :  and  the  disbanded  troops  are 
chietly  Roman  Catholics. 

The  destitute  situation  of  the  inhabitants 
of  this  district  shows  this  to  be  an  ample 
field  for  Missionary  labour. 

The  Methodists  have  a  circuit  through 
this  district,  and  two  itinerants  on  it. 

Midland  district  contains  about  20,(XK> 
inhabitants. 

Kingston,  1  Episcopal  Church,  1  Roman 
Catholic  Church,  1  English  Methodist  So- 
%»iety.  1  Episcopal  Rector,  1  Roman  Priest, 
1  English  Mi'lhodist  Minister. 

Ernestow’n,  1  Kp.iscopal  Church,  1  Lu- 
tlieran  Church,  2  Refoi  rned  IhiU  h Churches. 
1  Episcopal  Hector,  1  Reformctl  Dutch 
.Minister. 

Frtdericksbuig  town,  1  Lutheran 
t-’hurch,  1  Dutch  Reformed  Society. 

Adolphubtown,  A  Quaker  Society. 

Marysburg  town. 

llallowell  town,  1  Baptist  Society,  1 
Quaker  Society. 

Sophiasburg  town,  1  Reformed  Dutch 
Society. 

Ameliasburg  town,  1  Baptist  Church.  1 
Baptist  Elder. 

Richmond  town,  1  Lutheran  Society. 

Mohawks  towu,  settled  by  Indems. 


Thurlow  town,  t  Baptist  Society.  4 
Baptist  f'xhortcr. 

Sidney  town,  1  Reformed  Dutch  Churcb. 
And  Pittsburg,  Ixjughfxirough,  Camderv, 
Hungerford,  and  Raw' don,  in  which  the 
number  of  inhabitants  are  few.  The  other 
towns  are  situated  along  the  Bay  of  QuintJ 
and  the  shore  of  Lake  Ontario,  which  is  pra- 
bably  the  most  flourishing  part  of  the  pn> 
vince.  Kingston  is  the  most  flourishing  and 
jK)pulous  place  in  the  province,  and  from  ifs 
situation  must  always  he  a  place  of  impor¬ 
tance.  It  has  an  Episcopal  Church;  the 
Rector  is  George  Ogill  Stuart,  who  is  also  a 
Missionary  to  the  Moliawk  Indians  on  the 
Bay  of  Quinti,  There  is  also  a  Chaplain  to 
the  Regiment  stationed  here,  who  ofliciates 
part  of  the  Sabbath  in  the  Episcopal  Church. 
There  resides  here  also  another  Episcopal 
preacher,  who  has  the  charge  of  the  dis¬ 
trict  school,  but  preaches  in  Ernestown. 
The  English  Methodist  Missionary  has  re¬ 
sided  here  upwards  of  a  year,  and  has  ga¬ 
thered  a  Society^  of  about  thirty,  half  of 
whom  were  formerly  in  connexion  w  ith  the 
American  Methodists.  His  Society  has 
erected,  by  the  aid  of  the  Presbyterians,  & 
small  frame  Chapel ;  at  w  hich  place  the 
Presbyterian  Missionaries  and  other  preach¬ 
ers  can  have  an  opportunity  to  preach. 
Here  we  spent  a  few  days^  including  a 
Sabbath. 

The  Presbyterians  constitute  about  hali 
of  the  population  of  Kingston,  but  they  are 
of  dilierent  denominations,  from  Great 
Britain  and  the  United  States.  If  they  can 
be  brought  to  lay  aside  their  partialities  and 
prejudices  in  favour  of  their  particular  de-. 
nominations,  and  to  act  on  catholic  princi- 
[iles,  they  will  probably  soon  be  in  a  situa¬ 
tion  to  enjoy  the  blessings  and  privileges  of^ 
stated  ministry.  The  prospect  is  fair  iha^ 
they  may,  in  tlie  course  of  next  season,  hare 
a  commodious  and  elegant  house  for  public 
worship.  Their  subsc  ription  is  liberal,  and 
will  probably  be  sufticient  to  finish  tlieij' 
Church,  so  that  the  sale  of  the  pew  s,  and. 
an  annual  rent  on  the  same,  will  raise  a  suf¬ 
ficient  sum  to  give  an  adequate  support  M  a 
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ftiithful  This  place  is  now  a  very 

impoitant  field  for  a  Missionary  station; 
and  if  a  man  of  piety,  pioidence,  and  talents 
w’ere  stationed  here,  in  all  human  proba¬ 
bility,  he  would  unite  the  diflerent  d(  nomi¬ 
nations  of  which  this  society  is  composed, 
and  eventually  be  settled  over  it  with  an 
ample  support.  In 'his  place  is  organized 
a  Bible  and  Common  Prayer  Book  Society  ; 
but  was  not  in  very  active  operation. 

Emestown  is  a  considerable  village,  si¬ 
tuated  on  the  Bay  of  Quinti,  about  18  miles 
above  Kingston.  Here,  and  in  tiie  sur¬ 
rounding  country,  is  the  principal  field  of 
Mr.  M’Dcwall’s  labours.  His  congrega¬ 
tions  are  scattered  through  the  townships  of 
Krnestown,  Portland,  Carapden,  Riclimond, 
and  F'redcricksburg.  He  preaches  stated¬ 
ly  in  four  places ;  in  an  academy  in  the  vil¬ 
lage  ;  in  a  Church,  two  miles  north  of  the 
village ;  in  a  Church,  lately  built,  in  the 
northeast  corner  of  the  township,  and  in  a 
sclioolhouse  in  the  northwest  extremity. 
The  remainder  of  his  time  he  itinerates 
through  the  surrounding  countrj’.  His  la¬ 
bours  arc  a  good  deal  of  the  missionary  kind, 
in  consequence  of  the  scarcity  of  Ministers. 
His  congregations  are  not  in  that  regular 
order  which  might  be  e\|:)ected,  if  his  charge 
w’as  more  compact,  and  his  labours  confined 
to  one  or  two  places.  There  has  been  no 
change  of  officers  for  several  years.  They 
nrieet  but  seldom.  Their  temporalities  are 
in  the  hands  of  trustees.  The  number  of 
communicants  is  about  fifty.  Religion  does 
not  seem  to  be  in  the  most  flourishing  state. 
There  are,  however,  a  few  lively  Chris¬ 
tians,  and  lately  there  have  been  a  few  en¬ 
couraging  cases  of  hopeful  conversion,  and 
there  is  at  present  an  increased  attention  to 
the  one  thing  needful  in  Portland  and  the 
north-cast  extremity  of  Emestown.  When 
we  reflect  that  Mr.  M’Dowall  separated  at 
an  early  day  from  his  friends,  his  country, 
and  his  prospects — that  he  struggled  alone 
in  a  country,  at  that  time  improved  to  but  a  ’ 
sbor,  'vmove  from  a  forest,  till  he  succeeded 
in  plarKing  several  Churches  Wtc. — that 
for  several  years  he  suffered  great  priva¬ 


tions,  receiving  scarcely  any  support  her* 
from  the  toil  of  his  own  hands,  and  .suftered 
grievous  assaults  from  persecuting  secta¬ 
rians — that  though  alone,  he  stootl  firm 
through  the  whole,  and  to  this  day  remain? 
steadfast,  not  only  in  his  belief  of  the  doc¬ 
trines  of  grace,  but  in  his  attachment  to  our 
(Church;  we  think  he  deserves  high  con¬ 
sideration  from  the  Synod. 

In  the  town  of  Hallowell  is  a  thriving  vil¬ 
lage  of  the  same  name,  surrounded  by  ex¬ 
cellent  and  well-settled  land.  The  inhabi¬ 
tants  arc  mostly  from  iVew-Jersey  and  .\ew 
England.  There  is  no  organized  congrega¬ 
tion,  except  of  Methodists,  who  also  have  a 
decent  building  for  a  Church.  The  ma¬ 
jority  however  are  Presbyterians.  A  few 
of  them  seem  very  pious,  and  all  very  de¬ 
sirous  of  the  ordinances.  Besides  preaching 
and  exhorting  among  them,  we  projx)sed 
that  they  should  unite  w’ith  the  neighbour¬ 
ing  town  of  Sophiasburg  to  do  something 
for  the  support  of  a  Missionary  to  labour  in 
the  two  towns  for  three  months.  The  mea¬ 
sure  we  thought  would  cause  them  to  take 
a  deeper  interest  in  Gospel  privileges,  and 
lead  the  way  to  their  permanently  helping 
themselves.  They  readily  fell  in  with  the 
proposal,  and  immediately  put  a  subscrip¬ 
tion  paper  into  circulation.  We  afterward 
proposed  the  plan  in  Sophiasburg,  where 
it  was  adopted  with  equal  readiness.  We 
have  since  heard  by  letter  that  they  have 
made  up  J160.  They  are  very  anxious 
that  a  candidate  should  come  soon.  In 
the  last  named  town,  there  w'as  once  a  Dutch 
Church  organized,  but  ali  the  officers  have 
died. 

[3’o  be  continued.] 

THEOLOOrCAE  SEMI.NARY 

OF  THE  PKESBYTKRl  VN  CHLRCU,  IN  PRINCE- 
TO.V,  N.  J. 

iVom  a  catalogue  just  published,  it  ap¬ 
pears  that  there  have  Ijeen  educated  in  this 
Seminary,  since  its  first  establishment  in 
1812,  one  hundred  and  nineteen  students, 
of  whom  Uiirty‘Jive  are  settled  ministers ; 
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>«;i«  arc  missionaries  in  diflerent  parts  of  the 
United  States.  The  number  of  students  in 
th«  ueveral  classes  at  present  are  as  follow*  : 

First  class . 10 

Second  class  ....  23 

Third  class  ....  18 — 51 

COURSE  OK  STUDIES  IN  THE  SEMINARY. 

/•Vnv/year.-^Original  languages  of  Scrip- 
tui-e ;  Sacred  Chronolog’V ;  Sacred  Geo¬ 
graphy  ;  Biblical  and  Profane  History  con¬ 
nected;  Jewish  Antiquities;  The  Scrip¬ 
tures  in  the  English  translation ;  Exegetical 
Theology. 

Second  year. — Biblical  Criticism  ;  Didac¬ 
tic  Theology,  and  Ecclesiastical  History. 

Third  year. — Didactic  Theology,  con¬ 
tinued  ;  Polemic  Theology  ;  Ecclesiastical 
History,  continued;  ('hurch  Government; 
Com})osition  and  delivery  of  Sermons ;  l^as- 
toral  care. 

Five  Scholarships,  of  ^2500  each,  have 
already  been  founded,  viz. 

1.  The - Scholarship,  i  Both 

2.  The - Scholarship,  >  founded 

by  an  unknown  individual,  i\ew-York. 

3.  The  Lenox  Scholarship,  founded  by 
Rol^ert  Lenox,  Esquire,  of  New'- York. 

4.  The  Whitehead  Scholai'ship,  founded 
by  John  Whitehead,  E.'^quire,  of  Burke 
county,  Georgia. 

5.  The  Charleston  Female  Scholarship, 
founded  by  the  Congregational  and  Presby 
leriau  Female  Association  of  Charleston, 
for  assisting  in  the  education  of  pious  youth 
for  the  Gospel  Ministry. 


each  side  of  the  question;  and  their  report, 
with  resolutions,  was  favourable  to  the  es¬ 
tablishment  of  the  institution,  and  its  loca¬ 
tion  at  Auburn^  provided,  before  the  next 
stated  meeting  of  the  Synod,  the  county  of 
Cayuga  shall  raise,,  by  subscription,  ap¬ 
proved  by  the  Synod,  the  sum  of  thirty-five 
thousand  dollars,  and  secure  the  donation 
of  ten  acres  of  land,  at  or  near  the  village  of 
Auburn,  for  a  site  to  the  Seminary;  which 
shall  go  into  operation  when  orginal  contri¬ 
butions,  elsewhere,  shall  have  l^een  made  to 
such  an  amount,  as  to  constitute,  altogether, 
exclusive  of  the  donation  in  land,  a  fund  of 
fifty  thousand  dollars.  The  resolutions, 
recommended  by  the  committee,  after  ver¬ 
bal  modifications,  were  passed  with  one  dis¬ 
senting  voice.  It  is  believed,  that  the  con¬ 
ditions  will  be  fulfilled  within  the  time  stipu¬ 
lated. 

BAPTIST  THEOLOGICAL  SEMI¬ 
NARY. 

The  Baptist  Board  of  Foreign  Missions 
have  lately  concluded  their  session  in  New- 
York.  The  object  of  their  deliberations 
has  been  the  establishment  of  a  Theological 
.Seminary  on  a  large  scale.  They  are  call¬ 
ing  in  the  aid  of  their  Churches  generally 
throughout  the  union,  and  have  appointed 
several  Ministers  to  travel  th»*ough  the 
States,  and  obtain  subscriptions  and  collec¬ 
tions.  The  institution  will  go  into  partial 
operation  the  approaching  fall  and  W'inter. 
In  April  next  it  is  expected  that  it  will  be 
fully  organized. 


\EW  PRESBYTERIAN  THEOLOGI¬ 
CAL  SEMINARY. 

In  August  last  the  Synod  of  Geneva,  in 
the  state  ol  New-Y’ork,  held  a  special  meet¬ 
ing  at  Auburn.  There  w'ere  present,  in¬ 
cluding  corresponding  members,  about  one 
hundred  and  ten  persons  entitled  to  vote. 
The  object  of  the  meeting  was  the  establish- 
rneiit  ot  a  T  heological  Seminary  in  the 
western  district  of  tliis  state.  After  an  in¬ 
teresting  debate,  the  business  vvas  referred 
to  a  cormnittee,  consisting  of  gentlen^en  on 


ORDINATION. 

On  Tuesday,  the  8th  of  September  last, 
Mr.  Peter  Van  Zandt,  Jun.  was  ordained, 
in  the  Second  Church,  of  the  fourth  ward, 
in  the  city  of  Schenectady,  Pastor  over  the 
First  and  Second  Dutch  Refonned  Churches 
in  the  third  and  fourth  W'ards  of  said  city. 
The  sermon  on  that  occasion  vvas  preac  hed 
by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Andrew  Yates.  The  R.iv. 
Thomas  Romaine  gave  the  charge  to  the- 
Pastor — the  Rev.  Jacob  Van  Vechfen  to  the 
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people  ;  and  the  concluding  prayer  was  of¬ 
fered  by  the  Rev.  Robert  Rrotik.  A  lai*ge 
and  deeply  interested  audience  witnessed 
the  suleinii  scene. 


BLOOMINGDALE  CENT  SOCIETY. 

Agreeably  to  an  article  of  the  constitu¬ 
tion,  this  Society  held  its  lirst  anniversary 
on  iSIonday,  the  14th  ult.  and  the  following 
Import  was  read  by  the  Secretary. 

The  Board  of  IVlanagers  of  the  Cent  So¬ 
ciety  of  Blooiniiigdale  meet  the  Society  on 
this  day  with  unfeigned  pleasure,  to  present 
the  first  re;  ort  of  their  proceedings.  Soon 
after  they  were  coristituted  the  congrega¬ 
tion  was  divided  into  districts,  and  a  com¬ 
mittee  appointed  for  each,  to  solicit  sub¬ 
scriptions  and  donatlotis,  and  to  collect  the 
tnoneys  as  lliey  became  due.  From  the 
commencement  of  their  labours  they  have 
had  abundant  reason  to  bless  the  Great 
Head  of  the  Church  for  the  success  with 
which  these  labours  has  been  crowned  ;  for 
the  promptitude  and  liberality  with  which 
the  members  and  others  have  contributed  to 
the  objects  of  the  Society.  Tlie  lioard  have 
experienced  some  dilliculties — and  dithcul- 
ties  were  to  be  expected ;  but  they  have  all 
irraduallv  vanished,  and  more  has  Ix'en 
'-•ealized  in  the  short  time  which  has  elapsed 
since  the  formation  of  the  Society  than 
could  have  been  rea^onably  expected  from 
•o  small  a  congregation.  The  Society  was 
formed  the  17th  November,  1817.  d  he 
period  that  has  elapsed  is  about  ten  months, 
and  the  number  of  ladies  now  belonging  to 
it  is  sixty-eight;  from  whom  the  Board  ha.s 
received  as  subscriptions,  §73  58,  and 
irorn  the  members  and  others  they  have  re¬ 
ceived  ^41  62,  as  donations,  making  in  the 
aggregate,  after  defraying  certain  necessary 
expenses,  $111  20;  which  sum  tliey  are 
jea^y  to  transfer  into  the  hands  of  the 
Treasurer  of  General  Synod.  Surely  we 
have  cause  for  gratitude,  that  our  huiiiblc 
endeavours  hare  not  been  altogether  in 
vain,  and  that  we  have  done  a  little  for  the 
maintenance  of  c«nr  school  of  the  prophets. 


VS' 1 10  can  tell  how  much  good  may,  under 
the  Divine  blessing,  result  from  this  little  r 
Since  we  see  what  can  be  d6ne  by  a  few 
exertions,  it  is  confidently  hoped  that  no 
want  of  zeal  in  the  good  work  in  futun*. 
either  among  the  managers  or  other  mem¬ 
bers,  will  give  occasion  to  any  who  may  be 
unfriendly  to  the  Society,  to  predict  that 
it  will  be  short-lived.  This  has  been  pre¬ 
dicted  ;  but  certainly  a  regard  for  the  glorr 
of  God,  for  the  welfare  of  souls,  for  hrr 
own  reputation^  will  prompt  every  one. 
among  us,  who  is  concerned  to  promote  tlie 
interests  of  the  Church,  (o  endeavour  to 
[>rove  the  prediction  false.  If  wc  prize  the 
inestimable  blessings  of  the  (josjh'I  which 
we  enjoy,  we  cannot  but  feel  dis|>ow*d  to 
lend  a  helj)ing  hand  to  convey  tin  se  blc>>- 
ings  toothers,  and  to  provide'  destitute  |)or- 
tions  of  that  Church  which  (’hrist  has  pur¬ 
chased  with  his  blood  with  able  and  faithful 
Ministers.  Wc  owe  much  to  the  precious 
Redeemer.  Let  us  not  l>c  weary  in  well¬ 
doing,  but  strive  to  do  yet  more  and  more  ; 
and  then  we  may  hoj>r  that,  at  some  future 
day,  the  blessing  of  tliosc  who  are  now 
ready  to  prri.di,  will  conic  ujkhi  vs  as  wr U 
as  all  others  that  have  co-operated  w  ilh 
in  tliis  labour  of  love 

By  order  of  the  Board, 

ANN  STRIKER,  Sec'ty. 


Extract  nj' a  letter  from  Cinriimati  to  one 
(f  the  Editors. 

“  Believing  that  you  would  rejoice  to  hear 
of  the  success  of  the  Sunday  Schools,  I  lake, 
the  lilierty  of  rneniioning  that,  on  my  ar¬ 
rival  in  this  town,  1  learned  that  a  Society 
liad  been  formed,  but  that  the  funds  were  so 
cin  uinscrilxd  that  its  advantages  were  vei  > 
limited;  seeing  a  wide  field  still  open,  u 
meeting  was  called,  and  a  constitution 
adopted  ;  I  had  the  honour  of  being  one  o! 
the  committee  to  carry  it  into  effect.  Oui 
success  has  been  very  great ;  the  principal 
gentlemen,  and  the  most  wealthy,  have 
signed  the  constitution,  and  we  have  thft 
most  tlattering  prosjiects  of  great  succes.s,  , 
mid  doubt  nut  that  our  endeavours  w  ill  be 
rew'ardod,  by  having  it  in  our  power  V* 
communicate  instruction  to  many  hundred5 
of  our  indigent  iellow-beings.’* 


